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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, JoHN P. WHIPPLE, of 

Whitewater, in the county of Walworth and 
State of Wisconsin, have invented a new and 
useful Improvement in Car-Coupling, of which 
the following is a specification: 

Figure 1 is a top view of my improved car. 
coupling. Fig. 2 is a vertical longitudinal sec 
tion of the same taken through the line y), 
Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a detail view of the hooked 
rod for uncoupling the cars from their tops. 
Fig. 4 represents a device which is useful as 
an adjunct of the coupling "rner to adapt it 
for use or connection with as Alinary coup 
ling. 1%, is 
The invention is an improvement in the class 

of couplings wherein pivoted spring-hooks are 
employed; and it relates to the means of lock 
ing the coupling-hooks, as hereinafter de 
scribed. - 

A represents the bumper-heads of two ad 
jacent cars, the forward ends of which are 
slotted vertically, a bar, a, being left at the 
lower part of their ends to receive the hook B 
and Sustain the draft. The rear end or shank 
of the hook B is pivoted in the inner end of 
the slot in the bumper-head Aby a pin, C, 
which passes horizontally through a hole in 
the bumper-head and in the said hook. The 
pins C are locked in place by small pins C, 
which pass down vertically through a staple, 
D, and through a hole in the forward end of 
the pin C. The staple D keeps the pin C from 
turning, and thus prevents the possibility of 
the pin C dropping out. The forward end of 
the hook B is inclined, and is extended upward 
above the body of the hook, so that as the cars 
are run together the inclined end of the hook 
may strike against the pin C, rise, pass over, 
and catch upon the bar af, even should the 
cars differ materially in height. The hooks B 
are held down upon the pins C by springs E, 
the rear ends of which are attached to the solid 

rear parts of the bumpers A, and their forward 
or free euds rest upon the tops of the said 
hooks B. When the train is made up the con 
nection between the cars is further secured by 
the two links F, one end of each of which is 
secured to the opposite sides of the opposite 
bumpers. A so that their other ends may be 
passed over staples attached to the other 
bumpers, when they are secured in place by 
pins passed through said staples upon the 
outer side of said links. J are pins which are 
passed transversely through holes in the for 
Ward upper part of the bumper A, above the 
free or hooked end of hook B, and in the rear 
of the upwardly-projecting forward part of 
Said hook to prevent the said hook from be. 
coming accidentally detached. All the pins 
are secured to the bumper-heads by short 
chains, so that they may be always at hand 
ready for use when required. The butt ends 
of all the pins have eyes or loops formed upon 
them for heads, so that they may be readily 
withdrawn by the hooked rod G, which is . 
made of such a length that it may be used 
from the top of a car for uncoupling. His a 
block, which is made of such a size as to fit 
into the slot of the bumper-head A, where it 
is secured in place by one of the pins C. To 
the other or forward end of the block His piv. 
oted an ordinary link, I. The block H and 
the link I are designed for use in coupling to 
a car provided with an ordinary coupling. 
Having thus described my invention, I claim 

as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat. 
ent 
The combination of the pins J and their 

locking-pins with the bumpers A and hook B, 
Substantially as herein shown and described. 

JOHN P. WHIPPLE, 

Witnesses: 
F. E. LANGDON, 
CHAS. L. STODDARD, 

  


