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To old Luhon, it noty conce7n 
Be it known that I, FRANKB, HOPEWELL, 

of Boston, county of Suffolk, and State of 
Massachusetts, have invented an Improve 
mentin Needle-Holders for Sewing-Machines, 
of which the following description, in connec 
tion with the accompanying drawings, is a 
specification, like letters and figures on the 
drawings representing like parts. 

In the manufacture of horse-blankets, cor 
Sets, boots, and shoes, &c., it is customary to 
make simultaneously two or more rows of 
stitches, and when a portion of the blanket 
or thing arrives under the needles where a 
square corner is to be turned it is customary 
to remove the work or else turn up out of ac 
tion all but one of the needles. 

I have devised a needle-holder wherein the 
needle is so held that it may instantly be re 
moved vertically out of operation and be as 
quickly put down again into working position 
when the fabric has been turned. 

Figure I shows, enlarged, part of a needle 
bar with my improvements added. Fig. 2 is 
a side elevation of the parts shown in Fig. 1. 
Fig. 3 shows the cover-plate detached. Fig. 
4 shows the latch detached, and Fig. 5 shows 
the needle and its head. 
The needle-bar A has attached to it by any 

suitable screw, as B, a block C, it having a 
vertical slot, as c, for each needle to be used, 
but two such slots being herein shown, the 
side walls of each slot being shown as offset 
atc' to afford play of a latch a (shown detached 
in Fig. 4) and pivoted at a' in the holder. 
The latch has a finger-piece b, which is screwed 
into it at its outer edge. The shank'of the 
said finger-piece is extended through a slot 
b’ in a cover-plate b' opposite a side notch b, 
which may receive said shank when the latch 
is to be turned aside to remove a latch from 
a notch d in a head d", to which is attached 
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in usual or suitable manner the needled, said 
head having a handpieced. The lower edge 
of the block has in the line with each slot c 
a hole for the passage of the needle. 
The needle at the left of Fig. 1 is supposed 

to be in Working position, the latch a, acted 
upon by a suitable Spring entering the notch 
d and keeping the head of the needle down 
firmly in position. 

When sewing is being done, both needles 
will be held down, as at the left in Fig. 1; but 
if it is desired to remove a needle vertically 
Out of the fabric and turn the fabric on the 
other needle, then the operator will engage the 
finger-piece b and will push aside the latch, it 
entering the notch c', and then Will engage 
the handpiece dand lift the head and its at 
tached needle into the position shown at the 
right in Fig. 1, where it will be retained by the 
latch, the handpiece traveling in the slot b. 
The relative position of the finger-piece b 

and handpiece d, and the former being fixedly 
pivoted and the latter being movable with the 
needle-head, renders it extremely convenient 
to quickly raise and lower the needle with the 
thumb and finger of one hand. The needle 
when raised may be lowered instantly simply 
by showing it down. w 

I am aware that it is not new to provide two 
needles independently movable up and down 
in their carrier; but no device yet proposed 
has made possible the extremely quick" ma 
nipulation which it is one object of my inven 
tion to secure. w 

The needle is held in its raised position by 
the pressure thereon of the spring-pressed 
latch and is supported against accidental 
bending by means of its bearing in the per 
forated bottom of the slot c. 
This invention is not limited to the exact 

shape shown for the head of the needle or for 
the latch, as the same might be materially 
changed and yet be within the scope of my 
invention. 
Having described my invention, what I 

claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

I. The slotted block having a plurality of 
slots, and latches pivotally mounted in said 
block, combined with a plurality of needles 
having each a notched head and fitted to re 
ciprocate in said slots, said latches entering 
said notches to lock the needles in fixed po 
sition, substantially as described. 

2. The slotted block having a plurality of 
slots, and pivoted latches mounted in said 
block, combined with a plurality of needles 
having each a notched head and fitted into 
said slots, the said latches entering said 
notches to lock the needles in fixed position, 
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and Springs to move said latches into locking 
position, Substantially as described. 

3. The slotted head, the face-plate having 
vertical slots with lateral notches, and the . 
notched needle-heads provided with fixed 
handpieces and needles, combined with the 
latches carried by the said slotted head adapt 
ed to engage said notches to hold the needles 
in Working position, or to be disengaged from 
Said notches to enable the heads to be slid 
vertically to put the attached needles out of 
operative position, substantially as described. 

4. A needle-holder, composed of a block 
provided with a vertical slot closed at its lower 
end, said closed end being perforated to re 

ceive the needle, a recess offset at one side of 
said slot, a latch pivoted in said recess and 
normally extending within the slot, and a 
head carrying a needle, said head being auto 
matically held in position by said latch and 
being provided with a handpiece for manipu 
lating it, substantially as described. 
In testimony whereof I have signed my 

name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

FRANK B. IOPEWELL. 
Witnesses: 

GEO. W. GREGORY, 
MIARGARET A. DUNN. 

  


