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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, FREDERICR BROSTROM, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Chico, in the county of Butte and State of 
California, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Pencil-Sharpeners, 
of which the following is a specification. 
The hereinafter described invention re 

lates to a pencil sharpener wherein the cut 
ting blade is a movable one, relative to the 
holder for the pencil, and is so arranged as 
to act against the exposed surface of a pen 
cil with substantially the same cutting stroke 
as that given to a knife blade when sharpen 
ing a pencil; the object being to provide a 
pencil sharpener of convenient size for being 
carried on the person, which shall be simple 
of construction, durable and inexpensive as 
to manufacture. 
To comprehend the invention, reference 

should be had to the accompanying sheet of 
drawings, wherein 

Figure 1 is a plan view of the holder with 
the pencil positioned therein, the cutting 
blade at the initial point of its downward 
stroke. Fig. 2 is a side view in elevation, 
the cutting blade being illustrated positioned 
adjacent the terminal point of its downward 
stroke. Fig. 3 is a cross sectional view taken 
on line a-a of Fig. 1 of the drawings. 

In the drawings, the numeral 1 is used to 
indicate a part cylindrical holder for the 
pencil, the same being of tapering form and 
having its upper surface removed for the 
exposure of a portion of the pencil. In the 
present case, the enlarged end of the taper 
ing holder terminates in a split clamp-ring 
2, through which the pencil 3 is inserted, 
said ring acting as a guide for the pencil 
and as a convenient means for Securing the 
same to the holder. The holder is formed 
with a laterally extended wing portion 4, 
which terminates in a finger piece 5, and to 
the said extension 4 is pivoted the cutting 
blade 6, which is actuated by the handle 7 
projecting therefrom. The disposition of 
the cutting blade 6, is such that it works 
across the face of the cut-away portion of 
the pencil holder 1, at an inclination to the 
axis thereof, so that the same acts against 
the exposed surface of the pencil 3 with 
the same stroke substantially as that pro 
duced when sharpening the pencil with a 
pen-knife. With each downward stroke of 
the cutting blade 6, the surface of the pencil 
exposed above the cut-away portion of the 
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holder 1, is removed by the downwardly in 
clined sweep of the cutting blade, the pencil, 
during the upward or return stroke of the 
cutting blade, being given by the operator 
of the sharpener a part turn or rotation to 

: expose to the cutting blade a new surface to 
be acted on during the down stroke thereof. 
As the surface of the pencil is removed, the 
Same is permitted to move inwardly within 
the holder, so that a tapering point may be 
given thereto. The cutting movement of the 
blade 6 is not only cross-wise of the holder 1, 
but, due to the angular disposition of the 
extension 4 to E. it is pivoted, at an in 
clination to the horizontal, conforming to 
the taper of the holder 1, by which sweeping 
action of the cutting blade 6 the exposed 
Surface of the Ef is gradually removed 
On a taper. 
From the under surface, preferably, of 

the wing extension 4 of the holder 1, 
projects a guard or keeper finger 8, which 
lies across the reduced open portion 8 of 
the holder 1, and bears onto the pencil 3 
inserted within the holder. This keeper 
finger S is of spring metal, and the purpose 
thereof is to bear onto the inner endportion 
of the pencil and hold the same firmly onto 
its seat within the holder 1. 

Under the present construction of the 
sharpener, the holder and wing extension 
4 may be stamped from a single piece of 
metal. 
The cutting blade of the described pencil 

sharpener, works in a manner somewhat the 
same as the blade of a pair of scissors. 
Having thus described the invention, what 

is claimed as new and desired to be protected 
by Letters Patent is 

1. A pencil sharpener comprising an elon 
gated substantially straight tubular member 
split longitudinally to constitute an adjust 
able guide for a pencil to be sharpened, said 
tubular member terminating in a tapered 
end, the parts including the tubular member 
and tapered terminal constituting a holder 
for the pencil, and said holder having a 
side cut away for the exposure of the pencil 
end, a stationary finger piece integral with 
an extension of said holder, a movable finger 
piece pivoted to said extension, and a cutter 
member carried by the movable finger piece 
adapted to Work across the cut away portion 
A. the holder as and for the purpose speci 
eC. 
2. A pencil sharpener comprising an elon 
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gated substantially straight tubular member 
split longitudinally to constitute an adjust 
able guide for a pencil to be sharpened, said 
tubular member terminating in a tapered 
end, the parts including the tubular member 
and tapered terminal constituting a holder 
for the pencil, and said holder having a side 
cut away for the exposure of the pencil end, 
a stationary finger piece integral with an 
extension of said holder, a movable finger 
piece pivoted to said extension, a cutter mem 
ber carried by the movable finger piece 
adapted to work across the cut awaypor 
tion of the holder, and a keeper finger com 
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prising a Substantially flat spring member 
secured to said extension and projecting 
transversely across the cut away portion of 
the holder to hold the pencil in contact with 
the opposite solid wall of the holder as and 
for the purpose specified. 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

FREDERICK BROSTROM. 
Witnesses: 

FRANK. J. WERNER, 
S. T. AXTELL. 
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