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To all ivhom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, ANsoxn A. THACKER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Smith-
ville, in the county of Clay and State of Mis-
souri, have invented certain rnew and useful
Improvements in Hame-Tug Plates, of which
the following is a spemﬁcatlon

My invention relates to 1mprovements in
hame-tug plates; and it consistsin the peculiar
construction of the rear end of the device and
an adjustable keeper secured to said rear end.

The object of the invention is to permit the
tug when in use to extend in a straight line
through the keeper to its points of attachment
to the hame-tug plate and swingletree in order
to prevent it from becoming worn or broken
by bending.

Hame-tug plates are usually worn in sub-
stantially ahorizontal positionin aplaneabove
the swingletree, and when provided at their
rear ends with the customary rigid keepers the
latter prevent the tugs from extending in a
straight line to their points of attachment.
Consequently the tugs bend where they extend
through the keepers and soon wear out and
break at these points unless the back-band sup-
porting the rear ends of the hame-tug plates
is let out. Frequent adjustment of the back-

strap toaccommodateswingletreesarranged at’

different heights occupies time and is a source
of annoyance, and if said adjustment is not

*made the chafing caused by the downward pull

of the back-strap will frequently cause sore-
ness of the draft-animal’s back, in addition to
wearing out the tugs, as above deseribed.

By providing the rear end of the hame-tug
plates with my improvement the back-band
need not be adjusted, as my self-adjusting
keepers will accommodate themselves to the
tugs and permit the latter to extend to their
points of attachment in a direct line.

In order that the invention may be fully un-
derstood, reference will now be made to the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 represents a side elevation of the
device in an operative position. Fig. 2 is a
broken detail perspective view of the rear end
of a hame-tug plate provided withmy improve-
ments. Fig. 3'is a broken inverted plan view

Serial No. 168,402. - (No model,)

of thesame. Fig.4isa lohgitudinal horizon-

- tal section taken on line TIT IIT of Fig. 8.

In said drawings, 1 designates a hame-tug
plate, which is preferably cast in one piece,
and consists of a longitudinal portion 2, hav-
ing a series of apertures 3, divided by trans-
verse pintles 4, an enlarged forward end 5,
provided with a loop 6 for the reception of
one end of a hame-strap 7, an enlarged rear
end 8, provided with two oppositely-disposed
loops 9 10 for the reception of back and belly
bands 11 12, respectively, and a segmental
rear end 13, which latter forms part of the in-
vention.

The other member of the invention is a
keeper 14, provided with a loop 15 for the
passage of tug 16, and a forwardly-extending
integral tongue 17, which is pivotally secured
by a rivet 18 to the inner side of the enlarged
end 8. The lower portion of loop 15 is pro-
vided with a concave shoulder 19, that fits
snugly against the segmental rear end 13 of
the plate and relieves the pivot of a certain
amount of wear. The pivot-is also assisted
in holding the keeper by a transverse bar 20,
underlying tongue 17 and formed integral at
its opposite ends with ribs 21 on the inner
side of the hame-tug plate. While the trans-
verse bar 20 and segmental end 13 prevent the
keeper from exerting a bending strain on the
pivot, the tongue where it passes between said
portions has sufficient play to permit the free
pivotal movement of the keeper, so the latter
may accommodate itself to the position of the
tug, as'shown in Fig. 1. As the keepers are
free to swing in contact with either of diverg-
ing shoulders 21°*, extending from ribs 21 to
segment 13, it is obvious that the hame-tug
plates may be attached to either the right or
left hand side of the harness.

The tug is provided at its forward end with
a hook 16% adapted to engage any of pintles
4, and the inner side of the hame-tug plate is
provided with a chafing-pad 22, which is se-
cured thereto by rivets 23.

An opening 24 is left in the rear end of the
plate to lighten the same and facilitate its with-
drawal from the sand in casting.

From the above description it is apparent
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that I have produced a device which is simple
in construction, economical to manufacture,
and thoroughly effective for the purpose in-
tended.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1. In a device of the character described, a

" hame-tug plate, diverging shoulders -formed

I0

15

20

integral with the rear portion thereof, a |

keeper, and a longitudinal tongue extending
forward from the keeper and pivotally se-
cured to the central rear portion of the plate
between the diverging shoulders.

9. In a device of the character described, a
hame-tug plate provided with a segmental rear
end, a kecper provided with a concave shoul-
der ‘Ldapted to fit snugly against the segmental
end of the plate, and a tongue extending for-
wardly from the keeper and pivotally secured
at its forward end to the rear portion of the
plate.

761,268

3. A hame-tug plate provided with ribs, a
transverse bar formed integral with the rear
portion of the ribs, a keeper, and a tongue
formed integral therewith which extends be-
tween the inner portion of the plate and the
transverse bar and is pivotally secured at its
forward end to the plate.

4. A hame-tug plate provided with a seg-
mental rear end an_d a bar secured to its rear
portion, a keeper provided with a concave
shoulder adapted to fit snugly against the seg-
mental end of the plate, and an integral tongue
on the keeper extending forwardly between
the segmental end and the bar and pivotally
secured to the plate.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
the pr esence of two Wltnesses

ANSON A. THAQKER

‘Witnesses:
E. G. Frscurer,
T. A. Hickey.
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