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(57) Abstract: Problems with a conventional
wide-band 1/4 wavelength plate are such that since a
wavelength-dependency problem is not still completely
resolved and a wavelength-dependent phase shift of 90°
gives different efficiencies, strict optical characteristic
requirements for a wavelength plate in terms of optical
efficiency or the like cannot be fulfilled in an optical
pickup device that handle a plurality of wavelengths. In
order to provide a wavelength plate perfectly functioning
as a 1/4 wavelength plate for a plurality of wavelengths
and an optical pickup using this wavelength plate,
provided is a laminate wavelength plate formed by
pasting together a wavelength plate having a phase
difference @ and a wavelength plate having a phase
difference B with respect to a monochromatic light of
wavelength A so that their optical axes cross each other,
and allowed to function as a 1/4 wavelength plate as
a whole, characterized in that the relation between the
above @ and B satisfies the following conditions: (3/2)
XA FA-2xAx(n-1)x #F B -2x wx(n-1),
where n is a natural number.
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