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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
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IMPROVEMENT IN CORSETs. 
Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 20s,)49, dated September 17, 1878; application filed 

June 26, 1878. 

To all chom it may concern: - 
Be it known that I, HENRY S. STRAUSs, of 

the city of New York, in the county of New 
York and State of New York, have invented 
a new and useful Improvement in the Manu 
facture of Corsets; and Idohereby declare that 
the following is a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion thereof, reference being had to the ac 
Companying drawings, and to the letters of 
reference marked thereon and making a part of this specification. 
Myinvention has for its object the construc 

tion of a corset in which the various parts are 
so made and arranged that the fitting of the 
corset to the body is produced by the peculiar 
shape of the Several patterns which form the 
base of the corset, and with such an arrange 
ment and disposition of the shaping and stiff. 
ening devices as gives to the parts most ex 
posed to Wear and strain a corresponding 
strength, and to those parts which do not re 
quire so great a strain less material, whereby 
a corset is produced which is light and at the 
Same time Strong, and in which the several 
parts are SO constructed and combined as to 
make of the whole corset a structure superior 
to any now in use. 
In the drawings, Figures 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 

represent the several patterns of which the 
base of each half of the corset is composed. 
Fig. 8 represents one-half of the corset ex 
panded, but without perspective shading, the 
dotted lines indicating the seams. Fig. 9 rep 
resents the hip-piece d enlarged, and also a 
portion of the piece d broken away, showing 
the bones and the under seam. 

Like letters and figures represent corre 
Sponding parts in all the drawings. 
I will first describe the various patterns of 

which the base or body of the corset is con 
structed, which several patterns are made of 
Such shape that when connected as herein de 
scribed the corset will be shaped to fit the body, 
Each half of the body of the corset is com 

posed, first, of seven patterns, as shown in the 
drawings, numbered 1 2 3 4 5 6 7. In cut 
ting these patterns, Nos. 1 and 7 may be 
doubled by folding the material on their outer 
straight edges. Nos. 2, 3, and 6 consist of two 
pieces each, cut to the same pattern, while 

Nos. 4 and 5 may be single or double, as de 
sired. The pattern Fig.1 has the usual hooks, 
and the 
The pattern Fig. 1 is cut with both sides 
straight and parallel. The pattern Fig. 2 is 
cut with one side straight, as shown, and 

pattern Fig. 7 has the usual eyelets. 

the other side expanding toward its upper. 
part, while the pattern Fig. 3 has both sides 
parallel for nearly two-thirds its length, and 
then both sides expand outward. 

By this arrangement the fullness required 
for the breasts is attained with only one seam 
On the breast to connect the pieces, being the 
Sean connecting patterns 2 and 3. The other 
patterns slope gently inward from their upper 
part, and expandin their lower parts, as shown. 
The dotted lines in Figs. 2 and 3 indicate 

the seams which form pockets in such pieces, 
in which pockets are inserted the bones for expanding the' breast-portion of the corset; 
and When the bones are inserted in these 
parts 2 and 3, and the parts united, as herein 
after described, this disposition of these bones 
forces outward the portion of the corset lying 
OVer the breasts. The pockets formed in the 
upper part of the pattern Fig. 7, when sup 
plied with the bones, also tend to shape the 
corset to a desirable form. In Figs. 1 and 7 
are also inserted the usual front and back 
bones, as indicated by the pockets formed by 
the seams indicated by the dotted lines in the 
drawings, and in Fig.6 also a side steel may 
be inserted, as shown in Fig. 6. 
When the pockets are formed in the several 

patterns 1 2 36 7 all the several patterns are 
Sewed together, The best way of sewing them 
together is as follows: The edge of Fig. 2 
(showninthedrawing nearest to Fig.1) is sewed 
to Fig. 1 on the edge nearest to it. These pieces 
Figs. 1 and 2 are laid together so that the sides 
of said pieces which are on the inside of the cor 
Set When the corset is finished will face each 
other, and the edges of the parts are thus on 
the outside of the corset when the parts are 
expanded, and the inside of the corsetis smooth, 
the seams being what are called “hidden 
seams.” All the patterns are thus sewed to 
gether, the edge of the piece of each higher 
number (shown in the drawing nearest the 
lower number) being sewed to the edge of the 
lower number nearest to it. When all the 
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seven patterns Figs. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 have 
been thus sewed together, the shape of the 
whole forms one-half of a corset so shaped as 
to make the form desired. 

Having thus described the several patterns, 
the arrangement of the pockets for the bones 
in the patterns, and the best method of unit 
ing the several patterns to form the body of 
the corset, I now come to describe the forma 
tion of the pockets for the bones other than 
those already described, which extend from 
the top to the bottom of the corset, and the 
disposition of these pockets upon the corset. 
These pockets are formed by auxiliary pieces. 
(Shown in Fig. 8, and marked a, b, c, d, e, and 
f) All these pieces, except d, may be made 
of equal width throughout their entire length 
and wide enough to form three or four pockets, 
as may be desired. 
When the corset is made up of seven pat 

terns, as heretofore described, the seams con 
necting the several patterns are disposed in 
those Several parts of the corset where these 
longer bones may be placed with the greatest 
advantage to fit the wearer and give proper 
shape to the corset, and I therefore make the 
pockets, when three bones are used, so that 
the middle bone will fall directly over the con 
necting-seam of the parts under it, or near to 
such seam. 

By thisarrangement of outside pockets, also, 
an additional thickness of materialis given to 
those parts coming in that part of the corset 
where the strain is greatest, while the disposi 
tion of the shaping-bones, as already described, 
is between only two thicknesses of material. 
The hip-piece d, Fig.9, is a narrow strip, with 

its sides parallel about one-half its greatest 
length, With a gore-shaped or flaring lower 
part, having pockets for bones of decreasing 
length, as shown in Figs. 8 and 9. This piece 
d is sewed over the outer side of the corset, so 

that the seam connecting patterns Figs. 4 and 
5 comes under it at or about the heavy dotted 
line shown in Figs. 8 and 9 by the letters o o. 
This piece, while giving shape to that portion 
of the corset, also serves as a protection or 
shield for the hips, upon which the outer gar 
ments may lie. 

In corsets as heretofore constructed the base 
of the body of the corset has been made up of 
patterns of various shapes and numbers, for the 
purpose offitting the same to the body, and cor 
sets so made are not new; but corsets as hereto 
fore constructed have not been composed, as de 
scribed herein, first, of a base made up of pat 
terns, as shown and described, having the 
bones exposed to comparatively little wear and 
strain, arranged in pockets in the patterns 
forming the base, together with a system of 
pockets for the bones exposed to greater wear 
and strain formed by auxiliary patterns com 
bined with the base of the corset. 
What I therefore claim as new, and desire 

to secure by Letters Patent, is 
1. A corset the base of each half of which is 

constructed of seven pieces or patterns of the 
shape described and shown, numbered 1 2 3 4 
567, having bones arranged and disposed in 
such several patterns as herein described, in 
combination with auxiliary pieces described 
and shown, marked a, b, c, d, e, and f, disposed 
upon such base, and forming auxiliary pockets 
for the bones shown, all substantially as de 
scribed, and for the purposes set forth. 

2. A corset provided with an auxiliary gore 
shaped hip-supporting piece, d, arranged upon 
the base of the body of the corset, substan 
tially as described and shown, and for the pur 
poses set forth. 

HENRY S. STRAUSS. 
Witnesses: 

TALMADGE W. FosTER, 
A. T. GURLITZ. 
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