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To all whom it may coneern:
Be it known that I, JAMES C. DICDO\ALD

acitizen of the United States, 1e51d1n"atD¢1v )

enport, in the county of Scott ‘and “State of
Towa, have invented a new and useful Skirt

~and Waist Supporter, of which the following

is a specification.

My invention relates. to celtam 1mpx ove-
ments in devices of that class employed for
connecting a skirt and waist and designed for
mopelly holding and supporting both gar-
ments in proper position.

The prineipal object of the invention is to
provide an improved article which while se-
curely holding the garments in place will per-
mit of slight dellstnlent of their relative po-

sitions, a further object being. to provide a

device which may be made dnd sold asan arti-
cle of manufacture and readily attached to
thegarments withoutany necessity foraltera-
tion in the constroction of either garment,
as more fully described hereinafter.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a rear view of a portion of a sknt; and waist,
illnstrating a garment-supporting device con-
structed in ’lCGOlddnCe with my invention.
Tig. 2 is.a similar view of a portion of the
Walst illustrating the construction ofthemem-
ber of the fdstenex to be. attached.thereto.
Fig. 3isa perspective view of the belt adapted
to be passed around the waist of the wearer.

Iig. 4 is an elevation of a portion of the skirt:

lookmv from the inside of the same. Fig. 5
isa transverse sectional elevation, on,an ex-

aggerated scale, illustrating the posmon as-.|

sumed by the parts when connected Fig. 6
isanelevation of a modification more pm’tleu—
larly referred to hereinafter.

The waist 1 may be of any size orstyle and.

madeinany desired manner orof any suitable
material. To the rear portion of this gar-
ment is secured a strip of reinforcing mate-
rial 2, made of some strong textile fa,buc, the
upper edge only being secuxed, as at 3, by
smtchmfr orotherwise to the garment. ThlS
1emf01cmv strip is provided. w1th large me-
tallic eyelets 4, arranged one on each 51de of
the center of the stup This reinforeing-
strip, however, need not necessarily be in one
piece or made of some textile fabrie. It can
be made of some other material or of sheet
metal, with holes eut to aetas a substitute for

the metal ey elets 4, nor is it neceesmy that
‘the’ strip, should be in one piece. It may be
‘in two pieces, each piece mdependent of the
;uther, ene.on the left side and the other on
“the. 1mht side. of waist, the two pieces to be
ithe.proper. dlstance apalt andattached to the
‘waist by stltchmfr or otherwise at the upper

edges only.  In Fig. -G I have illustrated a
modlﬁed construction of xemfmcm g-strips,in
‘which small metallie plates 2' are employed,
-one plate being placed on each side of the
center of the back of the waist and secured
thereto by integral prongs 8' or by stltchm"
or otherwise.

The belt portion 5 of the fastening is for med
‘of any suitable material and-at one end is
.provided with a buckle 6, or any other suit-
able means may be employed for securing it
‘at the:front of the waist. . The belt is pro-
vided with two stud members 7 of any ordi-
nary character, which when _the belt is placed
under the flap 2 will progect through the eye-
lets 4, considerable play in .both latexal and
veltleal directions being permitted, owing to
‘the difference in size of the stud members and
the eyelets; but the stud members and the
‘eyelets may ‘be.of the same size, if desired,
‘when of course there will be no play. .

The belt' s, passing as it does around the
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outside of the waist, serves to confine the lat- -

ter closely to the body and holds the.lower
portion of .the garment securely in place—a
desirable featale where a loose-front waist is
‘worn,

The skirt 8 may be of any ordinary. mate-
‘rial and provided with the usual waistband 9.
To the waistband 9 on each side of the
placket-opening, or to the skirt itself if it is
desired to set the female members 10 low
.down, are secured the female members 10,0f
‘the fdstenlng, each of such members com-
prising a socket-piece 11 for the reception of
the stud member 7 and an attaching-plate12
of a length greater than the diameter of. the
eyelets 4 althourrh this attaching-plate may
be of the same lenvth as-or a shorter-length
than the diameter of the - eyelets 4. Each

plate 12 is provided with a number of open-
ings 13 to permit its being secured by stitch-
ing or otherwise to the Walstbzmd of gkirt or
to the skirt itself when it is desired to set the
female members 10 low down, this construe-
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tion permitting of the securing of the female |

members in place without exposing the head
of the members on the exterior of the garment.

In applying the article, the reinforeing-flap
2 having been secured to the waist, the belt
5 is plaeed under the same with the stud
members projecting through the metallic eye-
lets. The ends of the waistband of the skirt
or the ends of theskirtitself are then secured
to the belt at the back of the body by snap-
ping the female members 10 on the stud mem-
The placket-opening may then be
closed by a smtable hook and eye or other
device.

The metal plates 12 being of a greater 1enqt,h
than the diameter of the metallic eyelets, the
ends of the plate will be prevented from be-
ing caught by the eyelets, and any slight ad-
justment necessary to bring either the skirt
or the waist to central positions will be per-
mitted. At the same time the back of the
walist will be held securely in place and the
skirt will be supported from the belt without
exercising any strain on the material of the
waist, the width of the eyelets permitting of
slight downward movement of the skirt with-

out bringing its weight to bear on the upper

gar ment.

Insome cases the strip 2, of 1emf01 cing ma-
terial, may be replaced by small metallic
plates 2', having spurs 3’ for securing the
samein p051L10n on the shirt-waist, the plates
being provided with suitable openings as a
substitute for the eyelets 4. This construe-
tion'is-clearly illustrated in Fig. 6. ‘

Although the structure herein described
and illustrated is that of the preferred form,
it is.obvious that changes in the form, pro-
portions, and size may be resorted to without
departing from the spirit or sacrificing any
of the advantages of my invention.

Having thus “deser lbed my invention, what

I claim is—
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1. A supporting device for connecting and
supporting garments, comprising a body -en-
circling belt a ball-and-sccket fastening hav-
ing one of 1ts members secured to q(ud belt
and the opposite member secured to one gar-
ment, and an eyelet-carrying flap seculed at
ity upper edge only to the opposite garment

‘and situated between the membexs of the

ball-and-socket fastening.
2. A supporting device for an upper and a

-lower garment comprising a flap secured to
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-the upper garment and having oné or more

eyelets; a body-encircling belt adapted to
pass between the flap and the upper garment
and-carrying one member of a ball-and-socket
fastening, tho opposite memberofsaid fasten-
ing being secured to the lower garment, sub-
stantially as specified.

699,339

3. A supporting device for an upperand a
lower garment comprising a flap secured at
its upper edge to the rear of the upper gat-
ment and p1ov1ded on opposite sides of the

center with metallic eyelets, a body-encir-

cling belt adapted to pass under said flap on
the exterior of the upper garment and pro-
vided at its ends with securing devices, stud-
attaching members secured to said belt in
alinement with the metallic eyelets, and
socket members adapted for attachment to
the lower garment and adapted for engage-
ment with said stud members.

4. A supporting device for an upper and a
lower garment comprising a flap secured at
its upper edge to the rear of the upper gar-
ment and provided on opposite sides of the
center with enlarged metallic eyelets, a body-
encireling belt, adapted to pass under said
flap on the exterior of the upper garment and
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provided at its ends with securing devices, .

stud-attaching members secured to said belt
in alinement with the metallic eyelets, and
socket members for attachment to the lower
garment and adapted for engagement with
said stud members, the eyelets being of
larger diameter than the stud and socket
members in order to permit lateral adjust-
ment of the garments.

5. A supportmﬂ device for an uppe1 and a
lower garment comprising a flap secured at
its upper edge to the rear of the upper gar-
ment and p10v1ded on opposite sides of its
center with enlarged metallic eyelets, a body-

_encireling belt adapted to pass under said

flap on ‘ohe exterior of the upper garment,
stud-attaching members secured to said belt
in alinement with the metallic eyelets and of
a diameter considerably less than that of said
eyelets to permit lateral adjustment of the
garments, and socket members having at-
taching-plates of a length greater than the
diameter of the eyelets and adapted to be se-
cured to the inner portion of the waistband
of the lower garment.

6. Tn combination, a waist having an eye-

let member secured at its upper end only to .

the waist, a'belt adapted to encircle the waist
of the wearer, said belt passing under said
eyelet member, -a. member of a ball-and-
socket fastener carried by the belt in aline-
ment with the eyelet, and a skirt having a
mating ball-and-socket member adapted to

- engage with the member carried by the belt.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my s swnatme in
the presence of two witnesses. -

JAMES C. MCDONALD

Witnesses: :

ALBERT J. NOTH,
Jos. L. Panr.
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