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T'o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Howarp L. Mason, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Buffalo, in the county of Erie and State of
New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Rail-Joint Locks, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
rail-joint locks, and my object is to provide
2 simple device of this character which will
hold the ends of rails together more reliably
and rigidly than the ordinary fish-plates
now in use. .

A further object is to provide a lock which
will remain in position and hold the ends
of the rails together without the use of bolts
or other extraneous fastening devices.

Another object is to provide a lock which
can be quickly applied to or removed from
the rails.

Other objects of the invention will herein-
after appear, and in order that said inven-
tion may be fully understood, reference will
now be made to the accompanying draw-
ing, in which: : : '

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of
the invention in an operative position. Fig.
2 represents a perspective view of the com-
bined bed-plate and angle-bar. Fig. 3 is an
end view of the lock in an operative position.
Fig. 4 is a cross section on line IV—IV of
Fig. 1.

1 designates the combined bed-plate and
angle-bar, which comprises a bed-plate por-
tion 2 adapted to fit beneath the bases of
two abutting rails A, an angle-bar portion
3 formed integral with one side of the bed-
plate and adapted to engage the adjacent
sides of the rails, a pair of rectangular
knees 4 extending laterally from the junc-
tion of the bed-plate and the angle-bar and
provided with notches 5 for the reception
of spikes, ribs 6 for reinforcing the angle-
bar portion and the knees, and a margimal
up and inturned longitudinal member 7,
formed integral with the opposite side of
the bed-plate and provided with notches 8.

9 designates an angle-bar adapted to fit
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against the opposite sides of the rails and
provided with a flat portion 10, which fits
upon the bed-plate 2. It also has marginal
notches 11, adapted to register with notches
8, as shown in Fig. 1, when the lock is in
its operative position.

In practice the lock is applied to the rails
by slipping the bed-plate 2 beneath the same
until the angle-bar portion 3 fits snugly
against the adjacent sides of the rails. The
angle-bar 9 is then driven longitudinally
between the opposite sides of the rails and
the longitudinal member 7, as shown in
Figs. 1 and 3. When in this position it is
impossible for the angle-bar 9 to move later-
ally on account of abutting against the un-

~derside of the rail-heads and the underside

of the inturned portion of member 7, and it
is secured against longitudinal movement
by spikes 12, which are driven through
the registering notches 8 and 11. Spikes 12
engage the lower portion of the angle-bar
9, and in conjunction with spikes 13, which
are driven through notches 5 in the knees,
reliably secure the two members of the lock
from longitudinal movement. The rails are
secured from creeping longitudinally, until
their joint B moves dangerously near one
end of the lock, by transverse bolts 14 and
retaining-nuts 15, openings 16 being left
in the angle-bars for the reception of said
bolts.

Bed-plate 2 is wider than the base of the
rails so that it may be readily removed from
beneath the latter when desired, by shifting
the combined bed-plate and angle-bar later-
ally until the angle-bar portion 3 clears the
rail, when it may be readily removed.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim 1s:

A rail-joint lock comprising a combined
bed-plate and angle-bar adapted to fit
against two rails on one side and extending
beneath and beyond the bases thereof on the
other side and terminating in an up and in-
turned longitudinal member having mar-
ginal notches, said combined bed-plate and
angle-bar having a pair of rectangular
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knees at its opposite side provided with
marginal notches and reinforced by ribs;
an angle-bar member adapted to engage the
rails at the opposite side and fit into the
up and inturned marginal member and pro-
vided with marginal notches adapted to
register with the notches in the last-men-
tioned member, and spikes adapted to be

driven through the notches for the piitpose

set forth and described.
In testimony whereof I aflix my signature,
in the presence of two witnesses.
HOWARD L. MASON.
Witnesses:
K. G. FiscHer,
M. Cox.
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