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No. 737,489,

UNITED STATES

Patented August 25, 1908.

PaTENT OFFICE.

JOHN CHAPMAN MICHIE, OF DURHAM, NORTH CAROLINA.

METER-GLASS-CLEANING DEVICE.

SPECIFICATION iorming part of Letters Pateat No, 737,439, dated August 25,1903.
Applicatimé filed November 8, 1802, Serial No, 130,607, (No model,)

To all whom it may concermn: :
Beitknown thatI, JoEN CHAPMAN MICHIE;
a citizen of the United States, residing at Dur-
ham, in the county of Durham and State of
North Carolina, have invented a new and use-

ful Meter- Glass Cleaning Device, of which’

the following is a spemﬁcamon

This invention isa new, useful, and s1mpk
mechanical device for wiping and cleaning
off the moisture precipitated on the inside of
the glass covering the registering - gear of
water, gas, or electric meters, odometers, cy-
clometers, &e.

The object of the invention is to enable the
operator to clean the meter-glass on the in-
side that the figures may be clearly seen and
read, rendering it unnecessary to break the
glass or remove the cap which covers the
registering machinery.

Another object is to enable the manufac-
turer to make a perfectly air-tight cover for
the registering machinery which.will more
than double the life of the meter and prevent
corrosion and sticking of the parts or the ob-
literation of the ﬁom es on the dial and pre-
venting mistakesin 1ea,d1n0 and removing the
necessity of breaking the O'Iass or disturbing
the cap.

With these objects in view the 1nvent10n
consistsin the peculiar construction and novel

combination of the various parts hereinafter

described, and pointed out in the claims.

In the drawings forming part of this specifi-
cation, Figure 1 is a perspective view of a
meter-cap, showing the practical application
of my device. Fig. 2 is a front elevation.
Fig. 8 is a detail view, partly in seetion, show-
ing the brush in elevation. Fig. 4 is a per-
spective view of the brush and sleeve de-
tached. Tig. 5 is a modification, partly in
section. Fig.6isadetached view of the brush
shown in posmon in Fig. 5.

In carrying out my 111Ventlon I employ a
substantially U -shaped rod, preferably of
brass, having a comparatively long member
A and a short member A’. The member A is

surrounded by a cylindrical felt covering B.
C represents a meter-cap having the glass

C’ covering the unsual opening, the glass be-
ing perforated, preferably in a lower corner,
and a double-flanged soft-rubber washer D
fits snugly in said perforation, the flanges
pressing on the inner and outer surfaces of
the glass, respectively. The bow portion of
the U-shaped rod restsin this washerorsleeve,
and the felt B lies on the inner side of the
glass. The member A’ being upon the outer
side and being of a lesser diameter than the
felt cylinder is held by the outer flange from
contact with the glass.
as a lever by which the felt B can be moved
across the inner face of the glass.

In Fig. 51 have shown a perforated exte-
riorly-threaded boss E formed on one side of
the cap and having a perforated internally-
threaded cap-piece E'. A rod F, having a
milled head F',extends through the'cap-piece
and into the meter-cap C.. At its inner end
the rod is bent upward and carries a cylin-
dricalfelt brush* whichisof sufficientlength
to extend transversely across the numerals
shown in the meter. By sliding the rod back
and forth the inner face of the Uflass over the
numerals will be cleaned by the b.rush Both
the .long and short brushes are cylindrical
and may be secured to the rod by glue or
in any way desired; yet preferably they are
mounted loosely on the rod and adapted to ro-
tate when drawn across the glass, whereby the
entire felt surface is used.

By using my device it will not be necessary
to make the cap C with a removable front
plate in order to clean the inner surface of
the glass.

Having thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

1. The combination with a meter-eap hav-
ing a glass cover-plate, a rod within the cas-
inghaving one end extending without the cas-
ing, and a cylindrical brush revolubly carried
by the inner portion of said rod, said brush
being adapted to travel across the i inner face
of the glass.

. The combination with a mefer- cap, hav-
mg a perforated glass cover-plate, an elastic

The member A’ acts
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washer in said plate, a U-shaped rod extend-
ing through said washer, and a brush carried
by the inner end of the rod.

3. The combination with a meter-cap cas-
ing having numeral-disks and a glass cover-
plate, of a rod lying between said disks and
the plate, one end of said rod projecting with-

out the casing, said rod being adapted to be |.

moved through the space between the disks
and the glass, and a brush carried by said rod ro
and adapted to bear against the inner side of

the glass. -
. JOHON CHAPMAN MICHIE.
Witnesses:
WM. A. GUTHRIE,
‘WM. B. GUTHRIE.




