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This invention relates to hospital and sick 
room equipment, and refers particularly to an 
overhead support Which a patient confined to bed 
may use to help him adjust his position and thus 
alleviate Some of the discomfort of Continually 
lying in bed. 
Very often, it is difficult, and sometimes in 

possible, for patients to shift their positions with 
out the help of nursing service. This is particul 
larly true in fracture cases, and With laparotomy 
or hernia, patients. In addition, in the latter tWO 
instances, any movement by the patient which 
entails contracting the abdominal muscles must 
be guarded against. 
This invention thus has as one of its objects to 

provide an apparatus capable of being moved into 
juxtaposition to a bed with a part thereof form 
ing an overhead horizontal bar to be grasped by 
the patient so that the patient can use his arms 
to lift his Weight. 

It is also an object of this invention to pro 
vide a device of the character described capable 
for use as a table support, and also as a Support 
for other instrumentalities, such as a reading 
lamp. 
With the above and other objects in view which 

Will appear as the description proceeds, this in 
vention resides in the novel Construction, Com 
bination and arrangement of parts substantially 
as hereinafter described, and more particularly 
defined by the appended claims, it being under 
stood that Such changes in the precise embodi 
ment of the hereindisclosed invention may be 
made as come within the scope of the claims. 
The accompanying drawings illustrate One 

complete example of the physical embodiment of 
the invention constructed in accordance With the 
best mode so far devised for the practical appli 
cation of the principles thereof, and in which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view illustrating the 
apparatus of this invention in position for use; 

Figure 2 is an enlarged sectional view showing 
a detail of the structure; 

Figure 3 is a perspective view illustrating the 
use of the invention to support a reading lamp; 
and 

Figure 4 is a detail perspective view of the table 
Support per Se. 

Referring now particularly to the accompany 
ing drawings in which like numerals indicate like 
parts, the numeral 5 designates a conventional 
hospital bed. The support of this invention, des 
ignated generally by the numeral 6, is designed to 
straddle the bed, and comprises a pair of upright 
supporting members 7 mounted in bases 8 and 

(C1.5-317) 
provided with a horizontal crossbar 9 adjustably 
fixed in the upper ends of the Vertical supports. 
The Vertical supports are preferably metal 

tubes and are rotatably set into sockets to in 
their respective bases to permit the bases to be 5 
rotated Without necessitating the rotation of the 
upright vertical tubular members . This per 
mits the noncircular bases 8 to be turned to posi 
tions at which the entire structure may be moved 
longitudinally of the bed to and from operative 
position, and then with the device in position, 
again turned so that the bases do not obstruct 
the floor space alongside the bed. Spring pressed 
detents engaging in recesses 2 in the tubular 
members Serve to hold the bases at definite 
positions of adjustment. 

Portability is provided for the bases through 
the provision of conventional casters 3. 
The horizontal Support 9 consists of a U-shaped 

metal rod, whose ends 4 telescope into the upper 
end portions of the tubular vertical supports . 
Pins 5 insertable in holes 6 in the vertical end 
portions 4 of the U-shaped crossmember and 
adapted to seat in notches 7 in the upper ex 
tremities of the tubular members adjustably 
hold the support 9 at any desired elevation. 

It will be readily apparent that the height at 
which the cross support is set depends upon the 
nature of the patient's affliction and is so posi 
tioned that the support may be grasped by the 
patient to permit him to use his arms in lifting 
his Weight, and thus relieve other muscles of the 
work incidental to shifting his position in bed. 
The crossmember 9 also provides an admirable 

support for accessories, Such as reading lamps, 
food bottles and the like, and in Figure 3, a read 
ing lamp 8 is shown attached to the crossbar. 
Mounted in this manner, the lamp is directly 
above the patient's work or reading matter. 
Another accessory that can be conveniently 

carried on the support is a table 9 which is read 
ily detachably supported by the upright vertical 
supporting members 7 at any desired elevation. 
For this purpose, detachable connections 20, illus 
trated in detail in Figure 4, are provided. These 
connections comprise collars 2 adjustably fixed 
to the supports 7 by set screws 22 and having 
diametrically opposed ears 23 projecting there 
from. Sockets 24 fixed to the opposite ends of 
the table are shaped to embrace the collars 2 
and have vertical notches 25 to receive the ears 
23 and thus securely hold the table to the Sup 
portS. 

It is to be observed that the pins 5 through 
their engagement in the notches T, and also the 

() 

5 

20 

25 

30 

40 

50 

55 



0. 

5 

20 

25 

30 

3 5 

2 
interengaging ears and notches of the connec 
tions 20 which support the table, serve to hold 
the vertical supports 7 against rotation. So that 
the bases 8 may be easily adjusted as desired, 
From the foregoing description taken in con 

nection with the accompanying drawings, it will 
be readily apparent to those skilled in the art that 
this invention provides a valuable adjunct to 
hospital and sick room equipment, and that it 
serves many useful functions and greatly facili 
tates the work of the nurses besides affording an 
opportunity for the patient to relieve himself of 
much of the discomfort and strain incidental to 
confinement in bed. 
What I claim as my invention is: 
1. For use in conjunction. With hospital beds, a 

movable support adapted to be utilized by a 
patient on the bed comprising: a pair of portable 
non-circular bases, each having a socket opening 
to its upper surface adjacent to one marginal edge 
portion thereof; a metal tube rotatably received 
in the socket of each base to be supported thereby 
in a vertical position, one at each side of the bed; 
an inverted U-shaped frame having a horizontal 
crosspiece transversely spanning the bed between 
the tubes and having its free ends slidably re 
ceived in said tubes; means for releasably secur 
ing the free ends of the U-shaped frame to the 
tubes so that the crosspiece of the frame is ad 
justably held at an elevation above the bed such 
that it may be readily grasped by a patient on the 
bed, said means holding the tubes against rota 
tion with respect to the frame ends; and a con 
nection between the tubes and the bases for ar 
resting relative rotation between the bases and 
the tubes when the bases are rotated to positions 
at the remote sides of the tubes and outside the 
bed permitting unrestricted movement of the Sup 
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port toward and from the bed in a direction 
lengthwise of the bed, and for arresting rotation 
of the bases when the bases are rotated to posi 
tions between the tubes and under the bed; the 
bases directly receiving the weight of a patient 
during the use of the support when in Said las' 
named position. 

2. For use in conjunction with hospital beds, a 
movable support adapted to be utilized by a 
patient on the bed, comprising: a pair of portable 
non-circular bases each having a socket Opening 
to its upper surface adjacent to one marginal edge 
portion thereof; a metal tube rotatably received 
in the socket of each base to be rigidly Supported 
thereby in a vertical position, one at each side of 
the bed; an inverted U-shaped one-piece metal 
frame having a horizontal crosspiece transversely 
spanning the bed between the tubes and having 
its free ends slidably received in said tubes; means 
for releasably securing the free ends of the frame 
to the upper ends of the tubes so that the croSS 
piece of the frame is adjustably held at an eleva 
tion above the bed such that it may be readily 
grasped by a patient on the bed, said means hold 
ing the tubes against rotation. With respect to the 
frame ends; and a detent connection between the 
tubes and the bases for arresting relative rotation 
between the bases and the tubes When the bases 
are rotated to positions at the remote sides of the 
tubes and outside the bed permitting unrestricted 
movement of the Support toward and from the 
bed in a direction lengthwise of the bed, and for 
arresting rotation of the bases When the bases are 
rotated to positions between the tubes and under 
the bed; the bases directly receiving the weight 
of a patient during the use of the Support When 
in said last named position. 
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