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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
WILLIAM R. HANDLEY, OF WICHITA, KANSAS, 

BOOK-HOLDER. 

1,376,272. 
Application filed February 10, 1921. 

To all nihom, it may concern; 
Beit known that I, WILLIAM R. HANDLEY, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Wichita, in the county of Sedgwick and 
State of Kansas, have invented certain new 
and useful improvements in Book-Holders; 
and I do hereby declare the following to 
be a full, clear, and exact description of 
the invention, such as will enable other's 
skilled in the art to which it appertains to 
make and use the same. 
This invention relates to book holders 

and it consists in the novel features herein 
after described and claimed. 
An object of the invention is to provide 

a holder of simple and durable form adapt 
ed to support a book in open position 
thereby relieving the reader of the weight 
of the book, the parts of the book holder 
being so arranged that the leaves of the 
book may be readily turned and secured so 
that the book, while it is being read, is held 
in an open position. 

In the accompanying drawing:- 
Figure 1 is a front elevation of the book 

holder. 
The other figures are detailed views of 

the features of the invention. 
The book holder comprises a U-shaped 

clamp member. 1 adapted to be applied to 
the edge of a table, a rail or other support, 
and a plate 2 is slidably mounted upon the 
intermediate portion of the clamp member 
1. A screw 3 is threaded through the lower 
portion of the clamp member 1 and at its 
upper end engages the lower side of the 
plate 2. The plate 2 is provided upon its 
upper surface with a strip of soft material, 
as for instance felt, and the upper side 
portion of the clamp member 1 is provided 
at its lower surface with a similar strip of 
soft material which is indicated at 5. 
When the device is applied to the support 
the opposite end portions of the clamp 
member 1 are disposed at the opposite sides 
of the support and the screw 3 is turned 
whereby the felt 4, carried at the upper sur 
face of the plate 2, is brought into engage 
ment with the lower surface of the support 
and the strip of felt 5, carried at the upper 
portion of the clamp 1, engages the upper 
surface of the support. 
clamp member 1 is securely held in position 
upon the support and the said strips 4 and 
5 prevent, the clamp member from marring 
the finish of the support. A vertically dis 
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posed tube 6 is mounted upon the upper side 
portion of the clamp member 1. A rod 7 is 
slidably received in the upper portion of 
the tube 6 and is held at an adjusted posi 
tion therein by means of a set screw 8 which 
passes transversely through the side of the 
tube 6 and at its inner end engages against 
the side of the rod 7. The rod 7 is pro vided with angularly disposed end portions 
So that when one end portion is inserted in 
the tube 6 and is vertically disposed the 
other end portion of the said rod 7 is hori 
ZOntally disposed. 
The book holder proper comprises frames 

9 Which are hingedly connected at their 
inner edges with cross links 10. The links 
10 may be concaved transversely to fit 
around the back of the book when the sides 
Of the cover of the book are in engagement 
with the inner surfaces of the frames 9. 
One of the links 10 is provided with a trans 
versely disposed sleeve 11 which receives 
the upper end of the rod 7 and the said rod 
7 is secured at an adjusted position in the 
sleeve 11 by means of a set screw 12 which 
passes transversely through the sides of the 
sleeye and at its inner end engages the side 
of the rod 7. The frames 9 are provided at 
points between their upper and lower edges 
with transversely disposed U-shaped guides 
13 and the shanks of hooks, 14 are slidably 
received in the guides 13. The hooks 14 are 
held at adjusted positions in the guides 13 
by means of set screws 15 which pass trans 
versely through the sides of the guides 13 
and at their inner ends engage against the 
sides of the shanks of the hooks 14. One of 
the hooks 14 is provided at its outer end 
With a bill end 16 which is pivotally con 
nected with the body of the hook and which 
is actuated by a spring 17 to normally hold 
the free end of the bill 16 toward the inter 
mediate portion of the shank of the 
hook 14. 
In operation the clamp member is ap 

plied to a support as hereinbefore described 
and the rod 7 is adjusted along the tube 6 
and Secured, whereby the upper end por 
tion of the rod 7 is at a desired elevation or 
height. The book is opened and placed 
upon the frames 9 with the back of the book 
in the links 11 and the lower-edges of the 
sides of the book upon hooks 18 provided 
at the lower edges of the frames 9. The 
edge portions of the leaves of the book are 
caught under the Outer ends of the hooks 
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14 and consequently the book is supported 
upon the frames 9 in an open position. As 
it is desired to turn the leaves of the book 
the topmost leaf is slipped from under the 
hook 14 which is continuous from end to 
end and turned and the bill end 16 of the 
hook having the pivoted section is SWung 
up and the leaf is inlaced under the end of 
the hook and the bill end is released, and 
under the influence of the spring 17 springs 
back and engages the upper surface of the 
leaf which has just been turned from one 
frame to the other. 
From the foregoing description taken in 

conjunction with the accompanying draw 
ing it will be seen that a book holder of 
simple and durable structure is provided 
and that the same may be conveniently used 
for sustaining a heavy book while the 
reader is using the same, and that means 
are provided whereby the leaves of the book 
may be readily turned and when turned 
secured at open position. 

tube, frames 
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Having described the invention what is 
claimed is: 
A book holder comprising a clamp mem 

ber, a tube carried by the clamp member, a 
rod having angularly disposed end portions 
one of which is adjustably secured in the 

pivotally connected together 
at their inner ends by means of links, one of 
the links having a sleeve which receives 
one end of the rod, guides disposed trans 
versely across the frames at points between 
their upper and lower edges, hooks mount 
ed at the lower portions of the frames, and 
hooks adjustably mounted in the guides, one 
of the said hooks having a Spring pressed 
bill end pivoted portion. 
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In testimony whereof affix my signa- 40 
ture in presence of two witnesses. 

WILLIAM R. HANDLEY. 
Witnesses: 

H. E. GUY, 
FREEMAN L. MARTIN. 


