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To all, whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JAMES E. ROBINSON, a 

resident of Chicago, in the county of Cook 
and State of Illinois, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Metallic 
Faced Brick or Tile for Building or other 
Purposes, of which I do-declare the following 
to be a full, clear, and exact description, ref 
erence being had to the accompanying draw 
ings, forming part of this specification. 

It is a well known fact that for many pur 

a perspective view of a brick or tile having 
an ornamental face on one of the edges and 
ends thereof, such brick or tile being shown as 
broken in two to indicate that the length 55 

poses brick, having a facing thereon of por 
celain, enamel, or other like material, is 
largely used for building and other purposes; 
and moreover that for ornamental purposes 
such brick are made of various shapes and 
designs. Further, it is well understood in 
the art that by covering the face of a brick 
or building tile with such porcelain, enamel, 
or other substance impervious to the ele 
ments, unsightly formations on the face of 
the wall or other thing constructed of such 
brick or building tile, is obviated, and that, 
at least in some instances, greater durability 
than could otherwise be secured is attained. 
My invention has for its object to provide 

a plain or ornamental brick or tile, for build 
ing or other urposes, and either solid or 
hollow, having a metallic face on the parts 
thereof designed to be exposed to the ele 
ments, or to view, of substantially the same 
design as is the face of like brick or tile not 
having such metallic face, and with such me 
tallic face extending sufficiently over or upon 
the faces of the brick or tile adjacent to the 
one or ones thereof designed to be exposed 
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to the elements or to view to insure perfect 
protection and a sightly appearance to the 
wall or other thing constructed of such brick 
or tile. 
A further object of my invention is to pro 

vide a metallic faced brick or tile well 
adapted to be used for building or other pur 
poses; that is to say, one whereof the me 
tallic face will not interfere with the “set 
ting’ or “taking hold” of the mortar, cement, 
or other article used in the laying of the 
brick or tile; and a brick or tile of the char 
acter named whereof the metallic face will 

5o be firmly held in position to the body thereof. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 

thereof is immaterial and having a metallic 
face embodying my invention; Fig. 2, a front 
elevation of such brick or tile, and Fig. 3 a. 
cross-section thereof on about the line of the 
break in Fig. 1 and having dotted lines indi- 6o 
cating that it may be made hollow in the 
ordinary way of making hollow building-tile. 
The same letter of reference is employed 

to designate a given part where more than 
one view thereof is given in the several fig- 65 
ures of the drawings. 
A is a brick or tile. B is the front edge or 

face thereof, and C is the end face thereof 
designed, as is face B, to be exposed to view 
in the wall or other thing constructed with 7o 
such and other like brick or tile forming a 
part thereof. 
D is the end, or face of the brick or tile A 

opposite to end or face C, and designed to be 
embedded in the wall or other thing con- 75 
structed there with. 
Where both ends of the brick or tile are 

designed to be exposed to the elements, or to 
view, both of such ends or faces may be con 
structed in the same manner as is end or face 8o 
C; and where neither of such ends or faces is 
designed to be exposed to the elements or to 
view they are constructed substantially as is 
end or face D. 
E is the top face or side of the brick or tile, 85 

and F is the bottom face or side. 
G is the back edge or face of the brick or 

tile. 
d is a groove in end or face D. 
e is a groove in the top face F. e' is also a 9c. 

groove in such top or face E. 
f is a groove in the bottom face F, and g, g, 

g, are depressions in the back edge or face G. 
A groove, as indicated by the dotted lines 

g", g' Fig. 1, may be substituted for the de- 95 
pressions g, g, g; and in like manner a series 
of depressions extending along in about the 
position of the several grooves d, e,f, may be 
substituted for such grooves, if preferred, the 
purpose of the several grooves or depressions I oo 
being to receive both the metallic facing and 
the mortar or cement used in building up the 
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540,560 

wall or other thing of such (and other like) 
brick or tile. 
H is the metallic facing or covering. 
The method or process which I prefer to 

employ in making my metallic faced brick is 
as follows:-Grooves, or depressions corre 
sponding to the grooves, d, e,f, and g are first 
obtained, by molding, drilling, with the chisel, 
or in any manner preferred, on the several 
edges and faces of the brick or tile adjacent 
to the one or ones thereof to be covered by 
the metallic facing; such grooves or depres 
sions being placed at that distance or point 
back from the corners of the brick or tile to 
which the metallic facing is desired to extend, 
on the several faces not to be exposed to the 
elements or to view. The several faces and 
parts of faces of the brick or tile to be cov 
ered with the metallic facing, including the 
grooves, (or depressions,) are then covered 
with a film of wax, paraffin, or other like sub 
stance, in the ordinary way heretofore used 
in electro-plating. The several surfaces to be 
coated are then blackleaded in the ordinary 
way; and the brick or tile is then suspended 
in the ordinary electro-plating bath. After 
the deposit of a sufficiently heavy coating of 
metal the brick or tile is then removed from 
the bath, cleaned in the ordinary way, and 
polished as desired. It will be found, of 
course that the portion of the several surfaces 
of the brick or tile not covered with the film 
of wax or like substance and blackleaded will 
not have been coated with the metal; and that 
by extending the wax (or its equivalent) and 
the black-leading into the several grooves or 
depressions the metallic facing will extend 

thereinto while such grooves or depressions 
will remain of substantially the same depth 
as before the metallic facing is applied to such 
brick or tile, and that thereby means are af 
forded for the mortar, cement or other mate 
rial used to enter, or be pressed thereinto, in 
constructing a wall or other thing of and with 
such brick or tile. 
Other means may be used for covering the 

brick or tile with the metallic facing, as by 
using the brick or tile as a “core print” and 
casting it thereon; but I prefer to use the 
electro-plating process, as thereby a saving in 
metal is effected; such saving being particu 
larly desirable where a costly metal, as silver, 
or even gold, is used for the metallic facing. 
The dotted lines I, I, in Fig. 3 indicate the 

hollow portion of a tile embodying my inven 
tion. - 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 
The combination with a brick or tile formed 

with a continuous groove a short distance in 
rear of its front face and with a series of de 
pressions on its back, of the metal facing Se 
cured to the front of the brick and its edges 
turned inwardly and formed with depressions 
engaging with said groove, said depressions 
and groove serving the double purpose of aid 
ing in holding the casing in place and for re 
ceiving mortar for holding the bricks together, 
substantially as described. 

JAMES E. ROBINSON. 
Witnesses: 

FLORA. L. BROWN, 
II. J. GOHLF. 

45 

55 

  


