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My invention relates to sheets and panels, -
especially of the decorative. vype usable for
lamp shades, screens, panels, signs and simi-
lar things of use where light comes from
one source on certain occasions and from a
source on the opposite side on other ccca-
sions, 'The invention relates also to. the
process of making the articles-mentioned.
To take a typical example, let us consider
a lamp shade used for interior decoration.
When the lamp is lighted the light rays
come from a point within the shade and
the pattern or design is brought out by rea-
son of the differences in degrees of trans-
parency of the different portions of the
shade.” In the day time when the lamp is
not lighted the light comes from outside of
the shade and the pattern is conveyed to the
eye by reflection. One of the objects of my
invention is to obtain an article which will
produce a. pleasing effect, both when the
light comes from the side opposite to the
observer and when it comes from the same
side as the observer. Amnother object is to
produce a sheet in which the pattern will
appear lighter than the background, both
when the light is transmitted and when it
is reflected. Another object is to provide a
sheet in which both the design and the back-
ground will be translucent and at the same
time present a contrast both between the de-
sign and the background and between dif-
ferent parts of the design. Amnother object .
is to provide an article of this description
which shall be flexible to a'considerable de-

. gree so it can be bent to form lamp shades

and similar things without cracking.

T accomplish my cbjects in the manner il-
lustrated in the drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a face view of the finished
article. ,

Figure 2 is a transverse section of the fin-

~ ished article on theline 2—2 Figure 1, show-
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ing in. an exaggerated form the various
thickresses of the shellac at different parts
of the surface, and the varying thicknesses
of the color at different parts of the sheet.

Like numerals denote like parts in both
views. _ , v '

In the form selected to illustrate the in-
vention the sheet 1 consists of parchment,
parchment paper, or similar material which
18 translucent or semi-transparent. To this
sheet I apply a design or pattern formed
of a translucent, moisture-proof substance
2. A substance which I have fotind suitable

for the purpose is -shellac, preferably o
grades 1
0

0N e

light color.” Shellac of the betfer g
not only transiucent but is flexible to & con-
siderable. degree.. If the pattern is to be
plain lettering or other fHat-toned design the
shellac may be laid on in uniform thickness,
but where decorative designs are desired the
shella¢ is Jaid. on ‘in varying degrees of
thickness,” the greatest thicknesses
placed where the high lights are to come.

After the shellac is dry I apply by brush
or otherwise an oil color or cther pigment

‘being i

o

3, this pigment being applied over the de- -

sign as well as over the surrounding areas 7t

of the sheet. Before this pigment or color
has dried or set I wipe or brush over the
shellacked aveas, which removes ‘the pig-
ment from the-shellac-more or less thoi-

oughly, depending “upon the thickness of 7

the shellac -at the different parts of the de-
sign. The cloth or brush naturally removes
the color more effectively from the high re-
lief portions than from the low-relief por-
tions, and the result is that the design has
various color tones, the high relief portions
being bare or substantially so while the low-
er’ relief portions retain an increasing pro-

‘portion of color until the tone blends with

the tone of the unshellacked areas or back-

.ground.

There are several - advantages of this
process.  In the first place the article may
be produced very rapidly, for the color may
be applied over the entire sheet ~without
reference to the design; then, without wait-
ing for the color to dry, the design may be
brought out by merely passing a cloth,

_sponge or brush over the shellacked portions.

for removing the color from the shellac.
This operation also may be performed with-
out careful reference to the design for the
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color- will set. comparatively quickly on the

areas not covered.by the shellac and hence

the cloth or other wiper may be rubbed over

the surface without fear of spoiling the ar-

ticle. - In the second place the article when
finished preserits a design in which the same
parts are in high light both when the light
1s transmitted and when it is reflected. In
the case of the ' so-called = “polychrome”
method where clay or similar plastic is em-
ployed the area which it covers will be dark
and show the design in silhouette when the
light comes from a source on the opposite
side of the shest from the observer. Thus

while clay or other plastic may, by mixing
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a light pigment with it, be made to show a
light-colored design under one condition
(reflected light) it does not show a light-

colored design under both conditions, as is

the case of my article. Another character-
istic of my article resulting in part from
the fact that the shellac or other designed
substance is translucent is that the color
tones are graded in inverse proportion to
the thickness of the applied substance both
when the light is transmitted and when it is
reflected. VWhere the applied substance 1is
thickest the color tone will be lightest in
my article under both lighting: conditions,
whieh is not true where the applied material
is opaque or substantially so. Another ad-
vantage of my avticle is that it is flexible
to a pronounced degree, which is not true
where ordinary plastic material is employed.
This makes it applicable to lamp shades
and other articles where the sheet must be
subjected to bending.

Having thus described my invention what
T claim as new and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent is:

1. The method of decorating sheets con-
sisting in applying shellac to the sheet In
the form of a design, then applying liquid
coloring matter over the sheet, including the
shellacked and unshellacked areas, and
finally wiping the surface of the sheet to
remove color from the shellacked areas.

9. The method of decorating sheets con-
sisting in applying to a semi-transparent,
flexible sheet a fluid which is moisture-proof
and flexible when dry, said fluid being ap-
plied in the form of a design; permitting
the fluid to dry; subsequently applying a
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fluid color over the design and over the back-
ground; and finally wiping the surface of
the sheet whereby color is removed from
the areas occupied by the design.

3. The method of decorating sheets con-
sisting in applying to a translucent sheet
shellac in the form of a design, the shellac
being applied to greater thickness over the
areas intended to produce high lights, dry-
ing the shellac, applying color over the shel-
lac-covered areas and adjacent surface of
the sheet, then wiping the surface of the
sheet to remove the color from the shellac
in a degree varying in accordance with the
thickness of the shellac. '

4. An article of the class described con-
sisting of a sheet of parchment paper which
i5 transtucent, translucent shellac applied to
the sheet in various thicknesses to form a
design, and a color applied to the sheet, the
color being applied also on the shellac in
varying thicknesses in inverse proportion to
the thickness of the shellac. o
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5. An article having the characteristics

described consisting of a translucent flexible
sheet, a translucent substantially flexible,
moisture-proof substance applied to the
sheet in the form of a design, coloring mat-
ter applied to the moisture-proof substance
and to the areas of the sheet surrounding it,
the moisture-proof substance being laid on
in varying thicknesses at various parts of
the design and the coloring matter overly-
ing it in inverse proportion to its thickness.

Tn witness whereof, I have heretnto sub-

.geribed my name.

MARTE. HANAFORD MAYER.
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