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UNITED STATES

£

PATENT OFFICE

———

GEORGE C. THOMAS, OF BROOKLYN, NEW YORK,

IMPROVEMENT IN TICKET-BOXES FOR RA!LROAD-CARS.

8 ecification forming part of Letters Patent No. 146,198, dated December 30; 1873 ; application filed
: May 14, 1873.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, GEoreE C. TrHOMAS, of
the city of Brooklyn, State of New York, have
invented certain Improvements in Ticket-
Boxes for Railroad-Cars, of which the follow-
ing is a specification :

My invention relates to boxes to be arran ged
inside a railroad-car, above the seats, for the
reception and display of tickets; and the ob-
Jject of my invention is to enable an anthorized

ticket-collector to lock and unlock a row of

such boxes from the end of the series—an ob-
Jject which I attain in the manner which I will
now proceed to describe, reference being had
to the accompanying drawing, in which—
Figure 1 represents the two end boxes of a
series. Fig. 2 shows the arrangement of the
boxes in respect to the windows and seats H
Fig. 3, a vertical section on the line 1 2, Fig.
1; Fig. 4, a perspective view, showing the de-

~ vice for retaining and releasing the doors of

the boxes; and Fig. 5, a vertical section, full
size, of the lower portion of each box,

A and A/, Fig. 1, represent the opposite end
boxes of a series, secured one series to each
side of the car, each box oceupying a position
in relation to the window and seat. (Shown
in Fig. 2.) To the front of each box is fitted
a pane; D, of glass, and the interior of the box

. is ‘separated into two compartments by a ver-

tical partition, F, which may extend downward

“to-within a short distance from the bottom of

the box. In the top of the box are openin g8,
which are closed by receiving-blocks B B, s0
pivoted to the box at a that each block camn,
by elevating its lip b, be turned partly round,
thereby exposing the receptacle ¢/ of the block
forthe introduction therein of a ticket, which,

" on restoring the bloek to its former position,

is discharged onto a tilt, ¢, pivoted within the
box at d, and maintained in the inclined posi-
tion shown, with its lower edge against the
pane of glass, so as to retain the ticket dis-
charged from the block B in a position where

it can be. easily observed by the conductor as

he passes through the car. The devices above
described form no part of my present inven-
tion; hence it will suffice to remark here that,
on raising the lip b, and thereby turning the
block B, a trigger, £, on the latter will so act
on the tilt as to release the ticket. . The bot-

tom of each box consists of an inclined door,
hinged at #, as Dbest observed in the enlarged
sectional view, Fig. 5, so that when unfastened
the front edge of the door can be lowered, and
the tickets thereon discharged. .. The door is
secured by a sliding bolt, G, the front end of
which enters a recess in the glazed frame D,
which forms the front of the Dox. The: lock:
ing and unlocking of this bolt depend upon
the position of the sliding bar H, which ex- -
tends through the whole of the boxes of the
series, and is under the control of two locks,
one of which is sitnated near each end of the
series of boxes. The sliding bar H, at the
point where it passes through each box, has
two notches, g g, as best observed in the per-
spective view, Ifig. 4, the notches bearing such
relation to the inner end of the bolt G that,
when either notch is opposite to the latter, the
said bolt can be retracted from the recess in
the glazed frame by manipulating a, knob, m,
thereby releasing the door. B. (See Fig. 5.)
At or near each end box.A and A/ only of the
series is a lock, I, through which passes the

-sliding bar H, the latter having a notch, ¢, for

receiving an ordinary spring-bolt in the lock,
which bolt can be retracted by a key in the
possession of the authorized ticket-collector,
each notch being abrupt on one side, and. in-
clifed on the other, as shown in Fig. 4, for a
purpose explained hereafter. "When the doors
of all the boxes are locked, the position of the
notches g g, in respect to the bolt G of each
box, will be that shown .in the perspective.
view, Fig. 4. ‘

When it becomes necessary to collect the
tickets deposited in the various boxes, the of-
ficer on whom this duty devolves:enters the
car, and, by means of his key, withdraws the
spring-bolt of the lock of the end box of the
series from the notch ¢ of the bar H, which is
then at liberty to be pulled longitudinally un-
til the bar is arrested by any suitable stop at -
a point where one of each pair of notches g co-
incides with the bolt G of each box, this pulling
of the bar H being permitted by the inclined
side of the noteh ¢, adapted to the bolt of the
lock on the box at the far end of the series
and at the opposite end of the car. - The bolts

G of all the boxes being now at liberty to be
retracted, the doors are opened in succession,.
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and, after the withdrawal of the tickets, are
closed and bolted. On reaching the end box
of the series, after having removed the tickets
from the boxes and closed and bolted all the
doors, the officer has simply to pull the sliding
bar back to its original position, when the
spring-bolt of the lock I of the box first oper-
ated on will take its place in the notch ¢, and
the whole of the boxes will be locked. The
officer can then proceed to unlock the series

of boxes on the opposite side of the car, and,”

having removed the contents, may lock the
series in the manner described above, and then
repeat the same duties in another car.

_Tt is not essential, in carrying out my inven-
tion, that the bar H should have the two
notches ¢ g for each box, and two locks, one
for each end box, as one lock might be arranged
to secure the whole series of boxes through the
medium of a communicating bar or its equiva-

lent; but this would necessarily inconvenience |.

the officer in charge, for he would be compelled
to make two trips through the car; hence I
prefer the above-described arrangement, which

is such that the officer, the moment he enters
the car, can commence his duties, and prose-
cute the same as he proceeds, without the ne-
cessity of going over the same ground twice.

The bar need not be continued throughout
the whole length of the series of boxes. A
short bar, for instance, may extend through
each box, and the series of bars may be con-
nected together by chains or wires.

I claim as my invention— )

1. A series of boxes having doors with locks,
in combination with a bar, H, or its equiva-
lent, whereby all the doors can be either locked
or unlocked simultaneously, as set forth.

2. In combination with the door-bolts G of

a series of ticket-boxes and the notched bar -

H, common to all the boxes, a lock at or near
each end box of the series, for retaining and
releasing the bar, all substantially as described.

GEORGE C. THOMAS.

Witnesses:
Gxo. F. THOMAS,
Lucrus W. How.




