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6 Claims.

“The subject matter of my invention relates gen-
erally to garment markers of the type to measure
or.chalk a garment at g predetermined distance
from the ground or from.the waist thereof, so as
to. provide circulay Tremovable: markings around
its, periphery at g uniform distance from the
ground, while the .garment is being worn by the
person to be fitted.

It ‘has ‘been found that devices of this type,
heretofare known or used, have been unsatisfac-
tory in mangy, respects, chiefly in that the mark-
ings are not uniform and distinet, in that many
such.'devices are Inoperative for reasons which
will ‘hereinafter be discussed, in that they are
large and cumbersome and in that they generally
require the use of an operator. in addition to the
wearer of the garment.

"The primary object of my invention, therefore,
is the provision of g garment hem marker adapted
to mark a garment with a plurality of removable
chalk lines in a circle around the periphery of the
garment while it is being worn, at a predeter-
mined distance from the ground or the waist, of
the garment.

‘A second important object of my invention is
to provide a hem marker adapted to.-be operated
by the person wearing the garment to be marked.

Another important object of my invention is to
provide a hem marker having a marking scale at
?ye level to the operator, and adjustahble at such
level.

‘A “further  important ‘object lies in the con-
struction of a hem marker which is.simple fo op-
erate, inexpensive to manufacture and of such
construction that ‘it ‘may be disassembled and
folded. to occupy a small amount of space when
‘not’in use.

. Other “salient objects, advantages and func-
tional features will be .more readily appreciated
‘from ‘the detdiled description, taken with the ac-
companying drawings which represent a pre-
ferred embodiment, of my invention, wherein:

"Fig. 1 is a side, perspective view of my inven-
‘tion, showing the hem marker in position for op-
eration;

Fig. 2 is-a horizontal cross-sectional view of
‘the circular marking tube; taken on lines 2-—2 of
Fig. 1;

Fig."3 is an-enlarged horizontal cross-sectional
view taken on lines 3—3 of Fig.'1;

" Fig.4'is a ' horizontal cross-sectional view, taken
on’lines4—4 of Fig. 3;

LFig.5 is'a view similar to Fig. 3, but showing
a modified construction of the chalk slot;

-Fig. 6 is.a view. similar to Fig. 4, but showing g
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modified .construction of the .éireular:
tube;

‘Fig. 7 is a front, perspective view of the hem
marker, showing its component, parts in inopera-
tive or closed position, with upper . portion of
standard detached;

Fig.. 8 is an enlarged view
on lines 8—8 of Fig, 1:

Fig.'9 is ‘a vertical. cross-séctional view taken
on lines 9—9 of Pig. 8;

Fig. 10 is a side view, taken.in the ‘direction of
the arrow 10 of Fig. 8; and

Fig. 11 is a fragmentary ‘cross=sectional “view
of amodified embodiment of thecireular marking
tube, similar to Fig. 2 but showing “a “modified
structure thereof.

Similar reference characters designate “simi-
lar parts throughout the different views.

IMustrative .of the embodiment and modifica-
tions shown and described in the drawings, my
invention ‘comprises ‘g vertical standard 10 se-
cured to a weighted base i1. The'standard 10 is
constructed of two'sections 12 and 13, which are
removably secired  together “by “means of “‘the
threaded rod 14, at the base of section 12,-and
the threaded recess 15 at the top-of section 13,
into which the threaded rod (4 is screwed. The
standard 10 isfurther provided with'a’ calibrated
rule t6 measured in inches and fractions thereof,
which 'is- marked thereon, ‘as shown in ‘Fig. 1.
The rule 16 is So'arranged upon the standard: 10
that its markings are convenient to the ‘eye level
of the user. ‘

Slidably ‘mounted upon”the ‘vertical ‘standard
10 is a circular sleeve 11, which is"adapted to be
moved vertically thereon. The circular sleeve (T
is provided ‘adjacent ' its upper “end ‘with -a
threaded bore 8 through ‘which is threaded a sét
screw (9 by means of ‘which ‘the circular sleeve
1T may’ be temporarily ‘secured ‘to* the ‘standard
10 at different heights from the-ground, as de-
sired, and as ‘determineg by application to the
rule 16,

‘An ‘annular ting ‘20 is provided near “the top
of the'sleeve 1, .from which-a. hook:2{ ‘projects
upward -and :sideways. .-A :similar annular: ring
22 is provided upon the sleeve 1T:below the ring
20, from which a downwardly bent hook 23 pro-
Jjects towards the front of the hem marker. The
ring 22 and hook 23 are 50.spaced upon.the.sleeve
so that the hook 23 may serve.as a.catch for-the
circular marking tube 45, as shown in Fig. 1.

Near the base of the circular sleeve. i1,-and in-
tegral with it, is provided.a. shoulder-24 to which
a'.casing: 25 is.secured pivotally by means-of a
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pair of arms 26 which are secured to either side
of the shoulder 24 by means of a stugd 217, the stud
27 acting as a pivot for the rotation of the casing
25. The arms 26 are each provided with a pro-
jecting finger 28 which is adapted to contact the
undersurface of the shoulder 24 when the casing
25 is in a horizontal position, and prevent fur-
ther rotation downward, while the cosing 25 may
be rotated to a vertical position until the top
of the casing 25 meets the circular sleeve 17.

The casing 25 is divided inte an upper cham-
per 29 and a lower chamber 30, which are con-
nected with each other by means of an air open-
ing 31 provided centrally between them., The up-
per chamber 29 is provided at the top with an
opening 32 projecting into a raised, threaded
neck 33 upon which a threaded cap 34 is adapted
to be screwed to seal the opening 32. An adja-
cent opening 35 is likewise provided with a raised
neck 36, into which 1Is secured the nozzle end of
an air tube 31. The air tube 37 is constructed
of a fexible tubing, such as plastic or rubber, ap-
proximately one and one-half times the length of
the circular sleeve i1, and is adapted to be sus-
pended upon the hook 21 when not in use. A
compressible, hollow bulb 38 is connected to the
free end of the air tube 81, by means of which air
pressure may be developed through the air tube
37 and into the chamber 28, by compression of
the bulb 38.

The lower chamber 30 of the casing 25 is pro-
vided with an opening 39 at each end thereof, the
openings 39 being divided at their bases and ex-
tended into a pair of parallel ears 49 and 4&f,
spaced apart. The ear 40 is provided with a
smooth bore 42, and the ear 41 is provided with
a threaded bore 43, the bores 42 and 43 being
aligned so that the rotation of a threaded bolt
44 through the bores 42 and 43 serves to draw
them together to reduce the outer circumierence
of the opening 39.

The immediate marking element comprises &
circular, hollow .tube 45, composed preferably of
a hard but flexible plastic material and of a
size comfortably to encircle the garment proposed
for marking. It may be circular in cross-sec-
tion, as shown by Fig. 4, or provided with a flat
inner circumference, as shown by the embodi-
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ment of Fig. 6, or may be oval-shaped. A plu-

rality of evenly spaced slots 46 are cut around °

the inner. circumference 41 of the marking tube
45. These slots 46 are preferred approximately
three inches in length and spaced two inches
apart, but the size and spacing may be varied
with equaily good results. As shown by the pre-
ferred embodiment in Fig. 3, the slots 46 are pref-
erably cut at an oblique angle away from the
casing 25, to provide greater freedom for the

ejection of powdered chalk through the slots 46, .

but it has been found that cutting the slots 48
at right angles to the marking tube 45 is oper-
ative.

The ends 48 of the marking tube 45 are in-
serted into the openings 39 of the casing 25 while
the latter is in a horizontal position, with the
marking tube 45 in the same horizontal position
and parallel to the ground, as shown by Pig. 1,
and the marking tube 45 is secured rigidly in this
position by reduction of the outer circumfierence
of the openings 39 by means of the threaded
bolts 44.

“The upper chamber 29 of the casing 28 is filled
with powdered marking chalk, such as is now
commonly used in the marking of " garments,
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through the opening 32, and the threaded cap
34 is then replaced. ‘

In operation of the hem marker the person
wearing the garment to be marked steps into the
circle made by the marking tube 45 and raises the
marking tube 45 by raising the circular sleeve IT
along the standard 10 until the top of the cir-
cular sleeve 171 comes in registry with the mark-
ing on the calibrated rule {6 which indicates the
desired height of the marking tube 45. Por ex-
ample, let us assume a lady desiring to mark a
dress for a hem 12 inches from the ground. The
circular sleeve 17 is raised until its upper edge
comes in registry with the marking on the rule
{6 which indicated “12 inches,” i. e., that the
marking tube 45 is 12 inches from the ground.
The circular sieeve 11 is secured in that height
upon the standard 18 by a tightening of the seb
serew (9. The air tube 37 is then lifted from
the hook 21 and, while the lady is standing per-
fectly erect she sgueezes the bulb 38. Air pres-
sure forces the air current through the air tube
37 and into the upper chamber 29 of the casing
25, driving the chalk therein contained through
the opening 31 into the lower chamber 39, from
there into the marking tube 45 and out through
the slots 46 upon the garment §5 to be marked,
creating a continuous series of chalk lines
around the circumference of the carment 55 at
the desired height. The air tube 37 is then re-
placed upon its hook 21, the set screw 19 loosened
to permit lowering of the sleeve 17 and mark-
ing tube &5, and the operator steps out of the
circle thereof.

VWhen the hem marker is not to be used it may
be folded up compactly for storage by rotating
the casing 25 to vertical position and locking the
marking. tube 45 into the hock 28, as shown by
PFig. 7, and by unscrewing the sections 12 and
13 of the vertical standard 10. It may then be
stored or packed away. .

Tnasmuch as it may be desirable to provide a
marking tube £5 which can be adaptable for a
greater or smaller circumference of garment than
the average size, a modified form of the marking
tube 45 is shown by Fig. 11 wherein the tube ]
is constructed in twe sections of slightly different
cross sectional size, section B of smaller bore
slidable within section 5! of larger bore, as shown.
Section 5¢ is provided with a tongue 52 of spring
metal secured near its junction with section 50
and extending toward section 88, the tongue 52
provided at its free end with a tip 53 inverted
toward the section 52 and adapted to be engaged
by any one of a series of grooves 84 provided
along the outer circumference of the section 50
to secure the sections 59 and 5{ in fixed position.
The grooves B4 of the section 58 are so spaced
with relation to the tip 53 that the engagement
of the tip 53 with any one of the grooves 54 brings
the overlapping slots 48 in registry.

While the embodiments shown and described
herein are preferred forms of my .invention, it
is to ke understood that various changes may be
made in the steps of construction and arrange-
ment of parts without departing from the spirit
and scope of my invention or sacrificing any of
the features of novelty thereof inherent therein,
all of which are herein claimed.

Having described my invention, I claim:

1. A hem marker comprising a sectional stand-
ard secured o a base, and a detachable marking
element slidably mounted on the standard and
adapted to be secured thereto at varying eleva-
tions thereon, the standard provided with a cali-
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brated scale at eye level, the marking element
comprising a circular sleeve slidable upon the
standard, a casing secured to the sleeve and a
hollow circular tube secured to the casing, the
sleeve provided with a thumb screw adapted to
secure the sleeve upon the standard at varying
elevations, the casing comprising an upper and
a lower chamber, an opening connecting the said
chambers, the upper chamber provided with a
marking powder, an opening for inserting the
marking powder, closure means to seal said open-
ing and an air vent with means to inject air under
bressure into the upper chamber therethrough,
the lower chamber provided with lateral openings
adapted to have the ends of the circular tube
secured therein in air-tight relationship, the cir-
cular tube provided with a plurality of spaced
longitudinal slots around its inner periphery,
means to secure the ends of the circular tube
within the lateral openings of the lower chamber
of the casing and retain the circular tube in fixed
horizontal position, whereby air currents injected
into the casing propel the marking powder from
the casing into the circular tube and through the
slots thereof onto a garment disposed within and
encircled thereby.

2. A hem marker, according to claim 1, the cir-
cular tube comprising two semi-circular elements
of slightly different diameter with the smaller
element adapted to telescope into the larger ele-
ment, a tongue secured to the larger element and
provided with an inverted tip extending longi-~
tudinally beyond the end of said larger element,
& plurality of spaced grooves provided along the
outer periphery of the smaller element, the in-
verted tip adapted to engage any one of the
grooves to secure the elements together with
overlapping slots in registry.

3. A hem marker, according to claim 1, the cir-
cular tube provided with a flat inner periphery
at the area where the longitudina] slots are
located.

4. A hem marker, according to claim 1, the
longitudinal slots being cut at right angles to
the wall of the circular tube.
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5. A hem marker, according to claim 1, the
longitudinal slots being cut at an acute angle to
the wall of the circular tube in the direction of
the casing.

6. A hem marker comprising a sectional stand-
ard secured to a base, and a detachable marking
element slidably mounted on the standard and
adapted to be secured thereto at varying eleva-
tions thereon, the standard provided with a cali-
brated scale at eye level, the marking element
comprising a circular sleeve, a casing secured to
the sleeve and g hollow circular tube secured to
the casing, the sleeve provided with a thumb
screw adapted to secure the sleeve upon the

standard at varying elevations, a shoulder ex-

tending from the circular sleeve, a pair of arms
integral with the tasing and pivotally securing
the casing to the shoulder of the circular sleeve,
the arms further provided with retarding means
to arrest rotation of the casing beyond g fixed
arc, the casing provided with a marking powder,
the circular tube provided with a plurality of
spaced longitudinal slots around its inner periph-
ery, and means for ejecting the marking powder
from the casing into the circular tube and
through the slots onto g garment disposed within
the circular tube.
JOSEPH POLITZINER.
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