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o 2l whom it may concern
Be it known that 1. Taomas F. Murray,
o cifizen of the United States, reziding at
New York, in the county of New York and
State of New York, have invented a certain
new and useful Improvement in Protective
Cusings for Line Conductors, of which the

following is a specification.
The invention is a tubular shect metal cas-
w for hine eonductors, and is especially
lesigmed to protect hous -wiring, when the
aine 1s earried along the surfaces of walls,
citings. ete. The construction is such as to
permiab easv aceess to the conductors, at any
point, to prevent fire or moisture reaching
then, and to present a sightiy appearsance,
that 110 fact the casing may be used, if
ired. 05 a maolding member on ceilings or
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the aecompanying drawings—Figure
iz 2 plan view of my protective- casing.
*. 2 3y g sectional view on the lne w, @ of

Fig. 1. ¥ig. 3 iz o side slevation, showing

the casing in place on a ceiling. Fig. 4 ex
5 hibits the base portion. Fig. § exhibits the

cover portion. Iig. 6 exhibits the sapple-

uetlary cover for the joint between the ont-
koand dsing. Fig 7 exhibits the
portion of the casing, modified in form
a dunetion of the line conductors,
¢ cover for said modified base
4 to 8 melu-
in perspec-
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i to be made of resilient
when sntended to inclose
weciions of any convenient
lesigred to cover line wire

m  suitable
. 7, 8~which
crossing  or
o iz made in
cand a cover O,
irip B of resili-
/ med with lon-
s produced (Fig, 4)
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Ve apposes the pressin

portions of the flange. The width of the
strip between the flanges is to be sufficient
to accommodate the line wires to be inclosed.
The cover C is integrally formed of a simi-
lar strip of resilient sheet metal, and has
longitudinal sida flanges 1 vroduced by
bending said strip. Th€ width of the cover
15 to be such that when it is placed upon the
base portion B, the side flanges T will lap
over and press inwardly the bent over por-
tions of the flanges E, so that the spring
action of said flange B will hold said cover
furly in pluce. The flanges I may be in-
clinea toward one another so as to sscure

closer engagement with said flanges E.
When the cover C is-in place on the base

portion B, its under side rests on the outer
bends (r of flanges E, and its flanges 1 ex-
tend pearly to the bottom of the gutters .
In said gutters are openings for the screws
J, by which the device is attached to the wall,
ceiling or other support. ’

In joining the casing to an outlet block, as
X, of any suitable construction, the end of
the base portion B is brought into contact
with said block, and the cover is cut away
to permit of the line wires I being led into
the usnal biock openings. In order to cover

this opening in the cover, as well as said
block openings, 1 provide a

short supple-
weniary cover M, Fig. 6, having side flanges
N, similar to the flanges I on cover C, and
having one end of enlarged cross sectiona]
a. as shown at O. This cover is made
wide enough to be received upon the end
portion of cover C in proximity to block K.

In using the device, the sections of the
base poction B are secured in proper posi-

‘tion on the wall, ceiling or other support, by

the screws J, and the outlet blocks or other
fixtures to which the wires are to be led
are also fixed in place. The line wires are
then laid in said base portions and attached
to_the fixtures. The covers C are then ap-
plied, and where needed the supplementary
covers Mare adjusted in position.  1f desired,
auxiliary covers M may be made without the
enlargementatthe end, and used to cover the
joints between the sections of the casing, as
shown at P, Figs. 1 and 2. The line wires
are thus inclosed in a moisture-proof pro-
tective metal casing, and yet are easily ac-
cessible at any point or along their entire
length, by removing the proper cover sec-
tion, or such sections as may be necessary.
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Ag the covers are secured without any ex-
traneous fastenings, their removal and ap-
plication is easily accomplished.  When
the doevice 1s attached to a celling or side
wille, the out-turned edges of the gutters
H und the h:umu form barriers or dams o
the entiance of molsture from cedling or
walls to tim Interior of the casing. When
the deviee is placed on a level or inclined
surfuce, nuy water falling upon it flows to
the gaiters H, and is o trapped.
T claim:

1. A tubular protective casing for line
conductors, havipg  sulstantially parallel

side walls, and oo the exterior 4'f mlli walls
P(Hdl Jel Tongitudinal open gutters.

20 A tubulae o dodlw (:::sing for line
conductors, comprising a base section hav-
‘g three pdr'}llw fongitadinal ch mueis‘. and
a cover for the niddie !L:nmu only.

A tubular protective casing for line
conductors, unll)lh‘ ¢ l).uo portion and
a cover, each Integrally forwed of sheet
metal, the said base portion having three
},mqluu fongitudinal cummu] 5. ol the cover
havieg Hanges peceiving and engaging the
pmtil‘iu% Lwt»\ cen said H anges.

A tebular protective casing for line
wwhut«x”, CompY mmg u base section hav-
ing three pavaliel longitudingl channels, the
middle \h(muvl being of greater cross sec-
tional aven than eithor outer channel and re-
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ceiving said conduetors, and a cover for said
ml(lflle chammel onlv.

A tubular protective casing for line
c(mductor. comprising & base “section of
sheet metal integrally” forming three par-
allel nmgdudmal channels, the middle
channel being of greater cross sectional area
than eitber outer channel and receiving said
canductors, and a cover having resilient
lopgitudinal flunges receiving and engag-
m(f the partitions between said channels

A tubular protective casing for line
u)hdactox'% comprising an outlet block hav-
ing an opening for the passage of said con-
(hit,t()lb, a trough-shaped base section re-
ceiving said conductors and abutting against
said block, a trough-shaped cover having
sprag flanges recerving between them and
cngaging the side walls of said base seetion,

-and an auxiliary trough-shaped cover hav-

ing spring flanges receiv ing between them
and engagmg the flanges of suid first-named
cover, one end of said anxiliary cover be-
ing of enlarged cross sectional area and
abulting against zaid outlet block.

In tmtnr.mnv whereof T have aflixed my
gignature in presence of two witnesses.

THOMAS E. MURRAY.
Witnesses:
Gerrrube T. Porrer,
May T. Mctzarry,
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