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(57) ABSTRACT 

A spa apparatus includes an internal Support structure having 
a front end and a rear end; a basin coupled to the internal 
support structure proximate the front end, with the basin 
including a fluid circulation device; a seat removably 
coupled to the internal Support structure, intermediate the 
basin and the rear end of the internal Support structure; a 
shroud including at least a first and second panel removably 
coupled and Supported by the internal Support structure and 
configured to enclose a portion of the internal Support 
structure; and an armrest coupled to the internal Support 
structure on each side of the seat. Each armrest is configured 
to move from a first position to a second position indepen 
dent of the position of the seat. 
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FIG. 5 
  



Patent Application Publication Oct. 4, 2007 Sheet 4 of 9 US 2007/0228785 A1 

s 
  



Patent Application Publication Oct. 4, 2007 Sheet 5 of 9 US 2007/0228785 A1 

  



Patent Application Publication Oct. 4, 2007 Sheet 6 of 9 US 2007/0228785 A1 

  



Patent Application Publication Oct. 4, 2007 Sheet 7 of 9 US 2007/0228785 A1 

  



Patent Application Publication Oct. 4, 2007 Sheet 8 of 9 US 2007/0228785 A1 

FIG. 11B 
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ARM REST FOR SPA 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

0001. The present invention relates generally to the field 
of spas and particularly to a reconfigurable spa. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0002 Spas are well known for use in facilitating comfort 
and relaxation. Pedicure spas specifically allow for treat 
ment and comfort of the feet of a person in addition to other 
incorporated services. Pedicure spas do not always effi 
ciently allow a spa professional to attend to a client due to 
the awkward construction of the unit. Pedicure spas can also 
be difficult to get into when armrests are in the way. Access 
to the electrical and plumbing components of prior art spas 
is difficult because of one piece internal Support structures. 
Further, pedicure spa seats can become stylistically outdated 
or worn with repeated use necessitating replacement of the 
entire seat or spa. 
0003 Thus there is a need for a pedicure spa construction 
that facilitates a spa professional in being as close as 
possible to the client. There is also a need for a spa that 
includes a Support structure to support a seat, basin and a 
removable shroud enclosing at least a portion of the Support 
structure. There is also a need for a spa construction that 
provides easy entry and exit for the client. There is also a 
need for a water pump configuration in a pedicure spa that 
facilitates access to components for service or replacement. 
There is also a need for a replaceable seat cover for a 
pedicure spa. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0004 One embodiment of the invention relates to a spa 
apparatus. The spa apparatus includes an internal Support 
structure having a front end and a rear end. The spa 
apparatus further includes a basin coupled to the internal 
support structure proximate the front end, with the basin 
including a fluid circulation device. The spa apparatus 
further includes a seat removably coupled to the internal 
Support structure, intermediate the basin and the rear end of 
the internal Support structure. The spa apparatus further 
includes a shroud including at least a first and second panel 
removably coupled and Supported by the internal Support 
structure and configured to enclose a portion of the internal 
Support structure. The spa apparatus further includes an 
armrest coupled to the internal Support structure on each side 
of the seat, with each armrest configured to move from a first 
position to a second position independent of the position of 
the seat. 

0005 Another embodiment of the invention relates to an 
armrest structure for a spa, with the spa including a fluid 
retaining basin and a seat coupled to a Support structure. The 
armrest structure includes a base member defining a com 
partment; a cover coupled to the base member, and a Support 
member pivotally coupled at one end to the Support structure 
on one side of the seat and pivotally coupled at another end 
to the base member. The base member and cover are 
maintained in a horizontal aspect relative to the Support 
structure as the Support member is moved about the pivots 
from a first position to a second position. 
0006 Another embodiment of the invention relates to a 
spa apparatus. The spa apparatus includes an internal Sup 
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port structure having a front end and a rear end. The spa 
apparatus further includes a basin coupled to the internal 
support structure proximate the front end, with the basin 
including a fluid circulation device. The spa apparatus 
further includes a seat removably coupled to the internal 
Support structure, intermediate the basin and the rear end of 
the internal Support structure. The spa apparatus further 
includes a shroud including at least a first and second panel 
removably coupled and Supported by the internal Support 
structure and configured to enclose a portion of the internal 
Support structure; The spa apparatus further includes an 
armrest structure. The armrest structure includes a base 
member defining a compartment; a cover coupled to the base 
member; and a Support member pivotally coupled at one end 
to the Support structure on one side of the seat and pivotally 
coupled at another end to the base member. The base 
member and cover are maintained in a horizontal aspect 
relative to the Support structure as the Support member is 
moved about the pivots from a first position to a second 
position. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0007 FIG. 1 is a front perspective view of a spa appa 
ratus according to one example embodiment including an 
internal Support structure with arched members. 
0008 FIG. 2 is a rear perspective view of the spa appa 
ratus of FIG. 1 according to one example embodiment. 
0009 FIG. 3 is a front perspective view of a spa appa 
ratus with a shroud removably coupled to and supported by 
the internal Support structure according to one example 
embodiment. 

0010 FIG. 4 is a rear view of the spa of FIG.3 according 
to one example embodiment. 
0011 FIG. 5 is a top schematic view of a spa apparatus 
according to one example embodiment. 
0012 FIG. 6 is a side schematic view of a spa apparatus 
according to one example embodiment, illustrating the seat 
back and armrest in a forward position and the seatback and 
armrest in a backward position (broken lines), with the 
armrest maintained in a horizontal aspect relative to the 
Support structure. 

0013 FIG. 7 is a perspective exploded view of the spa 
apparatus of FIG. 3 according to one example embodiment. 
0014 FIG. 8A is a side plan view of an example embodi 
ment of an armrest including an insert member and a cover. 
0.015 FIG. 8B is a perspective view of the armrest 
illustrated in FIG. 8A. 

0016 FIG. 9 is a perspective view of an exemplary 
embodiment of a removable basin for a spa apparatus. 
0017 FIG. 10 is a perspective schematic view of an 
exemplary embodiment of a seat mechanism for a spa 
apparatus, without the seatback and seat cushion upholstery. 
0018 FIG. 11A is a partial side view of the seat mecha 
nism illustrated in FIG. 10, with the seatback raised prior to 
a fold over movement. 

0.019 FIG. 11B is a partial side view of the seat mecha 
nism illustrated in FIG. 10, with the seatback folded over the 
seat cushion for shipping. 
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0020 FIG. 12 is a partial side view of an exemplary 
embodiment of a seat for a spa apparatus, with an armrest in 
a first position (solid line) and in a second position (broken 
lines), with the armrest maintained in a horizontal aspect 
relative to the support structure. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE EXAMPLE 
EMBODIMENTS 

0021 Referring to FIG. 1, spa 10 is intended to seat a 
person in order to facilitate services to that person. In one 
example embodiment, the person may receive a pedicure 
and spa 10 may be a pedicure spa. In other example 
embodiments, the person may receive other services Such as 
a manicure or haircut. Spa 10 generally includes a internal 
Support structure 12, a seat 14, and a basin 15. 
0022 Internal support structure 12, also known as a base, 
supports the structure of seat 14 and basin 15 and is intended 
to provide a person with easy access to spa 10 and the feet 
and legs of someone sitting in seat 14. Internal Support 
structure 12 is configured to Support spa 10 while providing 
easy access to the underside of spa 10 for repairs or cleaning 
and to allow for someone providing services to a person 
seated in spa 10 to slide close with their feet underneath 
internal support structure 12 at either side, the front, or rear 
of internal support structure 12. 
0023 Internal support structure 12 may be defined as 
having a front end 16 and a rear end 17 and generally 
includes a first member 18, a second member 20, a cross 
member 22, and a footpad 24. First and second members 18 
and 20 are of a curved shape and each defines two legs that 
extend towards the surface that spa 10 rests on. One or more 
cross-members 22 couple with members 18 and 20 to 
provide Support for spa 10 and the weight of someone sitting 
thereon. Each footpad 24 is coupled to the legs of members 
18 and 20 to provide contact points with the surface spa 10 
rests on and is intended to reduce the chance of damaging 
the floor and to prevent spa 10 from sliding. In various 
example embodiments, members 18 and 20, cross-member 
22, and footpad 24 each may be composed of any metal (e.g. 
steel, iron, aluminum, titanium), polymer (e.g., plastic, rub 
ber), or any other suitable material or combination thereof. 
In another example embodiment, footpads 24 may be wheels 
or casters that function to move spa 10. In still another 
example embodiment, footpads 24 may be adjustable in 
order to vary the height of spa 10 or to level spa 10 if resting 
on an uneven Surface. 

0024 Seat 14 is intermediate basin 15 and rear end 17 of 
internal Support structure 12 and is intended to provide a 
comfortable Surface and sitting position for a person receiv 
ing services on spa 10. Seat 14 generally includes a cushion 
26, a seatback 28, a splashguard 30, and an armrest 32. 
Cushion 26 provides an ergonomic Surface for a person to sit 
on and is surrounded by a skin or covering. Cushion 26 may 
contain any desired amount of a material known in the art to 
provide cushioning for a person seated on it. In one example 
embodiment, cushion 26 may be heated. In another example 
embodiment, the skin of cushion 26 may be removable for 
various reasons such as to facilitate reconditioning or 
replacement while in still another example embodiment, the 
skin of cushion 26 may be permanently attached to the 
interior portion of cushion 26. In various other example 
embodiments, the skin of cushion 26 may be composed of 
any past, present, or future material used as a seat cover Such 
as cloth, leather, or vinyl. 
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0025 Seatback 28 provides an ergonomic surface to 
Support the torso of a person sitting on cushion 26. Seatback 
28 may contain any desired amount of a material known in 
the art to provide cushioning for a person leaning on it and 
is Surrounded by a skin or covering. In other example 
embodiments, seatback 28 may include a massage function. 
In these example embodiments that include a massage 
function, one or more various types of massage mechanisms 
Such as a massage roller and vibration massage mechanism 
may be used. In other example embodiments, seatback 28 
may include a neck pillow to Support the head and neck of 
a person sitting in seat 14. In another example embodiment, 
the skin of seatback 28 may be removable for various 
reasons such as to facilitate reconditioning or replacement 
while in still another example embodiment, the skin of 
seatback 28 may be permanently attached to the interior 
portion of cushion 26. In various other example embodi 
ments, the skin of seatback 28 may be composed of any past, 
present, or future material used as a seat cover Such as cloth, 
leather, or vinyl. 
0026 Splashguard 30 is intended to reduce the amount of 
splash from basin 15 that gets under seat 14. In various 
example embodiments a splash guard may be implemented 
in the front of seat 14, either side of seat 14, the rear of seat 
14, or any combination thereof. Splashguard 30 may be 
composed of any material that at least to Some degree 
prevents water or other substance that may be in basin 15 
from passing through. In some example embodiments 
splashguard 30 may be attached to cushion 26 or seatback 28 
via a hook and loop fastener, another fastener, or by sewn 
thread, while in other example embodiments splashguard 30 
may not be attached but retained by the weight of cushion 26 
or seatback 28. 

0027) Armrest 32 is generally configured to support the 
arms of a person seated in seat 14. In various example 
embodiments, one or more armrests may be attached to 
either internal support structure 12 or seat 14. While the 
illustrated example embodiment shows armrest 32 attached 
to spa 10 via two support bars 34, in other example embodi 
ments more or fewer than two support bars could be used to 
retain armrest 32 and support the weight of the arms of a 
person or support bars 34 may be omitted altogether with 
armrest 32 attached to spa 10 via some other means. In 
various example embodiments, armrest 32 may be made of 
any suitable material Such as metal or plastic and may 
include a cushioned top surface or a hard top surface. 
0028 Basin 15 is proximate to front end 16 of internal 
Support structure 12 and is configured to provide a person 
seated in seat 14 with a foot massage via water pushed 
through a jet, for example a fluid massage device. Basin 15 
generally includes a drain activator 67 for releasing water 
from basin 15. In one example embodiment, basin 15 may 
be streamlined for convenient access by a person to the feet 
and legs of someone seated in seat 14. In another example 
embodiment basin 15 may be made of an acrylic basin with 
an acrylonitrile-butadiene-styrene (ABS) backing or interior 
while in other embodiments, a different backing may be used 
Such as fiberglass. In another exemplary embodiment, basin 
15 may be a composed of a material that is different from the 
material composing internal Support structure 12. In still 
other example embodiments the basin may be composed of 
a different material than acrylic Such as another plastic, a 
metal, a combination of plastic and metal, or glass. 



US 2007/0228785 A1 

0029 Referring to FIG. 2, internal support structure 12 is 
show to facilitate the support of basin 15 as well as the 
plumbing 40 and electrical lines 42 of spa 10. A basin 
support 38 is coupled to members 18 and 20 and may extend 
around at least a portion of the underside of basin 15. In 
other example embodiments basin Supports may alterna 
tively run under the bottom of basin 15 rather than around 
the rim. Water lines 40 may run down the opposite side of 
electrical lines 42, so that in the event of a water leak the 
possibility of a short is reduced. Water lines 40 and electrical 
lines 42 may enter and exit spa 10 via a centralized and 
convenient access point 43, for example at rear end 17 of 
internal support structure 12. Splashguard 30 is intended to 
also prevent water that may come from a leak in water lines 
40 from getting under seat 14. 
0030 Pump 44 is configured to aid in the expulsion of 
water from basin 15 when drain activator 67 is operated. 
Drain activator 67 includes a drain overflow and sensor to 
activate the drain pump 44. Pump 44 may expel water 
through water lines 40 and into a drain line via access point 
42. In one example embodiment pump 44 may be automati 
cally started by magnetic sensors when drain activator 67 
opens the drain. Pump 44 is suspended above the floor via 
an attachment to internal Support structure 12 or seat 14 in 
order to aid in the expulsion of water from spa 10 and to 
allow for additional room under spa 10. In one example 
embodiment pump 44 may retain only the amount of water 
necessary for priming. In various example embodiments, 
pump 44 may be any suitable pump of past, present, or 
future design that is able to be suspended. 
0031 Controller 46 is configured to electrically control 
adjustments to the position of seatback 28, a massage or 
vibration function of seat 14, water-flow in basin 15, or any 
combination thereof. While the illustrated example embodi 
ment shows controller 46 to be hardwired to spa 10, in other 
example embodiments controller 46 may be an integral body 
within a portion of spa 10, such as armrest 32 or cushion 26, 
or a wireless controller. In an example embodiment where 
controller 46 is not an integral body with a portion of spa 10, 
cushion 26, seatback 28, or armrest 32 may include a pocket 
that holds controller 46 when not in use. 

0032 Referring to FIG. 3, internal support structure 12 is 
substantially enclosed within a multi-panel shroud 48 for 
aesthetic purposes while still providing a person with easy 
access to spa 10 and the feet and legs of someone sitting in 
seat 14. Shroud 48 generally defines an arched channel 50 
and an indentation 52 that is proximate to a lower edge 53 
of each of a first panel 54 and a second panel 56. A third 
panel 57 serves to couple panels 54 and 56 at the front of 
basin 15 and has an upper edge 58 that is proximate or 
adjacent to basin 15 and a lower edge 59 that extends under 
a portion of basin 15. Third panel 57 slopes inward and 
downward providing a region for the feet of a technician as 
the technician attends to a user if the spa. Channel 50 and 
indentation 52 allow the feet of the person to slide under 
neath spa 10 while conforming with the legs of the person 
when seated in a chair or stool. Additionally, a person may 
slide close to the front of spa 10 with their feet under the 
front of basin 15 and near lower edge 59 of panel 57, for 
example to provide access to the feet of a person sitting in 
seat 14. Panels 54,56, and 57 are coupled to internal support 
structure 12 and each other and do not support any weight, 
but are coupled to internal support structure 12 for a more 

Oct. 4, 2007 

aesthetically pleasing design. In one example embodiment 
panels 54 and 56 may be coupled via one or more thumb 
screws and panel 57 by one or more magnets to allow for 
quick removal for greater access to the underside of spa 10 
for tasks such as repairs or cleaning or in order to change the 
color or style. In other example embodiments, panels 54 and 
56 may be attached by one or more magnets and panel 57 by 
one or more thumb screws or panels 54, 56, and 57 may be 
attached with other types of fasteners, such as bolts or clips. 
In still other example embodiments panels 54, 56, and 57 
may be permanently attached to spa 10. In various example 
embodiments panels 54, 56, and 57 may be composed of a 
plastic, fiberglass, metal, other Suitable material, or any 
combination thereof. In alternative embodiments, the num 
ber of panels may be reduced to two or more than three. 
Referring to FIGS. 1, 2 and 7 in one embodiment each of the 
first and second panels 54, 56 is secured with a pair of 
magnets 49 coupled to the legs of the support members 18, 
20 of the internal support structure 12 and a thumb screw 51 
located on a top portion of the internal Support structure 12. 
0033 Referring to FIG. 4, shroud 48 further defines an 
arched opening 60 in the rear of spa 10 for greater access to 
the underside of Spa 10 for various tasks including cleaning, 
repairs, or installation without having to remove panel 54 
and/or 56. Access point 43 is not concealed and still provides 
a convenient hook-up for water lines 40 and electrical lines 
42. In other example embodiments, opening 60 may be 
larger or Smaller to provide access to a greater or narrower 
scope of items on the underside of spa 10 or may be omitted 
altogether with access being provided when panels 54 and 
56 are removed. In another example embodiment, opening 
60 may be provided with a door or similar enclosure. 
0034) Referring to FIGS. 5 and 8, armrest 32 is config 
ured to move in a forward or backward direction, relative to 
internal Support structure 12, independent of the position of 
seatback 28. When armrest 32 slides back, it may be easier 
for a person to get onto or out of spa 10. Armrest 32 moves 
from a first forward in use position to a second rearward 
non-use position in which the armrest 32 is located away 
form the front of the seat 14. The armrest 32 moves 
independently of the seat 14. This allows both easy access to 
get in and out of the seat as well as to provide a wider 
comfortable seat for larger users. As described below arm 
rest 32 moves from the first to the second positions while 
remaining Substantially horizontal relative to the internal 
support structure 12. While the armrest 32 moves in an 
arcuate path (see FIGS. 6 & 12), the top portion of the 
armrest remains horizontal. In the preferred embodiment, 
this movement is accomplished by multiple pivots 35. 
Referring to FIGS. 8A and 12, armrest 32 includes two 
support members 34. Each support member 34 is secured to 
the seat track plate 27 coupled to the internal support 
structure 12 and armrest 32 with a lower and upper pivot 35. 
0035) In other example embodiments, armrest 32 may 
rotate rather than slide or may not move at all. Armrest 32 
is further configured to flip open and define a compartment 
which includes a fluid container holder 68, for example a 
beverage holder; a fluid pan 70, for example a hand or 
manicure soaker, and a work area 72. In another exemplary 
embodiment, armrest 32 defines a compartment or hollow 
shell 78 between a base structure 80 and cover 82, as shown 
in FIG. 8, configured to retain an insert 84 that defines one 
or more of holder 68, pan 70, and area 72. In still another 
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exemplary embodiment, hollow shell may be substantially 
defined by cover 82 to retain insert 84 when cover 82 is 
flipped open. In other exemplary embodiment, In other 
example embodiments, armrest may contain any combina 
tion of holder 68, pan 70, and area 72, or none at all. 
0.036 Spa 10 further includes a footrest 62, sprayer/ 
faucet 64, and controls 66. Footrests 62 may be supported by 
the perimeter of basin 15 and are intended to support the foot 
of a person sitting in seat 14 when the foot is not in basin 15 
itself. In various example embodiments, one or more foot 
rests 62 may be employed in an adjustable manner as desired 
to accommodate various leg lengths of someone sitting in 
seat 14. In other example embodiments, footrests 62 may be 
made of any material Such as plastic or metal and the top of 
footrests 62 may be cushioned or substantially hard. In still 
other example embodiments footrests 62 may be attached to 
basin via a fastener, Such as a screw or bolt, via a shape 
configured to mate with the shape of basin 15; or via any 
other means such as an adhesive. 

0037 Faucet assembly 36 may be used to fill basin 15 or 
spray water on the feet of someone sitting in seat 14. In one 
example embodiment, faucet assembly 36 is a pull-out 
sprayer that can be sprayed in a number of different direc 
tions. In various example embodiments faucet assembly 36 
may be made of any Suitable material Such as metal or 
thermoplastic. Faucet assembly 36 includes two fill spouts 
that hook directly into the faucet and the configuration of the 
fill spout. 
0038 Controls 66 are configured to control various func 
tions of Spa 10. In various example embodiments, controls 
66 may include control means for water temperature or 
turning on a fluid circulation device 74 for massaging the 
feet of a person sitting in spa 10. In Such an example 
embodiment, controls 66 may be in a relatively close prox 
imity to faucet assembly 36 on a center console configura 
tion so that drain, faucet, temperature, and water massage or 
mechanical foot massage functions may all be accessed 
quickly and easily. In other example embodiments, more or 
fewer than the above functions and controls may be 
included. In another example embodiment, the water from 
massage device 74 may be propelled by an impeller actuated 
by water and in fluid communication with basin 15. 
0039) Referring to FIGS. 6 and 12, seatback 28, armrest 
32, and cushion 26 may be moved in a forward or backward 
direction into at least a first position and a second position. 
Seatback 28 may move, for example, to upright, reclined and 
foldover positions. While armrest 32, seatback 28, and 
cushion 26 may both move to multiple positions, it is noted 
that armrest 32, seatback 28, and cushion 26 move indepen 
dently of each other. The positioning of seatback 28 can be 
done electrically via an actuator 76 that is coupled to seat 14 
and internal Support structure 12 using controller 46 or other 
control means that communicate with spa 10. In one 
example embodiment, actuator 76 may be an electric motor. 
In another example embodiment, seatback 28 may be posi 
tioned manually. In still another exemplary embodiment, 
when armrest 32 moves forward or backward, support 34 
moves on a hinge 86 (FIGS. 9-12); which may also be a 
pivot point or Swivel. In other example embodiments, arm 
rest 32, seatback 28, and/or cushion 26 may move in a 
unitary fashion. In still other example embodiments, armrest 
32, seatback 28, and cushion 26 may move between any 
number of positions. 
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0040. When armrest 32, seatback 28, or cushion 26 move 
in a forward direction they move towards front end 16 and 
when they move in a backward direction they move towards 
rear end 17. Upper edge 58 is proximate to basin 15 and 
lower edge 59 positioned under a portion of basin 15, as can 
now be more clearly seen. This allows for someone to get 
close to the front of the spa with their feet fitting under basin 
15 at lower edge 59. 
0041 Referring to FIG. 7, seat 14, basin 15, and panels 
54, 56, and 57 are removable from internal support structure 
or Support structure 12 in one example embodiment of spa 
10. Seat 14 may be removed from internal support structure 
12 for many functional or stylistic reasons including replace 
ment with another seat, reconditioning, or changing of a seat 
cover 29. Referring to FIG. 6, seat 14 is removalby coupled 
to the internal Support structure 12. In one embodiment, seat 
14 is coupled to a seat track 25 which is coupled to the 
internal support structure 12. Basin 15 may be removed from 
internal Support structure 12 for various reasons including 
cleaning and replacement of another type of basin. Panels 
54, 56, and 57 may be removed for replacement such as to 
change colors or styles. Internal Support structure 12 Sup 
ports the full weight of each of seat 14, basin 15, and panels 
54, 56, and 57 and thus each may be removed or replaced as 
necessary and desired. 
0042 Although spa 10 is illustrated as including multiple 
features utilized in conjunction with one another, spa 10 may 
alternatively utilize less than all of the noted mechanisms or 
features. For example, in other exemplary embodiments, 
footrest 62 may be omitted. In still other embodiments, more 
or fewer than the illustrated number of support bars 34 may 
be used. 

0.043 Referring to FIGS. 10, 11A and 11B, a method for 
attaching the seatback 28 to the seat track plate 27 with a pair 
of seat tracks 25 to enable the seatback 28 to be laid flat on 
the seat cushion 26 for shipping and to allow easy installa 
tion and removal of the seat 14 by simply removing two pins 
for servicing. To assemble the seatback 28 from its shipping 
container a user simply rotates the seatback 28 from the flat 
position to an upright position, lowers the seatback 28 along 
the seat track 25 and engages the two pins to secure the 
seatback 28 in a use position. Other convenient means for 
facilitating the movement of the seatback 28 to the shipping 
position can be used without deviating from this procedure. 
0044 Although specific shapes of each element have 
been set forth in the drawings, each element may be of any 
other shape that facilitates the function to be performed by 
that element. For example, channel 50 is shown to have a 
curved arch shape, however, in other embodiments channel 
50 may be of a more triangular shape. 
0045 For purposes of this disclosure, the term “coupled 
means the joining of two components (electrical or mechani 
cal) directly or indirectly to one another. Such joining may 
be stationary in nature or movable in nature. Such joining 
may be achieved with the two components (electrical or 
mechanical) and any additional intermediate members being 
integrally defined as a single unitary body with one another 
or with the two components or the two components and any 
additional member being attached to one another. Such 
joining may be permanent in nature or alternatively may be 
removable or releasable in nature 

0046) The present disclosure has been described with 
reference to example embodiments, however workers 
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skilled in the art will recognize that changes may be made 
in form and detail without departing from the spirit and 
scope of the invention. For example, although different 
example embodiments may have been described as includ 
ing one or more features providing one or more benefits, it 
is contemplated that the described features may be inter 
changed with one another or alternatively be combined with 
one another in the described example embodiments or in 
other alternative embodiments. Because the technology of 
the present disclosure is relatively complex, not all changes 
in the technology are foreseeable. The present disclosure 
described with reference to the example is manifestly 
intended to be as broad as possible. For example, unless 
specifically otherwise noted a single particular element may 
also encompass a plurality of Such particular elements. 
0047. It is also important to note that the construction and 
arrangement of the elements of the system as shown in the 
preferred and other exemplary embodiments is illustrative 
only. Although only a certain number of embodiments have 
been described in detail in this disclosure, those skilled in 
the art who review this disclosure will readily appreciate that 
many modifications are possible (e.g., variations in sizes, 
dimensions, structures, shapes and proportions of the vari 
ous elements, values of parameters, mounting arrangements, 
use of materials, colors, orientations, etc.) without materially 
departing from the novel teachings and advantages of the 
Subject matter recited. For example, elements shown as 
integrally formed may be constructed of multiple parts or 
elements shown as multiple parts may be integrally formed, 
the operation of the assemblies may be reversed or otherwise 
varied, the length or width of the structures and/or members 
or connectors or other elements of the system maybe varied, 
the nature or number of adjustment or attachment positions 
provided between the elements may be varied. It should be 
noted that the elements and/or assemblies of the system may 
be constructed from any of a wide variety of materials that 
provide sufficient strength or durability. Accordingly, all 
such modifications are intended to be included within the 
scope of the present disclosure. Other substitutions, modi 
fications, changes and omissions may be made in the design, 
operating conditions and arrangement of the preferred and 
other exemplary embodiments without departing from the 
spirit of the present subject matter. 
What is claimed is: 

1. A spa apparatus comprising: 
an internal Support structure having a front end and a rear 

end; 
a basin coupled to the internal Support structure proximate 

the front end, with the basin including a fluid circula 
tion device; 

a seat removably coupled to the internal Support structure, 
intermediate the basin and the rear end of the internal 
Support structure; 

a shroud including at least a first and second panel 
removably coupled and Supported by the internal Sup 
port structure and configured to enclose a portion of the 
internal Support structure; and 

an armrest coupled to the internal Support structure on 
each side of the seat, with each armrest configured to 
move from a first position to a second position inde 
pendent of the position of the seat. 
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2. The spa apparatus of claim 1, wherein the movement of 
the armrest is one of forward and backward relative to the 
internal Support structure. 

3. The Spa apparatus of claim 1, including a compartment 
defined in the armrest. 

4. The spa apparatus of claim 3, wherein the compartment 
includes one of a fluid container holder, a fluid pan, and a 
work area. 

5. The spa apparatus of claim 3, including an insert 
disposed in the compartment. 

6. The spa apparatus of claim 1, wherein the shroud 
includes a third panel coupled to the first and second panels. 

7. The spa apparatus of claim 1, wherein the first and 
second panels each define an arched channel proximate a 
lower edge of each panel. 

8. The spa apparatus of claim 1, wherein the internal 
Support structure comprises a first arched member and a 
second arched member, with the arched members main 
tained in a spaced apart relationship by a plurality of 
cross-members, each arched member defining two legs, with 
each leg including an adjustable foot pad. 

9. The spa apparatus of claim 8, wherein each arched 
member is composed of a material selected from a group 
consisting of metal, plastic, and a combination of metal and 
plastic. 

10. The spa of claim 1, wherein the internal support 
structure is composed of metal. 

11. The spa of claim 10, wherein the basin is composed of 
a material other than metal. 

12. The spa of claim 1, wherein the basin is removable 
from the internal Support structure. 

13. An armrest structure for a spa, with the spa including 
a fluid retaining basin and a seat coupled to a Support 
structure, the armrest structure comprising: 

a base member defining a compartment; 

a cover coupled to the base member, and 
a Support member pivotally coupled at one end to the 

Support structure on one side of the seat and pivotally 
coupled at another end to the base member, wherein the 
base member and cover are maintained in a horizontal 
aspect relative to the Support structure as the Support 
member is moved about the pivots from a first position 
to a second position. 

14. The armrest of claim 13, wherein the movement of the 
armrest is one of forward and backward relative to the 
Support structure 

15. The armrest of claim 13, including a second support 
member pivotally coupled to the base member and the 
Support structure in a spaced apart and parallel relationship 
to the other support member. 

16. The armrest of claim 13, including an insert disposed 
in the compartment. 

17. The armrest of claim 16, wherein the insert is defines 
one of a fluid container holder, a fluid pan, and a work area. 

18. The armrest of claim 13, wherein the cover defines an 
elongated groove. 

19. The armrest of claim 13, wherein the cover is coupled 
to the base member with a hinge configured to permit the 
cover to rotate to a position in a plane parallel to a top edge 
of the base member. 
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20. The armrest of claim 13, including another armrest 
structure coupled to the Support structure on another side of 
the seat. 

21. A spa apparatus comprising: 
an internal Support structure having a front end and a rear 

end; 
a basin coupled to the internal Support structure proximate 

the front end, with the basin including a fluid circula 
tion device; 

a seat removably coupled to the internal Support structure, 
intermediate the basin and the rear end of the internal 
Support structure; 

a shroud including at least a first and second panel 
removably coupled and Supported by the internal Sup 
port structure and configured to enclose a portion of the 
internal Support structure; and 

an armrest structure comprising: 
a base member defining a compartment; 
a cover coupled to the base member, and 
a Support member pivotally coupled at one end to the 

Support structure on one side of the seat and pivotally 
coupled at another end to the base member, wherein the 
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base member and cover are maintained in a horizontal 
aspect relative to the Support structure as the Support 
member is moved about the pivots from a first position 
to a second position. 

22. The armrest of claim 21, wherein the movement of the 
armrest is one of forward and backward relative to the 
Support structure. 

23. The armrest of claim 21, including a second Support 
member pivotally coupled to the base member and the 
Support structure in a spaced apart and parallel relationship 
to the other support member. 

24. The armrest of claim 21, including an insert disposed 
in the compartment. 

25. The armrest of claim 24, wherein the insert is defines 
one of a fluid container holder, a fluid pan, and a work area. 

26. The armrest of claim 21, wherein the cover defines an 
elongated groove. 

27. The armrest of claim 21, wherein the cover is coupled 
to the base member with a hinge configured to permit the 
cover to rotate to a position in a plane parallel to a top edge 
of the base member. 

28. The armrest of claim 21, including another armrest 
structure coupled to the Support structure on another side of 
the seat. 


