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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Warron Linconn
Coarrs, a citizen of the United States, re-
siding at Santa Cruz, in the county of
Santa Cruz and State of California, have
invented new and useful Improvements in
Milk-Can Covers, of which the following is
a specification.

The invention relates to receptacles, and
more particularly to the class of milk and
cream delivery cans.

The primary object of the invention is
the provision of a can of this character in
which air may be admitted to the contents
of the can without the admission of insects
or foreign matter thereto.

Another object of the invention is the pro-
vigion of a can cover in which fresh air
may be admitted to the contents thereof dur-
ing transportation of the same, without pos-
sibility of insects or foreign matter gaining
access to the interior of the can while in
transit.

A further object of the invention is the
provision of a milk can cover of this char-
acter, the same heing provided with air in-
lets adapted to communicate with the atmos-
phere and the interior of the can, for sup-
plying fresh air to the contents of the lat-
ter, the cover being simple of construction,
and inexpensive in manufacture.

With these and other objects in view, the
invention consists in the construction, com-
bination and arrangement of parts, as will
be hereinafter more fully deseribed, illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings, and
pointed out in the claims hereunto appended.

In the drawings: Figure 1 is a fragmen-
tary side elevation of a can, showing the
cover applied thereto constructed in accord-
ance with the invention, the can and cover
being partly broken away. Fig. 2 is a top
plan view thereof. Fig. 8 is a sectional view
on the line 3—3 of Fig. 1, looking in the di-
rection of the arrow.

Similar reference characters indicate cor-
responding parts throughout the several
views of the drawings.

Referring to the drawings by numerals, 5
designates generally a milk can, a portion
only thereof being shown, which is of the
ordinary well-known construction, having
an outwardly flared mouth flange 6, in which
is removably fitted a cover, as will be here-
inafter more fully described.

The cover comprises a hollow body 7, in-
cluding a cylindrical-shaped outwardly ta-
pering side wall 8, corresponding to the
tapered mouth flange 6 of the can, so that
when the cover is inserted within the mouth
of the latter, it will wedge therein to form a
fluid tight closure. This cover is construct-
ed from block tin, although it may be made
from any other suitable material, and has
its top 8 outwardly bulged, while its bottom
9 is concaved. At the marginal edge of the
top 8 of the cover is formed a laterally ex-
tending annular side flange 10 which pre-
vents the cover 7 from being inserted too
far within the mouth piece of the can.

Secured at spaced diametrically opposite
points to the top 8, centrally of the cover,
1s a loop handle 11, which permits the ready
and convenient removal of the cover 7 from
the can body or its insertion in the mouth
thereof.

Formed interiorly of the hollow body of
the cover are downwardly converging inlet
air tubes or vents 12 and 13, respectively, the
tube or vent 12 being directed at its inner
end centrally of the hollow body 7 and open-
ing through the bottom 9 thereof, while its
opposite outer end extends to and opens
through the under face of the side flange 10
of the cover. The vent 18 has its inner end
directed toward the bottom 9 of the hollow
body 7, contiguous to one side thereof and
opens through the said bottom 9, while its
opposite outer end extends in the direction
of and opens through the under face of the
side flange 10 formed on the said hollow
body 7 of the cover. Thus, it will be seen
that by these air inlet tubes or vents 12 and
18, fresh air from the atmosphere will be
admitted therethrough to the interior of the
can b, thus establishing a fresh air circula-
tion to the contents of the can 5 during the
transportation of the latter, thereby pre-
venting, to a material degree, the deteriora-
tion or souring of the contents of the can
while in transit.

By reason of the disposition of the outer
ends of the air vents 12 and 13, so that they
will open through the under face of the lat-
erally extending annular flange 10 of the
cover, any amount of water or foreign mat-
ter dropping upon the top 8 of the cover
will be deflected from the entrance open-
ings of the vents 12 and 13 by the flange 10,
thereby preventing the same from entering
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the can 5. Thus the quality of the contents
of the can will not be affected, or the latter
damaged in any manner.

The outer ends of the inlet tubes or vents
12 and 18 are guarded by means of wire
cloth or gauze shields 14, the same being de-
signed to prevent the entrance of insects,
dirt or other foreign matter through the
tubes 12 and 18 to the interior of the can.
Should the air inlets or tubes 12 and 13
become clogged or choked, it is only neces-
sary to clean the same by means of a steam
jet in any ordinary manner.

What is claimed is: .

1. A cover of the class described, compris-
ing a body having a marginal annular flange
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near its top, and air inlet vents opening
through the bottom and the under face of
the flange of the said body.

2. A cover of the class described, compris-
ing a hollow body having a marginal annu-
lar flange near its top, air inlet vents open-
ing through the bottom and the under face of
the flange of the said body, and foraminous
means mounted upon the body across the
outer end of the tube,

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
In presence of two witnesses.

. WALTON LINCOLN COATES.

Witnesses:

J. H. McMiiex,
F. E. Rosk.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the

“ Commissioner of Patents,

Washington, D. C.”
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