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FOOD CONTAINER APPARATUS 

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional 
Application Ser. No. 60/353,395, filed Jan. 31, 2002. 

BACKGROUND 

Field of the Invention 
This disclosed apparatus pertains generally to food con 

tainers and methods of use thereof, and more particularly to 
a disposable food container uSable in a fast food or “take 
out' environment which provides quick and easy access to 
food within the container and which prevents Spillage of 
food onto users of the food container. 

The Prior Art 
Background 
Modern Society, while conferring many advantages on its 

members, has introduced complexities which have eroded 
away at the amount of free time available to many individu 
als. As a result, various aspects of Society have adapted by 
implementing time-Saving measures and procedures. One of 
the most ubiquitous time-Saving adaptations by modern 
Society is that known generally as “fast-food” wherein 
individuals can quickly purchase and eat food items without 
the delay associated with preparing the food themselves or 
ordering food at a more traditional restaurant which would 
require a Substantial wait while food is prepared. 

The “fast food” industry has given rise to numerous types 
of inexpensive, disposable food containers for various types 
of food products. Such food containers include boxes, bags, 
cartons, trays of various Structures and configurations 
according to the food items to be contained. The food 
containers are typically made from paper, cardboard, poly 
Styrene or other inexpensive material. 

Aparticularly important aspect of the fast food industry is 
the “drive-through' window, which allows automobile driv 
erS and passengers to purchase food without leaving the 
automobile, and to eat food while traveling in the automo 
bile. 

Currently available food containers have proved deficient 
in Some important respects. Containers typically do not 
provide protection to the user against drippage or Spillage of 
food. Persons eating food while in an automobile, or who are 
otherwise Simultaneously engaged in other activities while 
eating, are particularly prone to drippage or Spillage. Cur 
rently available food containers do not provide adequate 
protection against Spillage, and the resulting grease Spots 
and Stains on clothing from Such spillage is often a Source of 
irritation and embarrassment for users of fast food. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 
FIGURES 

FIGS. 1A-1B are perspective views of a food container in 
a closed and open State, respectively. 

FIG. 1C is an end view of a food container with a food 
item contained therein. 

FIG. 1D is a perspective view of stacked food containers. 
FIGS. 2A-2B are further perspective views of a food 

container in a closed and open State, respectively. 
FIG. 3 is a diagram of a sheet configured to be folded and 

assembled into a food container. 

15 

25 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

2 
DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Persons of ordinary skill in the art will realize that the 
following description is illustrative only and not in any way 
limiting. Other modifications and improvements will readily 
Suggest themselves to Such skilled perSons having the ben 
efit of this disclosure. In the following description, like 
reference numerals refer to like elements throughout. 

FIGS. 1A and 1B are perspective views of a food con 
tainer 1 in closed and open States, respectively. The food 
container 1 includes a lower receptacle portion 2 for receiv 
ing a food item. Though the lower receptacle portion 2 is 
shown in a generally rectangular configuration, it is to be 
understood that the lower receptacle portion 2 may comprise 
any shape Suitable for receiving a particular food item. 
As shown in FIG. 1A, the food container 1 further 

includes an upper tray forming portion 3 having a pair of 
opposing sides 4 and 5. As shown in FIG. 1B, each side is 
foldably coupled to the lower receptacle portion 2 at fold 
lines 4A and 5A, respectively. 

In the closed State shown in FIG. 1A, the opposing Sides 
4 and 5 preferably seal the contents of the food container 1 
and may be secured with a latch 8. 

It is contemplated that containers of this disclosure may 
be made from paper, cardboard polystyrene or other inex 
pensive material. 

In FIG. 1B and FIG. 1C, the food container 1 is shown 
with opposing Sides 4 and 5 deployed into an open position. 
In this open position, a tray is cooperatively formed on either 
side of the opening 9 by the opposing sides 4 and 5, with the 
tray having an upward-facing rim 6. In a further embodi 
ment, the rim 6 Substantially Surrounds any contents retained 
in the lower receptacle portion 2. 
As shown in FIG. 1B, the food container may optionally 

include a pair of opposing Side or end flaps 7, which, in 
cooperation with the rim 6, may more completely Surround 
the contents of the food container 1. 

FIG. 1C is an end view of a food container 1 in an open 
state having a food item F contained therein. As will be 
appreciated, the rim 6 will catch and retain any debris that 
may fall from the food item F, thus preventing the debris 
from falling onto the user. As is further apparent from FIG. 
1C, when the food container 1 is in an open State, the food 
item F is presented to the user in a manner Such that the item 
may be inspected and eaten, while Still being retained in the 
lower receptacle portion 2. 

If the food item F is generally planar in nature, Such as the 
sandwich of FIG. 1C, it will be appreciated that the opposing 
Sides 4 and 5 deploy cooperatively Such that a tray is formed 
that is Substantially perpendicular to the planar food item F, 
and the rim 6 is deployed in an upward-facing manner, 
towards the user, Substantially Surrounding the food item F. 
If the pair of end flaps 7 are present, the food item F will be 
more completely Surrounded. 

FIGS. 2A and 2B are more detailed disclosures of a food 
container 10. 

Referring generally to both FIGS. 2A and 2B, the food 
container 10 includes a lower container portion 60 including 
a bottom panel 62 having opposing first and Second ends 64 
and 66; and opposing first and second sides 68 and 70 
orthogonal to the opposing first and Second ends 64 and 66. 
The lower container portion 60 may also include a first 

end panel 72 coupled to the bottom panel 62 proximate to 
the first end 64 of the bottom panel 62, with the first end 
panel 72 having a first end flap 74 distal from the first end 
64 of the bottom panel 62. 
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Likewise, the lower container portion 60 may further 
include a Second end panel 76 coupled to the bottom panel 
62 proximate to the second end 66 of the bottom panel 62, 
with the second end panel 76 having a second end flap 78 
distal from the second end 66 of the bottom panel 62. 

Furthermore, the lower container portion 60 may also 
include a first lower side panel 80 coupled to the bottom 
panel 62 at a location proximate to the first side 68 of the 
bottom panel 62, and a Second lower Side panel 82 coupled 
to the bottom panel proximate to the second side 70 of the 
bottom panel. 

The food container 10 may also include an upper con 
tainer portion 84 including a first upper side panel 86 
flexibly coupled to the first lower side panel 68. The first 
upper Side panel 86 may include opposing first and Second 
side panel flaps 88 and a first cover panel 90 coupled to the 
first upper side panel 86 at a location distal from the first 
lower side panel 68. The first cover panel 90 may also 
include a slot 92. 
AS will be appreciated, the first and Second Side panel 

flaps 88 coupled to the first cover panel 90 define a first rim 
94 of the upper container portion 84. 
The upper container portion 84 may further include a 

second upper side panel 96 flexibly coupled to the second 
lower side panel 70. The second upper side panel 96 may 
also include opposing first and Second Side panel flaps 98 
and a Second cover panel 100 coupled to the Second upper 
side panel 96 distal from the second lower side panel 70. The 
second cover panel 100 may further include a closing tab 
102. 
AS will be appreciated, the first and Second side panel 

flaps 98 being coupled to the second cover panel 100 define 
a Second rim 104 of the upper container portion. Addition 
ally, the first upper side panel 86 and the first rim 94 define 
a first upper container portion tray 106, and the Second upper 
side panel 96 and the second rim 104 define a second upper 
container portion tray 108. 

Thus, in an open State, the first upper container portion 
tray 106 and the second upper container portion tray 108, 
along with the first end tab 74 and the second end tab 78, are 
configured to form a peripheral food item catch basin. 
Conversely, in a closed State, the first upper container 
portion tray 106 and the Second upper container portion tray 
108 are configured to engagably close and Sealably contain 
a food item within the food container. 
FIG.3 depicts a food container sheet 150 configured to be 

folded and assembled into a food container according to the 
teachings of this disclosure. In a preferred embodiment, the 
sheet 150 may include a substantially rectangular bottom 
panel 12 having first and Second opposing ends (14, 16) and 
first and Second opposing sides (18, 20). 

The sheet 150 may also include a first end panel 22 
coupled to the first end 14 of the bottom panel 12 at a fold 
line. The first end panel 22 may include a pair of opposed 
side tabs 24 coupled thereto by fold lines, and a first end tab 
26 coupled to a distal end thereto by a fold line. 

The sheet 150 may also include a second end panel 28 
coupled to the second end 16 of the bottom panel 12 at a fold 
line of the bottom panel 12. The second end panel may 
include a pair of opposed side tabs 30 coupled thereto by 
fold lines, and a Second end tab 32 coupled to a distal end 
thereto by a fold line. 

The sheet 150 may further include a first lower side panel 
34 coupled at a proximate end thereof to the first side 18 of 
the bottom panel 12 at a fold line, and a first upper Side panel 
36 coupled to a distal end of the first lower side panel 34. 
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4 
The first upper side panel 36 may include an opposed pair of 
end flaps 38 coupled thereto by fold lines. 
The sheet 150 may also include a first cover top panel 40 

coupled to the first upper side panel 36 at a fold line. The first 
cover top panel 40 may further include a slot 42 formed 
therein, an opposed pair of cover tabS 44 coupled thereto by 
fold lines. In a preferred embodiment, the slot 42 may 
comprise an arc-shaped slot to better facilitate mating with 
closing tab 56. 
The sheet 150 may further include a second lower side 

panel 46 coupled at a proximate end thereof to the Second 
side 20 of the bottom panel 12 at a fold line, and a second 
upper Side panel 48 coupled to a distal end of the Second 
lower side panel 46, with the second upper side panel 48 
including a opposed pair of end flaps 50 coupled thereto by 
fold lines. 
The sheet 150 may further include a second cover panel 

52 coupled to the second upper side panel 48 at a fold line, 
with the Second cover panel 52 including an opposed pair of 
cover tabs 54 coupled thereto by fold lines, and a closing tab 
56 coupled to a distal end thereto by a fold line. 

Additionally, the first and Second lower Side panels may 
be Substantially trapezoidal in Shape. AS Such, the trapezoids 
will each have two parallel edges and two nonparallel edges. 
The food container of this disclosure may be defined such 
that the longer of each said two parallel edges share a 
common fold line. Likewise, the first and Second upper Side 
panels may be Substantially trapezoidal in Shape, having two 
parallel edges and two nonparallel edges, wherein the longer 
of each parallel edge Share a common fold line. 
When the panels of the food container are trapezoidal 

shaped, the food container may be assembled and stacked as 
shown in FIG. 1D within each other when the upper tray 
portion is in the open State. 
While multiple embodiments and applications of this 

disclosure have been shown and described, it is now appar 
ent to those skilled in the art that many more modifications 
and improvements than mentioned above are possible with 
out departing from the inventive concepts herein. The dis 
closure, therefore, is not to be restricted except in the Spirit 
of the appended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A food container comprising: 
a lower container portion including a bottom panel having 

opposing first and Second ends and opposing first and 
Second Sides orthogonal to Said opposing first and 
Second ends, 

Said lower container portion including a first end panel 
coupled to Said bottom panel proximate to Said first end 
of Said bottom panel; 

Said lower container portion including a Second end panel 
coupled to Said bottom panel proximate to Said Second 
end of Said bottom panel; 

Said lower container portion including a first lower Side 
panel coupled to Said bottom panel proximate to Said 
first Side of Said bottom panel; 

Said lower container portion including a Second lower Side 
panel coupled to Said bottom panel proximate to Said 
Second Side of Said bottom panel; 

an upper container portion including a first upper Side 
panel flexibly coupled to Said first lower Side panel; 

Said first upper Side panel including opposing first and 
Second Side panel flaps and a first top panel coupled to 
Said first upper Side panel distal from Said first lower 
Side panel, Said first and Second Side panel flaps being 
coupled to Said first top panel to define a first rim of Said 
upper container portion; 
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Said upper container portion including a Second upper Side 
panel flexibly coupled to Said Second lower Side panel; 

Said Second upper Side panel including opposing first and 
Second Side panel flaps and a Second top panel coupled 
to Said Second upper Side panel distal from Said Second 
lower Side panel, Said first and Second Side panel flaps 
being coupled to Said Second top panel to define a 
Second rim of Said upper container portion; 

Said first upper Side panel and Said first rim defining a first 
upper container portion tray, and Said Second upper Side 
panel and Said Second rim defining a Second upper 
container portion tray; 

Said first upper container portion tray and Said Second 
upper container portion tray and a first end tab and a 
Second end tab forming a peripheral food item catch 
basin in an open State; and 

Said first upper container portion tray and Said Second 
upper container portion tray Sealably engaging to con 
tain a food item within the food container. 

2. The food container as defined in claim 1 wherein: 
Said first top panel includes a slot; and 
Said Second top panel includes a tab engageable with Said 

slot. 
3. A sheet for forming a food container comprising: 
a Substantially rectangular bottom panel, having first and 

Second opposing ends and first and Second opposing 
Sides, 

a first end panel coupled to Said first end of Said bottom 
panel at a fold line of Said bottom panel, Said first end 
panel including a pair of opposed side tabs coupled 
thereto by fold lines, and a first end tab coupled to a 
distal end thereto by a fold line; 

a Second end panel coupled to Said Second end of Said 
bottom panel at a fold line of Said bottom panel, Said 
Second end panel including a pair of opposed side tabs 
coupled thereto by fold lines, and a Second end tab 
coupled to a distal end thereto by a fold line; 

a first lower Side panel coupled at a proximate end thereof 
to said first side of said bottom panel at a fold line; 

a first upper Side panel coupled to a distal end of Said first 
lower Side panel, Said first upper Side panel including 
an opposed pair of end flaps coupled thereto by fold 
lines, 

a first top panel coupled to Said first upper Side panel at a 
fold line, Said first top panel including a slot formed 
therein, Said first top panel including an opposed pair of 
cover tabs coupled thereto by fold lines; 

a Second lower Side panel coupled at a proximate end 
thereof to Said Second Side of Said bottom panel at a 
fold line; 

a Second upper Side panel coupled to a distal end of Said 
Second lower Side panel, Said Second upper Side panel 
including an opposed pair of end flaps coupled thereto 
by fold lines; and 

a Second top panel coupled to Said Second upper side 
panel at a fold line, Said Second top panel including an 
opposed pair of cover tabs coupled thereto by fold 
lines, and a closing tab coupled to a distal end thereto 
by a fold line. 
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4. The sheet as defined in claim 3 wherein said first and 

Second lower Side panels are shaped to facilitate Stacking of 
multiple empty food containers. 

5. The sheet as defined in claim 3 wherein said first and 
Second upper Side panels are shaped to facilitate Stacking of 
multiple empty food containers. 

6. A food container comprising: 
a lower container portion including a bottom panel having 

opposing first and Second ends and opposing first and 
Second Sides orthogonal to Said opposing first and 
Second ends, 

Said lower container portion including a first end panel 
coupled to Said bottom panel proximate to Said first end 
of Said bottom panel, Said first end panel having a first 
end flap distal from said first end of said bottom panel; 

Said lower container portion including a Second end panel 
coupled to Said bottom panel proximate to Said Second 
end of Said bottom panel, Said Second end panel having 
a Second end flap distal from Said Second end of Said 
bottom panel; 

Said lower container portion including a first lower Side 
panel coupled to Said bottom panel proximate to Said 
first Side of Said bottom panel; 

Said lower container portion including a Second lower Side 
panel coupled to Said bottom panel proximate to Said 
Second Side of Said bottom panel; 

an upper container portion including a first upper Side 
panel flexibly coupled to Said first lower Side panel; 

Said first upper Side panel including opposing first and 
Second Side panel flaps and a first top panel coupled to 
Said first upper side panel distal from Said first lower 
Side panel, Said first top panel including a slot; Said first 
and Second Side panel flaps being coupled to Said first 
top panel to define a first rim of Said upper container 
portion; 

Said upper container portion including a Second upper Side 
panel flexibly coupled to Said Second lower Side panel; 

Said Second upper Side panel including opposing first and 
Second Side panel flaps and a Second top panel coupled 
to Said Second upper Side panel distal from Said Second 
lower Side panel, Said Second top panel including a 
closing tab, Said first and Second Side panel flaps being 
coupled to Said Second top panel to define a Second rim 
of Said upper container portion; 

Said first upper Side panel and Said first rim defining a first 
upper container portion tray, and Said Second upper Side 
panel and Said Second rim defining a Second upper 
container portion tray; 

Said first upper container portion tray and Said Second 
upper container portion tray and Said first end tab and 
Said Second end tab forming a peripheral food item 
catch basin in an open State; and 

Said first upper container portion tray and Said Second 
upper container portion tray Sealably engaging to con 
tain a food item within the food container. 


