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(54) Titlee METHOD OF FORMING AN ORDERED OPTIC FIBER ARRAY AND CONNECTOR ARRANGEMENT FOR
SAME

(57) Abstract: A method of forming an ordered optic fiber array is provided
by forming an array of holes (12) in a glass block (10) based on an enlarged
pattern of a desired precision array, heating and drawing the glass block from
a first end thereof, and reducing an outside dimension of the glass block and
the array of holes to a predetermined size for the precision array. A portion of
the alignment block body (18) is separated to form at least one fiber alignment
plate (14), and optic fibers (22) are attached. This can be used in a connector
arrangement (30) for optic fibers (22) having first and second fiber alignment
plates (32, 34) being located on a floating mount. Alignment structures are
located on the alignment plate (16) for precise alignment. Another method of
assembling an ordered optic fiber array can be used in which optic fibers are
positioned with a computer-controlled manipulator and adhered to a substrate.
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