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To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I,1RA S. ALLEN, a citizen

. of the United States, residing at Detroit,in the
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county of Wayne and State of Michigan, have
invented certain new and useful Improve-
ments in Combined Chairs and Life-Preserv-
ers; and I do declare the following to be a full,
cleéar, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art
to which it appertains to make and use the
same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, and to the letters and figures
of reference marked thereon, which form a
part of this specification.

This invention relates to a combined chair
and life-preserver especially designed for use
on boats; and it consists in a certain construe-
tion and arrangement of parts, as hereinafter
fully set forth, the essential features of which
being pointed out particularly in the claims.

The object of the invention is to provide
means that will afford a light and portable
chair and one thatin ease of accident may be
readily employed as a life-preserver. This
object is attained by the construction illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Tigure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved device. Iig. 2is a central transverse
section with the seat and back removed. Fig.
3 is a plan view also with the seat and back
removed.
plication of thedevice as a life-preserver and
the position of parts when adjusted to a per-
son. .

Referring to the letters and figures of refer-
ence, A designates the side frames of the base
or body porfion of the chair, upon the outer
face of which a thin panel B is secuted, all of
said parts being formed of light wood. The
sideframes A of the chairare connected by the
front and rear cross-pieces C and are pro-
vided with the capping-pieces D, (see IFig. 2,)
having curved inner edges 4, forming a cen-
tral annularopening B therethrough, asshown
in Fig. 8. The straight portion of the inner

edges of sald capping-pieces D do not meet,
but are connected by the flexible straps b.
These side frames A of the body of the chair
are entirely covered with rubber cloth I or
other suitable covering impervious to water,

Tig. 4 is a view showing the ap-

said rabber on the inner face of said frames
being drawn from the bottom thereof to the
inner edges of the capping-pieces D, forming
an air-chamber II between said rubber cloth
and the inner face of the panel B of the frames,
as shown inFig. 2, whereby the body of frame
of the chair is reudered buoyant and the
wood-work thereof is protected from moist-
ure. Located across the inner face of the
side frames A, at the bottom thereof, is ashield
d, that prevents the rubber covering being
broken in at that point.

I designates the seat of the chair, to which
the back K is attached. Said seat is detach-
ablysecured to the top of the body portion of
the chair by means of the straps a, adapted to
engage the pins or buttons ¢, secured in the
side panels B thereof.” The depending flange
or shoulder d’ at the front edge of said seat
embraces the top portion of the body of the
chair, and the depending rear ends e of the
uprights 7 of the back pass between the pro-
jecting points 7 of the sides B at the rear,
whereby the seat and back are securely re-
tained in place.

To employ this improved device as a life-
preserver, the seat and back are removed by
disengaging the strapsafrom the pinsc. The
body of the chair is then placed over the head
of the person, the head passing through the
central opening E in the top thereof, the arms
passing through the opénings above the cross-
pieces C, and the flexible straps b at the front
and rear of the chair-body resting upon the
shoulders, as shown in TFig. 4, by means of
which the apparatus is securely attached to
the person, permitting the free use of the arms
and having sufficient buoyaney to support the
head above the water. ,

Thisimproved device serves the double pur-
pose of a chair and life-preserver without oe-
cupying any more space on the boat than the
ordinary chair, and may be readily and quick-
ly employed as a life-preserver when desired.

While I have shown and described the air-
space in the frame of the chair,I do not wish
to limit myself to this construetion to effect
the buoyanecy of the chair-frame, as cork ov
like substance may be used within the frame
of the chair for this purpose. without depart-

ing from the spirit of my invention.
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Having thus fully set forth my invention,
what I ¢laim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. In a combined chair and life-preserver,
the combination of the frame having air-
chambers alongthe sides thereof, an opening
through the top for the passage of the head
of a person, and openings through the sides for
the arms of said person, the seat detachably
located over the top of said frame, substan-
tially as specified.

2. In combination with the chair-frame hav-
ing openingsforthe body portion of a person,
the flexible impervious covering, the air-

chambers, the seat and back detachably
mounted on said frame, substantially as and
for the purposes set forth.

3. The combination, with a buoyant chair-
frame having means of attachment to the
body of a person,of theseat and back detach-
ably coupled thereto, substantially as speci-
fied. - :

Intestimony whereof I affix my signaturein
presence of two witnesses.

n IRA S. ALLEN,
Witnesses:

E. S."WHEELER,

R. B. WHEELER.
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