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To wlil whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, HENRY E. TOWNSEND,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Get-
tysburg,in the county of Potter,State of South
Dalkota, have invented certain new and use-
ful Improvements in Bridges for Musical In-
struments; and I do hereby declare the fol-
lowing tobeafull, clear, and exact description
of the invention, such as will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same.

My invention relates to stringed musical
instruments in general, and more particularly
to the bridges thereof, the object being to pro-
duce a bridge which will give a purer and
sweeter tone than that now employed.

In the drawings forming a portion of this
specification and in which like letters of ref-
erence indicate similar parts in the several
views, Figure 1 is a front view of my bridge,
showing the perforations therein. Fig. 2 is
a lateral section of Fig. 1, showing the ar-
rangement of the end pieces, top strip, and
one side. Fig. 51s a section on line 3 3 of
Fig. 1, looking to the left.

Referring now to the drawings, in con-
structing a deviee in accordance with my in-
vention I provide two end pieces a, the upper
ends of which are narrowed transversely in
both directions to form feet b, adapted to bear
upon the instrument to which the bridge is
applied. TFirmly attached to the end pieces

is a side piece d, which may be secured in
place by gluing or other means, and extend-

ing along the upper edge of this side piece,
which is eurved, is a strip ¢, equal in width
to the upper edges of the ends a. TFixed to
the end pieces and sfrip ¢, on the opposite
side from the side d, is a second side e, said
side piece being the same in form as the side
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piece d, said side pieces having perforations _

15 9, b, and 1, oppositely arranged in pairs.
The lower edges of the side pieces interme-
diate the feet b are cut away, so as not to bear
upon the instrument, and the under side of
the bridge between the feet is open.

It will be readily understood that I may
vary the particular construction herein shown
without departing from the spirit of my in-
vention and that the perforations in the side
pieces may have any desired shape and loca-
tion.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
I claim is—

Ahollow bridge comprising end pieces hav-
ing broadened lower extremities forming feet,
a top strip connecting the upper extremities
of the end pieces and lying flush therewith,
and side pieces secured to the end pieces and
top strip said .side pieces being cut away in-
termediate the feetand having openingslead-
ing into the hollow of the bridge.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

IIENRY E. TOWNSEND.

Witnesses:

A. L. ELLis,
V. ARBOUR.
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