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As is well known, lettering and similar writing with a
suitable writing instrument and the use of templates re-
quires that the writing instrument be held substantially
vertically in respect to the surface upon which writing is
to be done. This is particularly so when a writing in-
strument is equipped with either a tubular writing point
or a ball. In either case it is advantageous and indeed
essential . that the writing instrument be disposed and
held at substantially right angles to the writing surface.

In order to facilitate the holding of the writing instru-
ment at substantially vertical position, the user of the in-
strument should be able to hold it at that position with
ease, that is at a position he usually holds a pen or pencil
for ordinary writing.

The principal object of the present invention is the
provision of a writing implement having a writing unit,
and which implement is equipped with positional adjust-
ing means for the holder or barrel for the writing unit to
facilitate setting the holder or barrel to the best suitable
writing position normally assumed by individual writers
in connection with specific writing procedures, and which
implement is adapted for use either with or without the
aid of guide means, such as lettering guides, templates
and the like, and which positional adjusting means are
specially adapted for maintaining the writing unit of the
implement, while in use, at a substantially vertical posi-
tion in respect to the writing surface to be used.

Another important object of the present invention is
the provision of a writing device composed of a writing
unit and a holder or barrel for same for use either with
or without suitable guide means such as templates or the
like and which device is simple in construction and in-
expensive in its manufacture and which will allow posi-
tioning of the holder or barrel of the device so that the
writing unit will always remain at the required position
vertical to the writing surface, when the device is used
in connection with such guide means.

The foregoing and other objects and advantages of the
present disclosure will be more fully understood from
the following description in connection with the accom-
panying drawing.

The latter illustrates an elevational view, partly in sec-
tion, of the presently preferred embodiment of the device,
comprising a vertically disposed writing instrument or
writing unit and its holder or barrel disposed at an angle
thereto.

In the drawing, numeral 1 denotes what is to be known
as the writing nib of the device, from the lower end of
which extends a writing point 2 in the form of either a
tube, illustrated, or a ball, not shown. The lower body
end of nib 1 is provided with an external thread 3 adapted
to be engaged by the internal thread of a removable cap
4, indicated in broken lines, for protecting writing point
2. The upper end of nib ‘1 terminates in a tubular, cylin-
drical extension 5 adapted for receiving an exchangeable,
ink-holding cartridge 6. Engaging external thread 3 of
the nib body, above protective cap 4, is an internally
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threaded ring 7 from which exfends a connecting element
8, which joins ring 7 with ball 9. This ball is adjustably
held within a semi-spherical socket 11 provided with a
guide slot 18 for receiving and guiding connecting ele-
ment 8. The cylindrical portion of socket 11 is inter-
nally threaded and engages the externally threaded ball
adjusting member 12, which latter forms an extension
of a barrel connector 13. Ball adjusting member 12 is
provided with a spherical recess 14 forming a seat for
ball 9. The upper end of connector 13 is threaded ex-
ternally for engaging internal thread 16 of barrel or
holder 15.

By the cooperation between the external thread of con-~
nector 13 and the internal thread of socket 11, an adjust-
ment can be made of the two elements so that the re-
quired pressure can be exerted by spherical recess 14
against ball 9 to arrest movement of the ball within
socket 11, thereby holding nib 1 at any desired angular
position in respect to barrel or holder 15, that is a posi-
tion at which nib 1 assumes a vertical position to the
writing surface, while the barrel 15 is tilted at an angle
most convenient for the user.

It will be noted that just below cylindrical portion 5
of nib 1 there is provided an external thread 17 which is
adapted to serve for connecting the internally threaded
end of barrel 15 with the nib, so that the latter can be
used for handwriting, that is without a lettering guide or
template. Obviously, internal thread 16 of barrel 15
matches external thread 17 of the nib.

While the positioning means between the nib and the
barrel is shown and described as a ball, it is obvious that
instead of a ball a cylindrical member can be used, in
which case spherical recess 14 will become a cylindrical
recess. Such modification being obvious, a drawing is
omitted.

Having thus described the present invention, what is
claimed as new is:

1. In an adjustable writing implement for use either
with or without the aid of guide means, such as tem-
plates, lettering guides, and the like, the combination with
a writing unit, of a holder, such as a barrel, for the unit,
means adjustably connecting the unit with the holder and
means for maintaining the holder in adjusted position rel-
ative to said unit, said writing unit comprising a nib
body having a hollow cylindrical portion at one, its upper
end, for receiving a cartridge, a cartridge removably as-
sociated with said cylindrical portion, a first externally
threaded portion adjacent to said hollow cylindrical por-
tion and serving for optional engagement by a barrel, a
second externally threaded portion provided on the nib
body, a writing point extending from the other, lower end
of the nib body, an internally threaded ring engaging the
second externally threaded portion of the nib body, a
connecting element extending from said ring, a ball se-
cured to said connecting element, an internally threaded
socket removably secured to said holder, said socket hav-
ing a spherical portion for receiving the ball, and a slot
in the spherical socket portion for receiving and guiding
said connecting €lement between said ring and said ball.

2. In an adjustable writing implement as in claim 1,
a barrel connector having thread formations at both ends,
one of the thread formations adapted for engagement
with the internal thread of said socket, a barrel having
an internal thread, the other thread formation of said
barrel connector engaging the internal thread of said
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barrel, the internal thread of the barrel matching the first. hold said barrel at any adjusted position relative to the
externally threaded portion of the nib located adjacent writing unit.
to said hollow cylindrical portion.

3. In an adjustable writing implement as in claim 2, References Cited in the file of this patent

and wherein said one thread formation of the barrel con- 5 UNITED STATES PATENTS

nector has an extension with a spherical recess, the latter 1,409,037 Starkey et al, oo _ Mar. 7, 1922
engaging a portion of said ball, the adjustment between 1,528,142 Bourquin aeoo_____ Mar, 3, 1925
said one thread formation of the barrel connector and

said internal thread of said socket being adapted to FOREIGN PATENTS

force said spherical recess against said ball and to thus 10 173,778 Switzerland o _____ Mar. 1, 1935




