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<Continuation of Box No. III>

As described below, the International Searching Authority acknowledged that
there are two or more inventions in the present international application.

Document 1: JP 2016-222935 A (MITSUBISHI RAYON CO., LTD.) 28.12.2016 (2016-
12-28) paragraphs [0115]-[0121], table 4, comparative example 13

(Invention 1) Claims 1-9

Since document 1 discloses a prepreg using an epoxy resin composition
containing components (A)-(D) and a carbon fiber, claims 1-9 lack novelty in
light of document 1, and thus do not have a special technical feature.
Therefore, claims 1-9 are classified as invention 1.

(Invention 2) Claims 10-11

Claims 10-11 and claim 1 classified as invention 1 share the common
technical feature of “component (D) : oxazolidone-type epoxy resin,”
“component (B): novolak-type epoxy resin,” “component (D): a curing agent,”
“reinforcement fiber,” “prepreg.” However, said technical feature does not
make a contribution over the prior art in light of the disclosure of document
1, and thus cannot be considered a special technical feature. Also, there are
no other identical or corresponding special technical features between these
inventions.

In addition, claims 10-11 are not dependent on claim 1. Also, claims
10-11 are not substantially identical or equivalent to any of the claims
classified as invention 1.

Thus, claims 10-11 cannot be classified as invention 1.

In addition, c¢laims 10-11 have the special technical feature of a
“method for manufacturing a tubular support having: a step for arranging a
tubular prepreg containing a resin composition and a reinforcement fiber in
the metal mold; a step for heating the tubular prepreg at 130 °C or higher; a
step for pushing and molding the tubular prepreg in the metal mold by
expansion of media from the inside of the tubular prepreqg,” and thus are
classified as invention 2.

(Invention 3) Claims 12-15

Claims 12-15 share the common technical feature of an “epoxy resin
composition” and a “curing agent” with claim 1 classified as invention 1.
However, said technical feature does not make a contribution over the prior
art in light of the disclosure of document 1, and thus cannot be considered a
special technical feature. Also, there are no other identical or
corresponding special technical features between these inventions.

In addition, claims 12-15 are not dependent on claim 1. Also, claims
12-15 are not substantially identical or equivalent to any of the claims
classified as invention 1.

Therefore, claims 12-15 cannot be classified as invention 1, and thus
are classified as invention 3.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (extra sheet) (January 2015)
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(Invention 4) Claim 16

Claim 16 and claim 1 c¢lassified as invention 1 share the common
technical feature of “component (A) = oxazolidone-type epoxy resin,”
“component (B): novolak-type epoxy resin,” “component (D): a curing agent.”
However, said technical feature does not make a contribution over the prior
art in light of the disclosure of document 1, and thus cannot be considered a
special technical feature. Also, there are no other identical or
corresponding special technical features between these inventions.

In addition, claim 16 is not dependent on claim 1. In addition, claim
16 1is not substantially identical or equivalent to any of the c¢laims
classified as invention 1.

Therefore, claim 16 cannot be classified as invention 1.

In addition, claim 16 has the special technical feature of a “tubular
molded body having a curved part,” and thus is classified as invention 4.
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