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'EGG-CASE
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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent.No. 392,224, dated November 6, 1888.

Applieation filed May 24, 1888, Serial No. 275,255, (No model.)

1o all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that [, Tor.BerT J. REECE, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Me-
chaniesburg, in the county of Champaign and
State of Ohio, have invented certain new and
nseful Improvements in Figg-Case Fasteners,
of which the following is a specification. .

My invention relates to improvements in
fastenings for egg-cases; and my invention con-
sists in the constructions and combinations of
parts hercinafter deseribed and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, whieh form
a part of thisspecification, Figure 1 is a longi-
tudinal sectional elevation of an egg-case to
which a fastening embodying my invention has
been applied. Ifig. 2 is a perspective view of
one end of the same, showing the lid slightly
raised above the case and in a position to be
secared thereto. Fig. 3 isa detail view in see-
tion of the other end of the case, showing the
rear portion of the fastening device.

Like parts are indicated by similarletters of
reference throughout the several views.

In the said drawings, A represents an egg-
case of ordinary construction. B is the cover
thereof, provided at either end with the pro-
Jjecting cleats « and «/, adapted to fit over the
ends of the case. The cover B is preferably
made without side projections or flanges and
extends over the entire top of the case, the
sidds and ends of which are preferably flush
at the top, so that the cover fits snugly thercon.
At either end of the case and located at a dis-
tance below the top thercof equal to the width
of the cleats ¢ and «, I provide a eross-picee,
b, secured firmly to the ends of the case by
nails, serews, or in any other snitable manner.
Ixtending outwardly {rom the cleat « at the
rear of the ease, preferably in a line parallel
with the planc of the cover B, I provide a pro-
Jecting stud, d, adapted to engage in an open-
ing, @', in the end piece, A/, of the case A. This
projecting stud d is preferably bent at right
augles and extended through the cleat ¢/, and
secured firmly therein by riveting or other-
wise, as shown in Figs. 1 and 3, and is prefer-
ably so placed in the said cleat « that the
bottom thereof stands flush with the bottom
of said cleat. At the other end of the case A,
50 secured to the cover B and extending down-
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wardly across the cleat ¢, is a spring-eatch, e,
provided withan extended portion,¢’, adapted,

as the cover is forced downwardly, to come
against the eross-piece b, and thus force the
said catch outwardly until the cleat ¢ comes 35
in contact with the cross-piece ), and thus
holds the cover firmly in place by catehing
under the cross-picee b.

In order to prevent any side movement of
the cover B when in place upon the case A, 60
the spring-catch e is let into the cleat a, so that
a bearing is formed on either side of the said
spring-catch, the outersurface of which stands
flush with the outer surface of the said cleat.

A noteh, ¢, 1s also provided in the cross-piece 65
b corresponding in width with the spring-
catch, sothat all lateral movement of the cover

is prevented when the spring-catch is in place

in the cleat b and within the notch ¢*. To pre-
vent wear upon the cross-piece b and hold the 4o
partsfirmly together, I providea strip of metal,

¢, under the cross-piece 0, with which the
-spring-cateh is adapted to engage. Theopen-
ing d in the end piece, A/, into which the stud

is adapted to project is made slightly larger 75
ab the bottom than the stud d, so as to permit

of an upward movement of the forward end

of the cover B (provided with the spring cateh)
before said stud is disengaged.

The operation of the deviee it iy thonght 8o
will be readily understood from the above de-
sceription. The projection ¢ is first inserted
into the opening d', with the 1lid or cover in
substantially the position shown in Tig. 2.
The lid or cover is then drawn forward until 85
the cleat ¢’ comes in contact with the end
picee, A, of the ease, with the projection d in
the opening d. The cover B is then forced
downward uantil the spring-catch ¢ engages in
the notch ¢* and over the plate ¢, and thas go
holds the whole firmly together.

By the construction thus deseribed it will
be seen that the cover B is not only held firmly:
in position on the case, but is held against
lateral movement thereon without the use of g5
side projections or flanges, thus leaving the
top and sides of the case flush and of uniform
height.

The fastening-stud d being secured in the
cleat ¢/, as described, is entirely concealed,and 100
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the spring-cateh being let into the eleabe and
the noteh ¢':leaves the -ends: of the case per-
feetly flush without any projecting fastening
devices to interfere with each otlier or become
broken in: packing.

It will be seen that by the use of the fastener
above deseribed when thelid is placed in posi-
tion 'on the case and pressed down thereon
the fastening is antomatically accomplished
without further manipulation. Thisis of great
advantage :in ‘egg-cases, as with the various
fastenings in use; which require to be: turned
to:a different position or. otherwise manipu:
Iated to lock thelid, they frequently remuin
unulocked when returned and the fillers become
lost.

It is: obyvious' that: the construction: hercin
described is not: confined ‘in its usefulness to
egg-cases; but: may be applied to berry and
fruit: crates, chicketr-coops, or: various ‘other
kinds of shipping:eases embodying substan-
tially:the sume construction.

Having 'thus described - .my: invention, T
claim—

1. In a case substantially as deseribed, the
cover provided with the end cleats adapted to
fit over the ends: of said: case; a:.right-angled
projecting stud in one'of said cleats ‘and: pro:
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jeeting forward in a'line parallel with the plane
of said cover, a spring-catch at:the opposite
end of said cover extending through a notch
in :the - end -cleat - which forms side bearings
therefor, and @ cross-piece under which said
spring is adapted: to engage, said cross-piece
being notched to form side bearings for said
spring-cateh, substantially as specified.

2. The combination, with:a case having the
ends and sides flush with the top and provided
with eross-piecesontheends thereof, of a cover
having cleats ‘adapted to rest on said eross-
pieces, one of said cleats being provided with
a projecting stud parallel with the plane of
said cover and the other:cleat being provided
with a spring-cateh which is let into said cover
and cleat, so as to form: a side ‘hearing there-
for, a notel:in the eross-har adapted to receive
said spring-cateh,and a plate undersaid eross-
barwith which said catehis adapted to engage,
substantially asspecified.

Intestimonywhereof I'have hereunto setmy
hand this 19th day of May, A.:D. 1888.

TOLBERT J. REECE.

Witnesses:
T, S. CHENEY,
PAUL A. STALEY.
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