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COMMODE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of ietters Patent No. 465,569, dated December 22,1891,
Application filed March 19, 1891, Serial No, 385,700, (No model,)

To all whom it may concern:
Beitknownthat [,ISATAH W. SYLVESTER, of

the city of Passaic and State of New Jersey,’
have invented a new and useful Improved.
Commode, designed to retain faeces and urine

for some length of time without objection-
able vision and odors.

part of this specification.

Irigure 1 is a view of the commode as it
stands ready for use,.and it will be observed
that it consists of an upper part A, containing
a vertical moving seat ¢/, in the rear of which
is an air-chamber a, all resting upon a lower
part B, which is the receiver of the fmeces and
urine. Fig. 2 is a vertical section of both up-
per and lower parts. Tig. 8 is a front view
showing two springs d d, holding the seat-
board in position. Fig. 4 is a vertical section
showing two ends of two horizontal shutters

S/, one of two V-shaped projections e, two"

weights 4 4, hanging to arms projecting from
theshutters,all immediately beneath the seat-
hole, and in the corner of the lower part B
a partition 0% Fig. 5 is a horizontal section
showing the upper end of partition b? a stop-
cock h, entering into the corner made by par-
tition 0% and a stop-cock b, placed near the
bottom for cleaning purposes.

The commode, as represented in Fig. 1, is
box-shaped; but it may be constructed in any
suitable form or dimension. Iconstruct it of
wood, and to prevent faeces or other decom-
posable materials from entering into the pores
of the wood, as well as to preserve the wood
itself, I line or coat the inside of the lower
part B with coal-tar. This lower part B is
shown in all of the figures, and is the recep-
tacle of the freces and urine.. At one corner
of B, I place a partition 5% which cuts off ‘a
small space and extends vertically to within
about an inch (more or less) of the top and the
bottom of B.  The upper end of this partition
0? is seen in Fig. 5. A cock % opens on the
inside of the space cut off by partition 0%
which cock islocated twelve to eighteen inches
from thebottom of B.. It is for the purpose of
drawing off the superabundant liquid with
whatever the liquid may contain in solution
whenever the liquid shall have arisen above
the cock’s level. The partition D? serves sev-

The followingis a de-'
scription of the same, reference being had to:
the drawings herewith annexed and made a

eral purposes. - It keeps the paper and in-
soluble portion of the feeces, &c., within the
body of the commode and from clogging the
outlet 2. It compels the water and urine to
pass down and under its lower end before
reaching the outlet h,in order that as it does
so all floating materials may be left on the top
of the water-column, while those things that
may be heavier than water may fall to and
remain on the bottom of B, only the water
and whatever it may contain in solution pass-
ing down and then up between the partition
b* and the corner of B to the outlet /, from
whence it ean be taken for fertilizing pur-
poses as often as may be desired. This par-
tition is shown in Figs. 2, 4, and 5,and taken
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in connection with outlet /1 enables one to .

draw off the liquid without removing from
the commode any oily disinfectant lighter
than water, which may be desirable to at any
time use by floating it upon the top of the
column of waterin the body of the commode.
The ountlet 0’ is intended for the more thor-
ough cleansing of the commods whenever it
may be desirable to remove its entire con-
tents.
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The upper part A is made removable from

thelower part B at pleasure, it simply sitting
upon B when in use, the joint being made as

‘| tight as possible by being made smooth, and -

the whole kept in place by the side beading
ot bt In this upper top part is sunk a mov-
able frame, to which is attached the board in
which the seat-hole is made.

The seat-hole board and seat-hole ¢ and ¢/,
the frame b b% the shutters f f, and V-shaped
projections e ¢ are shown in Figs. 2 and 4,

An air-chamber ¢ is situated in the top of
A immediately in the rear of the seat-hole,
which air-chamber is designed to connect the
interior of the commode with any ordinary
house-chimney flue or other ventilating ap-
paratus by means of tin piping a® about two
ineches in diameter.

Theseat-hole ¢ is made in a board which is
fastened to a rectangular frame b b fitted
into the top of A, soas to move freely but
snugly in a vertical direction. The seat-hole

board is made alittle longer and broader than
the frame,and two springs d d, fitted between
the front projection of the seat-hole board and
thetopof A,(seeFigs.1,2,and 3, hold the front
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end of the frame and seat-board about three
(8) inchesabove the top of A, while the back or
rear end of the seat-hole board rests directly
on the topof A. This gives the seat-board ¢
and frame b b®an inclined position when the
commode is not being used; but when a per-

son sits upon the seat-hole the springs d d

are so adjusted as to yield to the person’s
weight and the frame and seat-board fall an
inch or more, or until the seat-hole strikes
suitably-adjusted rests placed at the sides

- and between the seat-board and the top of A.
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"V -shiaped projections e ¢, les 2 and 4.
shutters would hang pelpendlculally but for

These springs may be placed at the sides, if
preferred, and may be of any appropriate
form. When the person using the commode

rises, the springs d d unmedlately earry the

frame b® and seat-board ¢ to its original posi-
tion. A fall of an inch or more is thus se-
curéd, and I utilize this fall by making the
front end of théframeb%i impinge on two ) hioi-
Z61ital shutters f f, hung on the tnder side of
thié top of A and 1mxnedmtely bereath the
séat-liole, one shutter ‘being hung on éach side
of the seat-nole, and both S0 adJ tsted as to
close toward éach other until their pointsméet
and the two ends of éach shutter strike two
V-shaped projections, pointéd downward and
fastened on the under side of the top of A.
Thege shutters f fare at right angles wrchrthe
The

weights, which I use in preference to springs,
althouvh suitably-adjusted springs may be
uséd, Whlch weights are hang to arms extend-
ing at right anfrleb frotn the S1des of the shut-
térs i‘ti_éa'r’ that edgeé of the shutter that is
hinged to the top of A. These weights and
arms < ¢ aréseen in Fig. 4. Thearms extend
at a right angle from the shutter to-a point

twWé to four mche% beyond the point on the

under part of the top A to which the shutters
aré hinged; or; in other words, the fuléram-
point and the wewhts are of stch trr'aVlty as
to move the shutters from their otherwise per-
péndicnlar position to an inélinéd position
and to the position at which the ends strike
thé two V-shaped projections e ¢; one of these
V-shapéd projections being at the réar end
of the seat-hole and oOné at the front énd.
Thie opening bélow the seat-hole is then ¢losed
by the action of the weights.

At egeh of the lower flont corners of the
frame b° 1 place a small wheel ¢, which, when
thie framé is ab it§ most elevated posmon

just impinges on the shutters as they are héld -
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by the weights against the V-shaped projec-
tions. They are placed there to save abra-
sion and to make the opening and closing of
the shutters easy. As the frame b is pr essed
down by the weight of the person using the
commode,the Wheels1evolve againstthe shut—
ters and compel them to open by overcoming
the gravity of the weights. As long as the
seat-hole board and frame is held down to
its lowest position the shutters remain open
and the commode is made usable. When the
frameraises, thepressureof the wheels against
the shutteérs is relieved by the upward tend-

‘ency of the springs d d, and the gravity of

the weights ¢¢ closes the shutters against the
V-shaped projéctions: Hence when a person
is actually using the domniode the shutters
remain opeén; but when such person léeaves
the Seat the springs d d raise the frame and
sedat -hole, arid tlie horizontal shutters are
closed sor qulckly by the weights that all un-
sightly visions of fecal matter are cut off be-
fore 4 person can turn around and look at it.
The upper part of the commdde A 1§ made
deep enough to permit it tohold the shutters,
frame, &c., and these are thérefore easily re-
noved, to“ether with the air-chambiets, and
kept by themselves whenever it may be de-
sirable to remove B and cleanse it.
The following featuresin my commode tend
both to d1m1n1sh the production of foul odors

and theirescape into tive room: first, the sub-

niergence of the f#ces beneath the water and
arine; second, thie use of any oily disinfect-

ant lighter than water that may be kept on

the top of the column of liguid in B; third,
to the Ventllatlon throtigh the air- ehambel
a and pipe o, and, fourth to the avtomatic

shutters 1 7, which keep the seat<hole closed

when the commode is not actially being used.

I €lair 48 my inventiori—

Theé éombination of the movable frame b
with the séat-board &ttached, opérated in a
vertical diréction by the springsd d or their
equivalent, the V-shaped projections ¢-¢, and
the shiitters £ f, soadjusted as toclose against
the V-shaped. projections ee by foi'ce of the
weights 1 7 or their eqaivalent in spriigs and
to open by thie downiward motion of the fmme
b, impinging on their sides.

) ISAIAT W. SYLVESTER.
Witnesses:

GEo. R. COMINGS;

I1. G. TORREY.
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