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UNITED STATES
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SPECIFICATION forming par’c of Letters Patent No. 599,561, dated February 22,1898,

Ap'ohca,tlou filed J'uly 27,1896, Serial No, 600,636,

To all whom it Maly CONCErr:

Be it known that I, FRANK B, HOPEWELL,
of Boston, county of Suffolk, and State of
Massaehusetts have invented an Improve-
ment in Needle-Holders for Sewing-Machines,
of which the following deseuptlon in econnec-
tion with the accompanying drawings, is a
specification, like letters and ﬁgures on the
drawings representing like parts.

In the manufacture of horse-blankets, cor-
sets, boots, and shoes, &ec., it is customary to

make simultaneously two or more rows of

stitehes, and when a portion of the blanket
or thing arrives under the needles where a
square corner is to be turned it is customary
to remove the work or else turn up out of ac-
tion all but one of the needles.

I have devised a needle-holder wherein the
needle is so held that it may instantly be re-
moved vertically out of operation and be as
quickly put down again into working position
when the fabric has been turned.

Figure 1 shows, enlarged, part of a needle-
bar with my improvements added. Fig. 2 is
a side elevation of the parts shown in Fig. 1.
Fig. 3 shows the cover-plate detached. Fig,
4 shows the latch detached, and Fig. 5 shows
the needle and its head.

The needle-bar A has attached to it by any
suitable screw, as B, a block C, it having a
vertical slot, as ¢, for each needle to be used,
but two such slots being herein shown, the
side walls of each slot being shown as offset

at ¢’ to afford play of alatch o (shown detached |

in Fig. 4) and pivoted at o' in the holder.
Thelatch hasa finger-piece b, which isserewed
into it at its outer edge. The shank’of the
said finger-piece is extended through a slot
b* in a cover-plate b’ opposite a side notch b2,
which may receive said shank when the latch
is to be turned aside to remove a latch from

. anoteh d in a head d’, to which is attached
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in usual or snitable manner the needle d?, said
head having a handpiece d®. The lower edge
of the block has in the line with each slot ¢
a hole for the passage of the needle.

The needle at the left of Fig. 1 is supposed
to be in working position, the latch «, acted
upon by a suitable spring entering the notch
d and keeping the head of the needle down
firmly in position.

(No model.)

‘When sewing is being done, both needles
will be held down, as at the left in Fig. 1; but
if it is desired to remove a needle vertically
out of the fabric and turn the fabric on the
other needle, then the operator will engage the
finger-piece b and will push aside the latch, it
entering the noteh ¢', and then will engage
the handpiece d® and lift the head and its at-
tached needle into the position shown at the
right in Fig. 1, where it will be retained by the
lateh the handplece traveling in the slot 6™

The relative position of the finger-piece D
and handpiece d? and the former being fixedly
pivoted and thelatter being movable with the
needle-head, renders it extremely convenient
to quickly raise and lower the needle with the
thumb and finger of one hand. The needle
when raised may be lowered 1nstantly simply
by shoving it down.

I am aware that it is not new to provide two
needles independently movable up and down
in their carrier; but no device yet proposed
has made possible the extremely guick’ ma-
nipulation which it is one objeect of my 1nven—
tion to secure.

The needle is held in its raised position by
the pressure thereon of the spring-pressed
lateh and is supported against accidental
bending by means of its bearing in the per-
forated bottom of the slot c. _

This invention is not limited to the exact
shape shown for the head of the needle or for
the latch, as the same might be materially
changed and yet be W1th1n the scope of my
1nvent10n

Having described my 1nvent10n, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. The slotted block having a plurality of
slots, and latches pivotally mounted in said
block, combined with a plurality of needles
having each.a notched head and fitted to re-
elplocate in said slots, said latches entering
said notches to lock the needles in fixed po-
sition, substantially as deseribed.

2. The slotted block having a plurality of
slots, and pivoted latches mounted in said
block, combined with a plurality of needles
having each a notched head and fitted into
said slots, the said latches entering. said
notches to lock the needles in fixed position,
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and springs to move said latches into locking
position, substantially as described.
3. The slotted head, the face-plate having

vertical slots with lateral notches, and the .

noteched needle-heads provided with fixed
handpieces and needles, combined with the
latchescarried by the said slotted head adapt-
ed to engage said notches to hold the needles
in working position, or to be disengaged from
said notches to enable the heads to be slid
vertically to put the attached needles out of
operative position, substantially as described.

4, A needle-holder, composed of a block
provided with a vertical slot closed at its lower
end, said closed end being perforated to re-

ceive the needle, a recess offset at one side of
said slot, a lateh pivoted in said recess and
normally extending within the slot, and a
head carrying a needle, said head being auto-
matically held in position by said latch and
being provided with a handpiece for manipu-
lating it, substantially as described.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

FRANK B. HOPEWELL.

Witnesses:
GEO. W. GREGORY,
MARGARET A. DUNN.
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