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(57) Abstract: Provided is a sheet type lighting apparatus that is inconspicuous when not in use, provides flexibility upon installa-
tion thereof, and has a gradation effect. The sheet type lighting apparatus comprises a surface light emitting device (7) that is
transparent and flexible, and an electricity feeding means for feeding electricity to the surtace light emitting device (7). The sur-
face light emitting device (7) is comprised of an organic electroluminescence element that has a laminated structure, with a light
emitting layer interposed between a first transparent electrode layer and a second transparent electrode layer. The surtace light
emitting device (7) is configured so that the brightness of the light emitting section of the surface light emitting device (7) will
vary successively in the surface direction thereof, using a method that has the thickness of the first transparent electrode layer, the
second transparent electrode layer, or the light emitting layer varied successively in the surtace direction thereof, or a method that
provides non-light-emitting sections such as resists at some sections thereof.
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