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To all, whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, DONALD P. SHANK 

WILER, a citizen of the United States, resid 
ing at South Bend, in the county of St. Jo 
seph and State of Indiana, have invented 
new and useful Improvements in Ruling De 
vices, of which the following is a specifica 
tion. 

This invention relates to improvements in 
ruling devices, and is more especially adapted 
for the use of bookkeepers for ruling lines on 
a ledger or journal or when balancing or 
closing up accounts. 
The object of the present invention is to 

provide an improved device of the above 
mentioned character that will be automat 
ically supplied withink and that will enable 
an operator to make the line perfectly 
straight and parallel with the margin or 
some other point on the page of the book 
without the use of a ruler. 
The invention consists in the construction 

and combination and arrangement of parts, 
all of which will be more fully described 
hereinafter and specifically pointed out in the 
appended claims. 

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1. 
is a perspective view of the ruling device. 
Fig. 2 is a longitudinal vertical section of the 
Sae. 

Making renewed reference to the draw 
ings, 1 designates the frame, which is pref 
erably made of sheet metal and has depend 
ing sides 2 and end pieces 3, in which are 
journaled the pintles 4 of the inking-roller 5. 
On one end of this roller is a serrated guide 
wheel 6, and near the other end are the mark 
ing or ruling disks 7 and 8, the latter prefer 
ably being formed of two disks in contact 
with each other, so as to mark a double line. 

In the frame 1 above the marking-disks 7 
and S is a partition 9, having apertures 10, 
through which the disks project. This par 
tition forms a compartment or receptacle 
for the ink-pads 11 and 12, the former of 
which snugly fits into the end of the com 
partment and the latter of which is mounted 
on a spring-arm 13, which consists of a flat 
strip of metal secured at one end, as 14, to 
the under side of the frame and extends 
across the same into the pad-compartment, 
where it is bent back upon itself for some dis 
tance and then extends upwardly, as at 15, 

then downwardly and secured at its outer end 
16 to the upper face of the frame 1. This up 
ward extension 15 forms a flat thumb-piece 
for pressing the spring down and engaging 
the pad 12, carried thereby with the marking 
disk 7, the normal tendency of the spring 
being to hold the pad up and disengaged from 
the marking-disk. In the top of the frame 
above the pad-compartment is an opening 
17, through which ink may be supplied to 
the pad 11, and as it is preferable to have the 
pad 12 contact with the pad 11 the former 
will by capillary attraction be supplied with 
ink from the latter. 

20 designates the handle, in which is 
screwed a pin 21, having a flat head 22, the 
shank of the pin near the head extending 
through an aperture in the top of the frame 
and also through an aperture in the washer 
23, said apertures being considerably larger 
than the diameter of the pin, so as to permit 
the handle, with the pin, to be freely turned 
and moved slightly laterally. Interposed 
between this washer 23 and the bottom of 
the handle is a rubber or yielding block 24, 
which permits the handle to yield when the 
operator pushes on it in a direction at an an 
gle to the vertical. 

In use the operator by taking hold of the 
handle and drawing the device across the 
page will by contact of the marking-disks 
and the guide-wheel 6 with the sheet scribe 
a double line, the marking-disk S being fed 
from the pad 11. When, however, it is de 
sired to rule another line parallel with the 
double line in one operation, the operator 
with his thumb or finger presses upon the 
extension 15 of the spring 13 and brings the 
pad 12 into contact with the marking-disk 7, 
and during such operations the serrated 
guide-wheel 6 may be caused to follow a cer 
tain line or edge of the page, so as to insure a 
straight marking from the disks. 
As it is one of the objects of the present 

invention to obviate the use of a ruler even 
when long rulings are made, the handle 20 is 
permitted to yield, as hereinbefore pointed 
out, and this yielding or swaying may occur 
by virtue of the operator turning his hand 
while ruling or by pressing down at an angle 
to the vertical; but these operations will not 
interfere with a straight ruling or prevent an 

55 

65 

7 O 

75 

95 

IOO 

even pressure of the ruling-disks or marking 
through a slot in the top of the frame and wheel on the paper. 
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Having thus described the invention, what 
is claimed is- - 

1. In a ruling device, a frame having a 
roller journaled therein, a ruling-disk car 
ried by the roller, a compartment in the 
frame, an inking-pad in the compartment 
normally held from engagement with the 
ruling-disk, and means accessible from the 
top of the frame for engaging said pad with 
the ruling-disk. 

2. In a ruling device, a frame, a compart 
ment in the frame, ruling-disks journaled in 
the frame and projecting into said compart 
ment, inking-pads mounted in the compart 
ment, one of which is normally held in con 
tact with one of the ruling - disks, and a 
spring-arm secured to the frame and pro 

jecting above the same and adapted to be 
pressed to engage the other pad with the 
other ruling-disk. 

3. In a ruling device, the combination 
with a frame having ruling-disks journaled 
therein, and inking-pads mounted in the 
frame above said disks, of a spring-arm se 
cured beneath the frame and carrying one of 
said inking-pads and also having a portion 
projecting above the frame to form a thumb 
piece for engaging the pad with a ruling-disk. 

In testimony whereofiaffix my signature in 
presence of two subscribing witnesses. 

DONALD P. SHANKWILER. Witnesses: 
GEORGE OLTSCH, . 
GRACE M. CoLE. 
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