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(57) ABSTRACT 

A universal shoe box has plural faces formed of a common 
continuous material with each face having a preferential fold 
disposed between adjacent faces which enable the quick 
assembly and disassembly of the shoe box. The shoe box 
includes a display window to enable quick and efficient visual 
identification of the contents of the shoe box on an image/ 
photograph depicted on a card which may be disposed within 
the window. Two embodiments of the shoe box are presented, 
one primarily Suited for residential/after market usage and 
one primary Suitable for retail storage usage. 
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UNIVERSAL SHOE BOX 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

0001. Not Applicable 

STATEMENT RE: FEDERALLY SPONSORED 
RESEARCHADEVELOPMENT 

0002. Not Applicable 

BACKGROUND 

0003. The present invention relates generally to a univer 
sal shoe box. 
0004. When a customer in a shoe store requests a pair of 
shoes to try on, a sales person typically goes to a room filled 
with shoe inventory stored in boxes that may identify a par 
ticular shoe by style no., model no., size, color, and/or other 
information describing the contents of the box. Often, the 
numbers and/or letters printed on a box to describe its con 
tents are small and difficult to read. As a result, the sales 
person looking for a pair of shoes requested by a customer 
may end up spending an inordinate amount of time looking 
for the specific box that contains the requested shoes. Need 
less to say, this reduces the amount of time the sales person 
may spend with the customer, thereby affecting the custom 
er's perception of the quality of customer Service, as well as 
potentially limiting the number of customers a sales person 
may be able to service at any given time. As a result, the time 
lost by a sales person looking for the correct shoe may affect 
the Volume of shoes sold and corresponding profits generated 
by the shoe store. 
0005 Accordingly, there appears to be a need for a new 
shoe box that has a picture receiving means on the box that 
displays an image of its contents and provides ease of visual 
identification and accountability as to its contents for use in 
the retail shoe store setting. Such a box will reduce the time 
required by the sales person to locate and retrieve a requested 
shoe for a customer. In addition, because of the picture, the 
sales person may quickly locate another shoe that is the right 
color or style that the customer had overlooked or not been 
aware of these too can be brought out by the sales person and 
Suggested to the customer. This form of customer service 
increases the potential for sales and greater profits by the shoe 
StOre. 

0006 Similarly, once a customer has purchased a pair of 
shoes, and they choose to continue to use the same shoe box 
provided at the time of purchase, they will be able to view in 
advance and quickly identify and retrieve the desired shoes 
they wish to wear without looking through several boxes 
which involves the removal, reinsertion, and restacking of 
shoe boxes. 
0007. In the prior art, there is a shoe box that has a picture 
receiving means for placing a picture on the box that displays 
an image of a shoe. U.S. Patent Publication No. US2006/ 
0054674A1 is understood to disclose a clothing article orga 
nizer having a picture retaining apparatus mounted on its 
surface. The clothing article box has a removable lid. The 
clothing article box is also understood to have a stackable 
construction, allowing one box to be stored on top of another 
based on the height and width of the “family' of boxes. 
However, the stacking feature of the clothing article organizer 
does not appear to provide any further Support beyond the 
height and width dimensions of the underlying boxes. Also, 
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this clothing article organizer does not appear to be subject to 
quick disassembly into a configuration that takes up minimal 
space. Finally, this clothing article organizer does not appear 
to provide ready accessibility to its contents when multiple 
boxes are in a stacked configuration. 
0008 Accordingly, there further appears to be a need for a 
new shoe box in the aftermarket residential use setting that 
may be readily assembled into a stackable configuration with 
adequate Support that also provides ease of visual identifica 
tion and accessibility to its contents. 

BRIEF SUMMARY 

0009. According to an aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided a universal shoe box. The universal shoe box 
has six faces formed of a common contiguous material. Each 
face is interconnected with at least one adjacent face, with at 
least one face being hingedly attached to the adjacent face. 
Each face further has a preferential fold disposed between the 
adjacent face. There is a front face defining generally a lon 
gitudinal front face axis and a lateral front face axis. The shoe 
box also has a rear face opposing the front face defining 
generally a longitudinal rear face axis and a lateral rear face 
axis. There is also a first face defining generally alongitudinal 
first face axis and a lateral first face axis disposed generally 
orthogonal to and between the front face and the rear face. 
Also included is a non-removable top face defining generally 
alongitudinal top face axis and a lateral top face axis. The top 
face is disposed generally orthogonal to and between the front 
face, the rear face, the first face, and the second face. The 
preferential fold between the first face and the top face is a 
first face edge extending from the front face to the rear face. 
The shoe box further includes a second face opposing the first 
face defining generally a longitudinal second face axis and a 
lateral second face axis. The second face is disposed generally 
orthogonal to and between the front face and the rear face. 
The preferential fold between the second face and the top face 
is a second face edge extending from the front face to the rear 
face. The shoe box also has a non-removable bottom face 
opposing the top face defining generally a longitudinal bot 
tom face axis and a lateral bottom face axis. The bottom face 
is disposed generally orthogonal to and between the front 
face, the rear face, the first face, and the second face. The shoe 
box further has a first display window disposed on the front 
face proximate to the access aperture. The first display win 
dow may be operative to display a product card depicting an 
image of a shoe. The shoe box also has an access aperture 
disposed on the front face. 
0010. The shoe box is innovative in that the preferential 
folds enable the quick assembly and disassembly of the shoe 
box into a flat configuration that may be readily stored and 
may save space when the shoe box is not being used. The 
preferential folds may be configured to enable the shoe box to 
be universally adapted to shoes of different types and sizes. 
The shoe box may also be adapted for the storage of articles 
of clothing and other miscellaneous items The access aper 
ture on the front face of the shoe box enables ready access to 
and/or retrieval of a single shoe box, either by hand or through 
the use of a tool. The first display window enables quick and 
efficient visual identification of the contents of the shoe box 
based on the image depicted on the product card. The non 
removable top face and bottom face have no lid that may be 
dropped or dislodged, thereby improving the stackability and 
underlying Support provided by the shoe box. 



US 2010/0314268 A1 

0011. This embodiment of the shoe box may be most 
advantageously used in a retail shoe store or commercial 
setting, where the shoe inventory is stored in a room filled 
with shoe boxes stacked one on top of the other. The first 
display window on the universal shoe box may enable a sales 
person to readily locate, identify, and retrieve a shoe with the 
size, color, style, and/or brand requirements requested by a 
customer, or to readily find another shoe that may also satisfy 
the customer's tastes that had not been previously considered 
by the customer. As such, the sales person is able to devote 
less time looking for shoes in inventory and more time pre 
senting shoes to the customer. The increased amount of time 
a shoe salesperson is able to spend with the customer and the 
more shoe selection alternatives the salesperson is able to 
present to the customer may improve the perceived quality of 
customer service and therefore increase the potential revenue 
and profits for the shoe store. 
0012 U.S. Patent Publication No. US2006/0054674A1 as 
discussed above has a removable lid that may be dislodged, 
thereby impairing the Stackability and Support of shoe boxes 
placed thereon. Furthermore, for this reason, many prior art 
shoe boxes are distinguishable in their absence of having all 
faces made of a common contiguous separated by a prefer 
ential fold disposed between adjacent faces, with each face 
interconnected with at least one adjacent face. 
0013. In another embodiment of the present invention, the 
shoe box may have a front face that is pivotally extendable in 
an open position at a front face angle greater than orthogonal 
to the first face and the second face. The front face may have 
a first front face edge adjacent the first face and a second front 
face edge adjacent to the second face. The first front face edge 
may have a first face wall extending generally orthogonal to 
the first front face edge proximate the first face. The second 
front face edge may have a second face wall extending gen 
erally orthogonal to the second front face edge proximate the 
second face. The first face wall may have a first face wall hook 
and the second face wall may have a second face wall hook 
operative to attach to the first face and the second face respec 
tively to stop the front face from being pivotally extended past 
the front face angle in an open position. 
0014. The shoe box is further innovative in that the pivot 
ing mechanism of the front face enables the shoe box to be 
opened, even when there are other shoe boxes stacked on top 
of it. As a result, the contents of the shoe box may be readily 
accessed without having to remove, adjust, or otherwise 
affect the position of the other stacked shoe boxes. As such, 
once the contents of the shoe box has been visually identified 
by the product card on the first display window, the shoes 
contained therein may be readily removed while maintaining 
the stacked configuration of the shoe boxes. 
0015 These embodiments of the shoe box may be most 
advantageously used in an aftermarket residential setting by 
an individual desiring to save space by storing multiple shoe 
boxes in a stacked configuration while still being able to 
readily identify and access the contents therein. The indi 
vidual may also choose to store articles of clothing or other 
miscellaneous items in the shoe box, in addition to or in lieu 
of shoes. As in the case of the embodiment of the shoe box 
used in the retail or commercial shoe store setting, the image 
of the shoe in the first display window in these embodiments 
of the shoe box may enable the individual to readily locate 
and identify a shoe having the desired size, color, style, and/or 
brand. In addition, the pivoting mechanism of the front face in 
this embodiment of the shoe box enables the individual to 
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readily remove a desired shoe from a shoe box without dis 
turbing the configuration of shoe boxes stacked on top of the 
shoe box. This in turn enables an individual to more effi 
ciently determine what shoe they wish to wear with a particu 
lar outfit and then retrieve the desired shoe while at the same 
time maintaining an organized shoe storage system in their 
closet. 

0016. In another embodiment, the first face wall of the 
shoe box may have a first face wedge and the second face wall 
may have a second face wedge proximate to the front face. 
The first face wedge and the second face wedge may be 
operative to secure the front face orthogonal to the first face 
and the second face respectively in a closed position. 
0017. In this regard, the shoe box is further innovative in 
that the front face may be securely closed against the first face 
and the second face while maintaining the stacked configu 
ration. As such, the shoe box will remain in the closed posi 
tion. 

0018. According to another embodiment, the access aper 
ture may be oval in shape. This configuration of the shoe box 
may be most useful in the aftermarket residential setting to an 
individual desiring to be able to pivotally open or close with 
their fingers the front face of the shoe box in the stacked 
configuration. In another embodiment, the access aperture 
may be circular. This configuration may be most useful in the 
retail or commercial shoe store setting to a salesperson desir 
ing to be able to retrieve and remove a shoe box from inven 
tory stored in a stacked configuration with other shoe boxes. 
It is also contemplated within the scope of the present inven 
tion that the various aspects of the shoe box may be employed 
with the access aperture being any other shape, including but 
not limited to square, polygonal, rectangular, etc. 
0019. Another embodiment of the present invention fur 
ther includes a first face first tab proximate to the first face 
edge that may be disposable in a first face first recess proxi 
mate to the first face edge of a second shoe box placed on top 
of the shoe box. A second face first tab proximate to the 
second face edge may be disposable in a second face first 
recess proximate to the second face edge of a second shoe 
box, thereby enabling the second shoe box to be fixedly 
mounted on the shoe box. In another embodiment, the first 
face first tab may be on the first face edge proximate to the 
front face projecting above the top face. The second face first 
tab may be on the second face edge proximate to the front face 
projecting above the top face. The first face first tab may be 
disposable in the first face first recess on the first face edge of 
the second shoe box. The second face first tab may be dispos 
able in the second face first recess on the second face edge of 
the second shoe box. In yet another embodiment, the shoebox 
may further include a first face second tab on the first face 
edge proximate to the rear face projecting above the top face. 
A second face second tab may be on the second face edge 
proximate to the rear face projecting above the top face. In 
this embodiment, the first face second tab may be disposable 
in a first face second recess on the first face edge of the second 
shoe box. The second face second tab may be disposable in a 
second recess on the second face edge of the second shoe box. 
In yet a further embodiment, a plurality of shoe boxes may be 
fixedly mounted on top of the shoe box, with each shoe box 
having a first face tab, a first face second tab, a second face 
first tab, a second face second tab, a first face first recess, a first 
face second recess, a second face first recess, and a second 
face second recess on the first face edge and the second face 
edge respectively. 
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0020. These features of the shoe box uniquely enable the 
mounting of one shoe box on top of another in a stackable 
configuration. These features further allow one shoe box to be 
precisely positioned on top of another shoe box, with the 
insertion of the tabs on the lower shoe box into the recesses 
located on the upper shoe box such that the upper shoe box 
will not be dislodged or slip off the lower shoe box. In this 
embodiment, the shoe box is able to support the second shoe 
box above it, the second shoe box is able to support the third 
shoe box above it and so forth, without risk of slippage or 
dislodgment of one or more shoe boxes from the stacked 
configuration. As such, the space-saving features of this 
stackable configuration may be maintained. Furthermore, the 
absence of a removable lid avoids the dropping or misplacing 
of the top of the shoe box. This embodiment of the shoe box 
may be most advantageously used in the aftermarket residen 
tial setting by an individual desiring to store a pluarility of 
shoe boxes in a stackable configuration in their closet. In 
particular, the pivoting mechanism enables the front face to be 
extended in an open position, thereby enabling removal of a 
pair of shoes from an individual shoe box, while still main 
taining the stackable configuration of all shoe boxes stored on 
top of the shoe box. 
0021 Inafurther embodiment of the present invention, the 
non-removable top face of the shoe box may be hingedly 
attached to the rear face of the shoe box. In another embodi 
ment, the non-removable top face may be hingedly attached 
to the first face of the shoe box. In yet a further embodiment, 
the non-removable top face may be hingedly attached to the 
second face of the shoe box. As discussed above, these 
embodiments uniquely enable the shoe box to be maintained 
either individually or in a stackable configuration without risk 
of dislodgment of a lid that is commonly found in many prior 
art shoe boxes. Accordingly, the non-removable top face may 
provide more reliable Support, especially in a stackable con 
figuration. 
0022. In another embodiment, the shoe box may further 
include a shoe label on the front face identifying information 
about the shoe, such as the size, brand, and/or model infor 
mation. In a further embodiment, the shoe label may be dis 
posed in the first display window. In an alternative embodi 
ment, the shoe label may disposed in a second display 
window. Accordingly, the contents of the shoe box may be 
further identifiable by the model no., style no., color, size, or 
other descriptive information about the shoe, in addition to 
the visual identification provided by the product card in the 
first display window. This feature may uniquely enable more 
convenient and efficient identification of the shoe contained 
in the shoe box. 

0023. In another embodiment, the shoe box may be made 
of cardboard or corrugated paperboard. This material is light 
weight and therefore amenable to convenient transport and/or 
storage. Furthermore, this material is inexpensive, thereby 
reducing the costs of production and enabling competitive 
pricing of the shoe box. 
0024. In another embodiment, the product card may be 
mounted on a product card face behind the first display win 
dow, the product card face being slidably disposable between 
the front face and a first front face fold behind the front face. 
In a further embodiment, a product card retaining tab dis 
posed on the product card face may be operative to hold the 
product card in position behind the first display window. 
These embodiments of the shoe box may be most advanta 
geously used in a retail commercial shoe store setting, 
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wherein the front face of the shoe box is not pivotally extend 
able. In this configuration, the product card may slide behind 
the front display window onto the product card face without 
having to disassemble or otherwise open the shoe box. In yet 
another embodiment, the product card may be disposed 
behind the first display window between the front face and a 
second front face fold. This embodiment of the shoe box may 
be most advantageously used in a residential aftermarket 
setting, wherein the front face of the shoe box may be pivot 
ally opened, thereby allowing the individual to slide the prod 
uct card behind the first display window between the front 
face and the second front face fold. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0025. These and other features and advantages of the vari 
ous embodiments disclosed herein will be better understood 
with respect to the following description and drawings, in 
which like numbers refer to like parts throughout, and in 
which: 
(0026 FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the front face of the 
shoe box depicting the first display window and access aper 
ture. 

(0027 FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the shoe box utilized 
primarily in a retail or commercial shoe store setting depict 
ing the hinged attachment between the first face and the 
non-removable top face of the shoe box. 
0028 FIG. 2A is a cross-sectional view of the shoe box 
shown in FIG. 2 depicting the product card on a product card 
face behind the first display window held in position by a 
product card retaining tab between the front face and the first 
front face fold. 
(0029 FIG. 3 is a perspective of the preferential folds dis 
posed between each of the six faces of the shoe box. 
0030 FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the front face pivot 
ally extended in an open position at a front face angle greater 
than orthogonal to the first face and the second face, with the 
first face first tab and the first face second tab disposed in the 
first face first recess and the first face second recess respec 
tively of a second shoe box stacked on top of a shoe box, and 
the second face first tab and second face second tab disposed 
in the second face first recess and second face second recess 
of a second shoe box on top the first shoe box. 
0031 FIG. 4A is a cross-sectional view of the shoe box 
shown in FIG. 4 depicting the product card behind the first 
display window between the front face and the second front 
face fold. 
0032 FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the shoe box utilized 
primarily in a stackable configuration in an aftermarket resi 
dential setting depicting a front face having a first face first tab 
and a first face second tab on the first face edge, a second face 
first tab and a second face second tab on the second face edge, 
and an access aperture and first display window on the front 
face. 
0033 FIG. 6 is a perspective view of the preferential folds 
of the shoe box with the first front face edgehaving a first face 
wall with a first face wall hook and a first face wedge, and a 
second front face edge having a second face wall with a 
second face wall hook and a second face wedge operative to 
securely open and close the front face relative to the first face 
and the second face. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

0034. The drawings referred to herein are for the purposes 
of illustrating the preferred embodiments of the present 
invention and not for the purposes of limiting the same. 
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0035 FIG. 1 is an embodiment of the universal shoe box 
10. A non-removable top face 42 and a front face 14 are 
visible. The top face 42 is “non-removable' in that it is 
hingedly attached to at least one adjacent face. Although the 
top face 42 depicted in FIG. 1 is hingedly attached to the first 
face 26, it is also contemplated within the scope of the present 
invention that various embodiments of the shoe box. 10 may 
have the top face 42 hingedly-attached to either the rear face 
20, the front face 14, or the second face 34. The perspective 
shown in FIG.2 visibly depicts the rear face 20 and the second 
face 34 of the shoe box 10. 
0036 Still referring to FIG. 1, the front face 14 is generally 
defined by a longitudinal front face axis 16 and a lateral front 
face axis 18. The first face 26 and the second face 34 are 
generally defined by a longitudinal first face axis 28, a lateral 
first face axis 30, a longitudinal second face axis 36, and a 
lateral second face axis 38, respectively. FIG. 2 depicts the 
rear face 20 generally defining alongitudinal rear face axis 22 
and a lateral rear face axis 24. The non-removable top face 42 
is generally defined by a longitudinal top face axis 44 and a 
lateral top face axis 46. More clearly depicted in FIG. 6, the 
shoe box. 10 also has a non-removable bottom face 48 gener 
ally defining a longitudinal bottom face axis 50 and a lateral 
bottom face axis 52. 
0037 Referring now to FIG. 3, the universal shoe box 10 
has six faces formed of a common contiguous material, with 
each face interconnected with at least one adjacent face. At 
least one face is hingedly attached to an adjacent face. Each 
face of the universal shoe box 10 has a preferential fold 12 
disposed between the adjacent face. For example, FIG. 3 
depicts preferential folds 12 between the front face 14 and the 
first face 26, the top face 42 and the first face edge 32, the rear 
face 20 and the first face 26, the bottom face 48 and the first 
face 26, the bottom face 48 and the second face 34, and the 
second face 34 and the second face edge 40. 
0038. As shown in FIGS. 1-3, the first face 26 is disposed 
generally orthogonal to and between the front face 14 and the 
rear face 20. The top face 42 is disposed generally orthogonal 
to and between the front face 14, the rear face 20, the first face 
26, and the second face 34. The second face 34 is disposed 
generally orthogonal to and between the front face 14 and the 
rear face 20. The preferential fold 12 between the first face 26 
and the top face 42 is a first face edge 32 extending from the 
front face 14 to the rear face 20. The preferential fold 12 
between the second face 34 and the top face 20 is a second 
face edge 40 extending from the front face 14 to the rear face 
20. As shown is FIG. 3, the bottom face 48 is disposed gen 
erally orthogonal to and between the front face 14, the rear 
face 20, the first face 26, and the second face 34. 
0039 Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, the shoebox 10 is shown 
to have an access aperture 54 disposed on the front face 14. 
The access aperture 54 depicted in FIGS. 1 and 2 is circular. 
However, in another embodiment of the shoe box. 10, the 
access aperture 54 may be oval in shape. This configuration of 
the shoe box 10 may be most useful in an aftermarket resi 
dential setting for an individual desiring to be able to pivotally 
open or close with their fingers the front face 14 of the shoe 
box. 10 in the stacked configuration to insert or remove a pair 
of shoes. It is also contemplated within the scope of the 
present invention that the various aspects of the shoe box 10 
may be employed with an access aperture 54 that may also 
have a polygonal, square, heart, or other configuration. 
0040 FIGS. 1, 2,4 & 5 depict an embodiment of the shoe 
box. 10 having a first display window 56 disposed on the front 
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face 14 of the shoe box 10 proximate to the access aperture 54. 
The first display window 56 is operative to display a product 
card 58 behind the front face 14 depicting an image of a shoe 
60. As shown in FIGS. 2, 2A, and 3, in one embodiment of the 
shoe box. 10, the product card 58 may be mounted on a 
product card face 114 behind the first display window 56. The 
product card face 58 may be slidably disposable between the 
front face 14 and a first front face fold 114 behind the front 
face. In a further embodiment, a product card retaining tab 
112 disposed on the product card face 114 may be operative to 
hold the product card 58 in position behind the first display 
window 56. These embodiments of the shoe box 10 may be 
most advantageously used in a retail commercial shoe store 
setting, wherein the front face 14 of the shoe box. 10 is not 
pivotally extendable. In this configuration, the product card 
58 may be slid behind the first display window 56 onto the 
product card face 114 without having to disassemble or oth 
erwise open the shoe box. 10. In yet another embodiment 
shown in FIGS. 4 and 4A, the product card 58 may be dis 
posed behind the first display window 56 between the front 
face 14 and a second front face fold 110. This embodiment of 
the shoe box. 10 may be most advantageously used in a resi 
dential aftermarket setting, wherein the front face 14 of the 
shoe box 10 may be pivotally opened, thereby allowing the 
individual to slide the product card 58 behind the first display 
window 56 between the front face 14 and the second front 
face fold 110. 

0041. The shoe box 10 is innovative in that the preferential 
folds 12 enable the quick assembly and disassembly of the 
shoe box 10 into an interconnected flat configuration that may 
be readily stored in a space-saving manner when the shoe box 
is not being used. The preferential folds 12 may be configured 
to enable the shoe box 10 to be universally adapted to store 
shoes of different types and sizes. The shoe box. 10 may also 
be adapted for the storage of articles of clothing and other 
miscellaneous items. Furthermore, the access aperture 54 on 
the front face 14 of the shoe box. 10 may enable ready acces 
sibility to and/or retrieval of a single shoe box 10, either by 
hand or through the use of a retrieval tool. The first display 
window 56 enables quick and efficient visual identification of 
the contents of the shoe box 10 based on the image 60 
depicted on the product card 58, before the shoe box 10 is 
opened. As is discussed in further detail below, the non 
removable top face 20 and bottom face 48 are innovative in 
that there is no lid that may fall off or otherwise be dislodged 
from the shoe box 10. This feature may uniquely enable the 
shoe box. 10 to be more readily positioned in a stackable 
configuration as well as providing underlying Support to a 
plurality of shoe boxes 102 that may be stacked on top of the 
shoe box 10. 

0042. This embodiment of the shoebox. 10 shown in FIGS. 
1-3 may be most advantageously used in a retail shoe store or 
commercial setting, where the shoe inventory is stored in a 
room filled with shoe boxes 88, 102 stacked one on top of the 
other. The first display window 56 on the universal shoe box 
10 may enable a sales person to readily locate, identify, and 
retrieve a shoe with the size, color, style, and/or brand require 
ments requested by a customer, or to readily find another shoe 
that may also satisfy the customer's tastes that had not been 
previously considered by the customer. As such, the sales 
person is able to devote less time looking for shoes in inven 
tory and more time presenting shoes to the customer. The 
increased amount of time a shoe salesperson is able to spend 
with the customerand the more shoe selection alternatives the 
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salesperson is able to present to the customer may improve 
the perceived quality of customer service and therefore 
increase the potential revenue and profits for the shoe store. 
0043. Referring now to FIG. 5, the embodiment of the 
shoe box. 10 may further include a front face 14 that is pivot 
ally extendable in an open position 62 at a front face angle 64 
that is greater than orthogonal to the first face 26 and the 
second face 34. The front face 14 may have a first front face 
edge 66 proximate to the first face 26 and a second front face 
edge 68 proximate to the second face 34. The first front face 
edge 66 may have a first face wall 70 extending generally 
orthogonal to the first front face edge 66 toward the first face 
26. The second front face edge 68 may have a second face 
wall 72 extending generally orthogonal to the second front 
face edge 68 toward the second face 34. 
0044 As shown in FIG. 6, the first face wall 70 may have 
a first face wall hook 77 operative to attach to the first face 26. 
Likewise the second face wall 72 may have a second face wall 
hook 76 operative to attach to the second face 34. The first 
face wall hook 77 and the second face wall hook 76 stop the 
front face 14 from being pivotally extended beyond the front 
face angle 64 in an open position 62. 
0045. This feature of the shoe box. 10 is further innovative 
in that the pivoting mechanism of the front face 14 enables the 
shoe box to be in an opened position 62, even when there are 
a plurality of shoe boxes 102 stacked on top of the shoe box 10 
as shown in FIG. 4. As a result, the contents of the shoe box 10 
may be readily accessed without having to remove, adjust, or 
otherwise effect the position of the one or more shoe boxes 
102 stacked on top of the shoe box. 10. As such, once the 
contents of the shoe box. 10 have been visually identified by 
the product card 58 on the first display window 56, the shoes 
contained therein may be readily removed while maintaining 
the stacked configuration of the plurality of shoe boxes 102. 
0046. The embodiments of the shoe box. 10 shown in 
FIGS. 4-6 may be most advantageously used in an aftermar 
ket residential setting by an individual desiring to save space 
by storing multiple shoe boxes 88, 102 in a stacked configu 
ration while still being able to readily identify and access the 
contents therein. The individual may also choose to store 
articles of clothing or other miscellaneous items in the shoe 
box, in addition to or in lieu of shoes. As in the case of the 
embodiment of the shoe box used in the retail or commercial 
shore store setting, the image of the shoe in the first display 
window 56 in these embodiments of the shoe box 10 may 
enable the individual to readily locate and identify a shoe 
having the desired size, color, style, and/or brand. In addition, 
the pivoting mechanism of the front face 14 in this embodi 
ment of the shoe box. 10 enables the individual to readily 
remove a desired shoe from a shoe box. 10 without disturbing 
the configuration of shoe boxes stacked on top of the shoe box 
88, 102. This in turn enables an individual to more efficiently 
determine what shoe they wish to wear with a particular outfit 
and then retrieve the desired shoe while at the same time 
maintaining an organized shoe storage system in their closet. 
0047 Still referring to FIGS. 4-6, in another embodiment 
of the shoe box 10, the first face wall 70 may have a first face 
wedge 78 and the second face wall 72 may have a second face 
wedge 80 proximate to the front face 14. The first face wedge 
78 and the second face wedge 80 may be operative to secure 
the front face 14 of the shoe box. 10 orthogonal to the first face 
26 and the second face 34 respectively in a closed position 82. 
This feature of the shoe box. 10 uniquely enables the front face 
14 to be securely closed against the first face 26 and the 
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second face 34 while maintaining the stacked configuration. 
As such, the contents may be secured in the shoe box. 10 in the 
closed position 82. 
0048 Still referring to FIGS. 4-6, another embodiment of 
the present invention may further include a first face first tab 
84 proximate to the first face edge 32. The first face first tab 84 
may be disposable in a first face first recess 86 proximate to 
the first face edge 32 of a second shoe box 88 on top of the 
shoe box. 10. A second face first tab 90 proximate to the 
second face edge 40 may be disposable in a second face first 
recess 92 proximate to the second face edge 40 of the second 
shoebox.88. This feature enables the second shoebox 88 to be 
fixedly mounted in a stacked configuration on top of the shoe 
box. 10. In another embodiment, the first face first tab 84 may 
be on the first face edge 32 proximate to the front face 14 
projecting above the top face 42, as shown in FIG. 4. In this 
embodiment, the second face first tab 90 may likewise be on 
the second face edge 40 proximate to the front face 14 pro 
jecting above the top face 42. The first face first tab 84 may be 
disposable in the first face first recess 86 on the first face edge 
32 of the second shoe box 88. The second face first tab 90 may 
be disposable in the second face first recess 92 on the second 
face edge 40 of the second shoe box 88. In yet a further 
embodiment, the shoe box. 10 may further include a first face 
second tab 94 on the first face edge 32 proximate to the rear 
face 20 projecting above the top face 42. In this embodiment, 
the shoe box. 10 may further include a second face second tab 
96 on the second face edge 40 proximate to the rear face 20 
projecting above the top face 42. The first face second tab 94 
may be disposable in the first face second recess 98 on the first 
face edge 32 of the second shoe box 88. The second face 
second tab 96 may be disposable in the second face second 
recess 100 on the second face edge 40 on the second shoe box 
88. 

0049. These features of the shoe box. 10 uniquely enable 
the mounting of the second shoe box 88 or a plurality of shoe 
boxes 102, one on top of the other in a stackable configura 
tion. In these embodiments, the second shoe box 88 or one of 
a plurality of shoe boxes 102 may be precisely positioned on 
top of the shoebox 10, with the insertion of the tabs 84,90,94, 
96 on the lower shoe box 10 into the recesses 86,92, 98, 100 
located on the second shoe box 88 or one or more plurality of 
shoe boxes 102 on top of the shoe box. 10. In this embodiment, 
the second shoe box 88 or one more plurality of shoe boxes 
102 stacked on top of the shoe box. 10 may be better supported 
and less likely to be dislodged or to otherwise fall off of the 
shoe box. 10. Accordingly, the lower shoe box. 10 may be 
better able to support the second shoe box 88 above it, and the 
second shoe box 88 may be better able to support the one or 
more of a plurality of shoe boxes 102 above it, and so forth, 
thereby reducing the risk of slippage of dislodgement of one 
or more shoe boxes placed in a stacked configuration. As 
Such, the space-saving features of this stackable configuration 
may be maintained. 
0050. This embodiment of the shoe box. 10 may be most 
advantageously used in the aftermarket residential setting by 
the individual consumer desiring to use the shoe box 10 for 
storage purposes in their closet at home. In particular, this 
configuration may be most effectively used in an embodiment 
of the shoe box 10 wherein the front face 14 may also be 
pivotally extended in an open position 62 as depicted in FIG. 
5, thereby enabling removal of a pair of shoes or other item 
from an individual shoe box 10 while maintaining the stack 
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able configuration of the second shoe box 88 or one or more 
plurality of additional shoe boxes 102 positioned on top of the 
shoe box. 10 in their closet. 
0051. As shown in FIGS. 1A-1B, the shoe box 10 may 
further include a shoe label 104 on the front face 14. The shoe 
label 104 may include identifying information about the shoe, 
Such as the size, color, and/or model information. In a further 
embodiment, the shoe label 104 may be disposed in the first 
display window 56. In yet a further embodiment, the shoe 
label 104 may be disposed in a second display window 106. 
0052. These features uniquely enable the shoe box. 10 to 
identify its contents by descriptive information in addition to 
the visual identification provided by an image of the shoe 60 
on the product card 58 in the first display window 56. As such, 
this feature may uniquely enable the more convenient and 
efficient identification of the shoe contained in the shoe box 
10 without having to open the shoe box 10. 
0053 Although the shoe box. 10 depicted in FIGS. 1-6 are 
made of cardboard or corrugated paper board material, it is 
also contemplated within the scope of the present invention 
that the various aspects of the shoe box. 10 may be employed 
with any lightweight material. The lightweight nature of these 
materials are advantageous in allowing and enabling the shoe 
box. 10 to be conveniently transported and/or placed in stor 
age. Furthermore, these materials may be inexpensive and 
thereby reduce the cost of production of the shoe box and 
enable its competitive pricing. 
0054 The above description is given by way of example, 
and not limitation. Given the above disclosure, one skilled in 
the art could devise variations that are within the scope and 
spirit of the invention disclosed herein. Further, the various 
features of the embodiments disclosed herein can be used 
alone, or in varying combinations with each other and are not 
intended to be limited to the specific combination described 
herein. Thus, the scope of the claims is not to be limited by the 
illustrated embodiments. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A universal shoe box comprising: 
six faces formed of a common contiguous material, each 

face interconnected with at least one adjacent face with 
at least one face being hingedly attached to the adjacent 
face, each face further having a preferential fold dis 
posed between each adjacent face, the six faces includ 
ing a front face defining generally a longitudinal front 
face axis and a lateral front face axis, a rear face oppos 
ing the front face, the rear face defining generally a 
longitudinal rear face axis and a lateral rear face axis, a 
first face defining generally a longitudinal first face axis 
and a lateral first face axis, the first face disposed gen 
erally orthogonal to and between the front face and the 
rear face, a non-removable top face defining generally a 
longitudinal top face axis and a lateral top face axis, the 
top face disposed generally orthogonal to and between 
the front face, the rear face, the first face, and the second 
face, the preferential fold between the first face and the 
top face being a first face edge extending from the front 
face to the rear face, a second face opposing the first face, 
the second face defining generally a longitudinal second 
face axis and a lateral second face axis, the second face 
further disposed generally orthogonal to and between 
the front face and the rear face, the preferential fold 
between the second face and the top face being a second 
face edge extending from the front face to the rear face, 
and a non-removable bottom face opposing the top face, 
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the bottom face defining generally alongitudinal bottom 
face axis and a lateral bottom face axis, the bottom face 
further disposed generally orthogonal to and between 
the front face, the rear face, the first face, and the second 
face; 

an access aperture disposed on the front face; and 
a first display window disposed on the front face proximate 

to the access aperture, the first display window operative 
to display a product card depicting an image of a shoe. 

2. The shoe box as claimed in claim 1, wherein the front 
face is pivotally extendable in an open position at a front face 
angle greater than orthogonal to the first face and the second 
face, the front face having a first front face edge adjacent the 
first face and a second front face edge adjacent the second 
face, the first front face edgehaving a first face wall extending 
generally orthogonal to the first front face edge proximate to 
the first front face, the second front face edgehaving a second 
face wall extending generally orthogonal to the second front 
face edge proximate to the second face, the first face wall 
having a first face wall hook and the second face wall having 
a second face wall hook operative to attach to the first face and 
the second face respectively to stop the front face from being 
pivotally extended past the front face angle in an open posi 
tion; 

3. The shoe box as claimed in claim 2, wherein the first face 
wall has a first face wedge and the second face wall has a 
second face wedge proximate to the front face operative to 
secure the front face orthogonal to the first face and the 
second face respectively in a closed position. 

4. The shoe box as claimed in claim 1, wherein the access 
aperture is oval in shape. 

5. The shoe box as claimed in claim 1, wherein the access 
aperture is circular in shape. 

6. The shoe box as claimed inclaim 1 further includes a first 
face first tab proximate to the first face edge disposable in a 
first face first recess proximate to the first face edge of a 
second shoe box on top of the shoebox, and a second face first 
tab proximate to the second face edge disposable in a second 
face first recess proximate to the second face edge of the 
second shoe box, thereby enabling the second shoe box to be 
fixedly mounted on the shoe box. 

7. The shoe box as claimed in claim 6, wherein the first face 
first tab is on the first face edge proximate to the front face 
projecting above the top face, and the second face first tab is 
on the second face edge proximate to the front face projecting 
above the top face, the first face first tab being disposable in 
the first face recess on the first face edge of the second shoe 
box, and the second face first tab being disposable in the 
second face first recess on the second face first recess on the 
second face edge of the second shoe box. 

8. The shoe box as claimed in claim 7, further includes a 
first face second tab on the first face edge proximate to the rear 
face projecting above the top face, and a second face second 
tab is on the second face edge proximate to the rear face 
projecting above the top face, the first face second tab being 
disposable in a first face second recess on the first face edge of 
the second shoe box, the second face second tab being dis 
posable in a second face second recess on the second face 
edge of the second shoe box. 

9. The shoe box as claimed in claim 8 further includes a 
plurality of shoe boxes fixedly mounted on top of the shoe 
box, each shoe box having a first face first tab, a first face 
second tab, a second face first tab, a second face second tab, 
a first face first recess, a first face second recess, a second face 
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first recess, and a second face second recess on the first face 
edge and the second face edge respectively. 

10. The shoe box as claimed in claim 1, wherein the non 
removable top face is hingedly attached to the rear face of the 
shoe box. 

11. The shoe box as claimed in claim 1, wherein the non 
removable top face is hingedly attached to the first face of the 
shoe box. 

12. The shoe box as claimed in claim 1, wherein the non 
removable top face is hingedly attached to the second face of 
the shoe box. 

13. The shoe box as claimed in claim 1 further includes a 
shoe label on the front face identifying information about the 
shoe. Such as the size, brand, and/or model information. 

14. The shoe box as claimed in claim 13, wherein the shoe 
label is disposed in the first display window. 
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15. The shoe box as claimed in claim 13, wherein the shoe 
label is disposed in a second display window. 

16. The shoe box as claimed in claim 1, wherein the six 
faces are made of cardboard or corrugated paper board. 

17. The shoe box as claimed in claim 1, wherein the prod 
uct card is mounted on a product card face behind the first 
display window, the product card face being slidably dispos 
able between the front face and a first front face fold behind 
the front face. 

18. The shoe box as claimed in claim 17 further includes a 
product card retaining tab disposed on the product card face 
operative to hold the product card in position behind the first 
display window. 

19. The shoe box as claimed in claim 1, wherein the prod 
uct card is disposed behind the first display window between 
the front face and a second front face fold. 

c c c c c 


