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5 Claims. (CL 273-125) 
“My invention relates to improvements in game 
apparatus and has, for its primary object, the 
provision of an interesting and novel game in 
which any desired number of players may partici 
pate. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 

game in which the skill of the players participat 
ing, therein, is paramount in determining the 
final winner. 

10 With the above and other objects in view, the 
invention further includes novel features and de 
tails of construction, to be, hereinafter, more fully 
described, the preferred form of which is illus 
trated in the accompanying drawing. 

15. In the drawing: . . . . . . . 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of an apparatus con 

structed in accordance with the present invention. 
Fig.2 is a sectional view taken online 2-2 of 

Fig. 1. , , ...' ' 

20 Fig. 3 is a sectional view taken on line 3-3 of Fig. 2, and 
Fig. 4 is a partial perspective view illustrating 

the front of the game apparatus and showing the 
manner in which a golf mat may be employed in 

25 playing the game, as an alternative form to the 
ball launching means shown in Fig.1. . . 

Referring in detail to the drawing and particu 
larly to Figs. 1 to 3, inclusive, the apparatus em 
bodying the present invention includes an inclined 

30 runway (a), which defines a playing surface over 
which the balls employed in the game are adapted 
to travel. On the respective sides of the runway 
are vertical walls (b), which confine the balls in 

- their movement upon the inclined playing Sur 
35 face. The inclined runway (a), is constructed so 

as to contain, on its surface, a plurality of crests 
and troughs, indicated respectively at (c) and 
(d) in the drawing. The surfaces of the dips and 
elevations created by the crests and troughs are 

40 preferably uniformly curved to present a smooth 
rounded face to the balls passing over the same. 
The crests and troughs are constructed to angu 
larly traverse the playing surface of the runway, 
the variation of inclination to the center line of 

45: the runway placing the high points of the crests 
below a perpendicular to the center line at the 
right-hand side of the confining surface (b) and 
above the left hand confining surface. To clearly 
emphasize this point in the construction, I have 

503 shown a center line in the drawing with a per 
pendicular thereto to illustrate the angular devia 
tion of one of the crest surfaces across the run 
way. The troughs, also, slope in the direction of 
the side confining surface at the right-hand, side 

55 of the apparatus as clearly shown at (e) in Fig. 

5 

3. From the foregoing it will be apparent that the 
crests and troughs are angularly disposed acroSS 
the playing surface, both with reference to the 
longitudinal center line and with respect to the 
plane of the runway. Adjacent each of the 
troughs (d), at the lowest elevation of the same 
and located in the right-hand confining wall (b), 
in this instance, are openings (f). A channel (g) 
is situated on the exterior of the runway and 
provides a means for returning the balls, passing 
through the openings in the sidewall, to the player. 
Balls employed in the game are shown in the draw 

a 

60. 

65. 

ing at (h). A launching board (ii), having a con 
caved surface (i), which extends to a higher 
elevation than the inclined runway (a), is posi 
tioned in front of the same as shown in Fig. 1 of 
the drawing. . . . . . . 
To the rear of the inclined runway, along which 

the balls are projected from the launching board 
(i), by the players, is a hazard (k), which com 
prises an inclined surface lower than the crest of 
the highest point of elevation in the runway. The 
hazard. (k) communicates with a ball retaining 
channel (l) through an opening (m) in the side of 
the confining surface (b) located at the rear of 
the left-hand confining wall. A backboard is 
indicated at (n) to assure that any balls passing 

70 

75, 

80. 

beyond the inclined surface. (a), and the crests 
and troughs therein, will be retained by the 
hazard (k) ' ' ' ' ' ' 
Each of the openings (f) in the right-hand 

confining surface (b) are designated by markers 
or otherwise to indicate a numerical count utilized 
in scoring the game. In the instant case, I em 
ploy markers as shown in the drawing, Fig. 1, 
having counts of 5, 10, 15, 20 and 25, respectively, 
the openings being assigned markers of propor 
tional valuation in accordance with its proximity 
to the hazard (k). It will be understood that 
the players locate the balls one at a time at a 
chosen elevation upon the surface of the launch 
ing board (i) in an effort to attain the degree 
of movement of the ball upon the inclined Sur 
face (a), that will bring the same to rest in a 
particular or desired trough (d). If the desired 
length of movement of the ball is accomplished 
by the player, the ball will come to rest in One 
of the troughs from which position it will pass 
down the inclined surface of the trough through 
the opening (f) to the channel (g) and be re 
turned to the launching board. 
While it is apparent that many variations may 

be made in the manner of playing, or scoring, 
the game, I prefer to employ the following Way. 
Any number of players may partake in the game, 
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each player being allotted a predetermined num 
ber of balls, which, for example, may be ten 
balls apiece. The first player then takes his 
position at the launching board and playing 
one ball at a time, endeavours to make as high 
a count as possible. In scoring the game, a player 
continues projecting the balls up the runway and 
counting each scoring play as it is designated 
by the markers until either the ball in use passes 
through a scoring opening (f) a second time be 
fore a successive run of the entire five openings 
is made, or the ball is projected so hard as to 
finish its course in the hazard (k), from Which 
it assumes a position in the channel (l) and is 
not returned to the player. In either event, the 
next player continues for his turn at the launch 
ing board in a similar manner. In Scoring the 
game, it is further provided that each time a 
player projects the ball and the same returns 
down the runway (a) without having come to 
rest in one of the troughs, a point deduction is 
made from the player's score. Also, for each 
time a player scores a consecutive run of the en 
tire five openings, without repetition, the indi 
vidual score of each opening of the run is added 
and the sum multiplied by ten for a Score of 750. 
The play continues until the balls of the par 
ticipants have all come to rest in the channel 
(l), the player having the highest Score Winning 
the game. 

Referring particularly to Fig. 4, a modification 
in the method of playing the game is shown in 
which I employ a golf mat (o) from which golf 
balls may be putted in the usual way over the 
inclined surface (a), the scoring in this in 
stance, if desired, being the same as for that, 
hereinbefore, described. The length of the in 
clined runway may obviously be varied so as to 
impose a harder test of the accuracy of the golfer 
in playing the game from the putting mat (o). 
The invention is susceptible of various changes 

in its form, proportion and minor details of con 
struction and the right is, herein, reserved to 
make such changes as properly fall Within the 

; scope of the appended claims. 
I claim as my invention: 
1. A game apparatus comprising a ball con 

fining inclined runway, a plurality of crests and 
troughs situated across, the runway in angular 
relation with respect to the longitudinal center 

1,983,044 
line thereof, said crests and troughs also sloping 
toward one side of the runway, and a plurality of 
openings designating different counts located in 
the confining surface of the runway adjacent 
each of the troughs. 

2. A game apparatus comprising a ball confin 
ing inclined runway, a plurality of crests and 
troughs situated across the runway angularly dis 
posed with respect to the longitudinal center line 
thereof, said crests and troughs also sloping to 
Ward one side of the confining surface in which 
openings are located in juxtaposition to the lower 
level of each of the troughs. 

3. A game apparatus comprising a ball confin 
ing inclined runway, a plurality of Crests and 
troughs situated across the runway in angular 
relation with respect to the longitudinal center 
line thereof and along the surface of highest 
elevation, said crests and troughs also sloping 
toward one of the side confining surfaces in 
which openings are located in juxtaposition to 
the lower level of each of the troughs. 
4. A game apparatus comprising a ball confin 

ing inclined runway, a pluarlity of crests and 
troughs situated across the runway angularly dis 
posed with respect to the longitudinal center 
line thereof and along the surface of highest ele 
vation, said crests and troughs sloping in the 
direction of one of the side confining surfaces, a 
plurality of openings designating different counts 
located in the side confining surface adjacent the 
lower level of each of the troughs, and a ball 
launching board having a concave surface ex 
tending to a higher elevation than the runway. 

5. A game apparatus comprising a ball confin 
ing inclined runway, a plurality of C'ests and 
troughs situated across the runway in angular 
relation with respect to the longitudinal centel' 
line thereof and along the surface of highest ele-- 
wation, said crests and troughs, also sloping in 
the direction of one of the side confining Sur 
faces, a plurality of openings designating differ 
ent counts located in the side confining. Surface. 
adjacent the lower level of each of the troughs, 
a ball launching board having a concave Surface 
extending to a higher elevation than the run 
way, and means for returning the balls passing 
through the openings, adjacent the troughs to. 
the launching board. 

MELVIN ID, MAYNARD. 
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