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This invention relates to a book support, and more
particularly to a book support having means thereon to
retain @ book in the desired open position while still
permitting a portion of the pages to be turned.

Numerous book supports have been proposed in the
past for the purpose of supporting a book or magazine
in a substantially upright position to permit the book
. to be read without the necessity for manually holding it.
This is a convenience to musicians or others who must
employ their hands at some other task while still being
able to read the book, for example, housewives fre-
quently desire to maintain a cookbook in open position
while preparing a particular recipe. One of the problems
associated with such prior art book supportis has been
that if means are provided on the support to hold the
pages open, then the book must be removed from the
support in order to turn to a new page. This is, of
course, inconvenient particularly in the case of a musician
who miust continue to play his instrument with a mini-
mum of interruption to turn pages. The present inven-
tion solves this problem by providing a book support
which will maintain the book in open position and stiil
permit the pages to be turned with relative ease.

It is an object of the invention to provide a book sup-
port for supporting a book in a substantially upright,
open position.

Another object of the invention is to provide a first
spring clamp structure on the book support for securely
clamping the pages of a book against inadvertent turn-
ing.

A further object of the invention is to provide a second
spring mechanism which is weaker than the above-men-
tioned first spring mechanism for temporarily holding
only those pages of a book which are to be turned dur-
ing use of the book.

A still further object of the invention is to provide
such a relatively weak spring having a cylindrical por-
tion in engagement with the pages thus permitting the
pages to be pressed against the spring mechanism with-
out danger of ripping or tearing the paper.

Another object of the invention is to provide a spring
mechanism on the side of the book to which pages are
turned for engagement with pages which have been
turned.

Other objects of this invention will appear in the fol-
lowing description and appended claims, reference being
had to the accompanying drawing forming a part of this
specification wherein like reference characters designate
corresponding parts in the several views.

In the drawing:

FIGURE 1 is a front elevational view in perspective of
one embodiment of the book support of the present in-
vention;

FIGURE 2 is a rear elevational view in perspective
of the book support of FIGURE 1;

FIGURE 3 is a bottom plan view of the book sup-
port;

FIGURE 4 is an enlarged view in perspective of the
relatively weak spring for retaining pages of a book which
are to be turned during use of a book; and

FIGURE 5 is a view in perspective of the book sup-
port with a book mounted thereon.

Before explaining the present invention in detail, it
is to be understood that the invention is not limited in
its application to the details of construction and arrange-
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ment of parts illustrated in the accompanying drawing,
since the invention is capable of other embodiments and
of being practiced or carried out in various ways. Also,
it is to be understood that the phraseology or terminology
employed herein is for the purpose of description and
not of limitation.

Referring to the drawing, it will be seen that the book
support 10 comprises a rectangular wire frame 12 which
is supported in an upright position by a triangular sup-
port member 14. The member 14 is secured to the frame
12 by means of a bracket 16 and nut and bolt structure
18.

A vertically adjustable support structure 2¢ is secured
to the center wires 22, 24 of the frame 12, The support
20 includes a back plate 26 and a bottom plate 28 ex-
tending therefrom at substantially right angles. Nut and
bolt structures 30, 32 extend through openings in the
back plate 26 and through openings in bracket members
34, 35 which frictionally engages the wires 22, 24. The
structure 29 may be moved up or down on the wires 23,
24 by loosening the nut and bolt structures 39, 32. The
structure 28 may thus be positioned at any desired level
to accommodate a particular book being supported.

A relatively strong spring structure 36 is provided on the
structure 20 to permit clamping of the pages of a book
against the back plate 26. The pages which are clamped
by the spring 36 are those which are not to be turned
during operation or use of the device. The spring struc-
ture comprises a pair of spring arms 38, 46 which are
connected together by portion 42. The portion 42 is
secured between the bracket parts 34, 35 thus holding
the spring structure 36 in the desired position. The anms
38, 40 extend laterally and are formed with an angle
so that they will tend to spring towards the back piate
26. The ends of the arms 38, 4§ are bent to form gen-
erally rectangular clamping feet 44, 46 which extend
through openings 48, 50 formed in the bottom plate 28.
Upwardly extending portions 52, 54, terminating in finger
engageable elements 56, 58 are provided to penmit manual
raising of the feet 44, 46 for the insertion of a portion
of a book thereunder as best illustrated in FIGURE 5.

A relatively weak flat spring element 6% is provided
ion the spring atm: 49 to bear against pages of a book which
are to be turned. The spring 60 is provided with a rela-
tively straight portion 62 having an opening 64 through
which the spring portion 54 extends. The spring 60 may
be soldered to the portion 54, the solder being applied
around the opening 64. The end 66 of portion 62 is
hooked to engage the anm 40, Extending from the por-
tion 62 is helically coiled portion 68. The helical coils
are configured to urge the outer end 7¢ of the spring
towards the foot 46. The coils are spaced apart far
enough so that the end 68 may be moved sideways or
circularly to permit disengagement of the spring from a
page when the page is turned thereagainst. The end 78
is provided with a cylindrically shaped finger 72. The
finger 72 is preferably fabricated from a relatively soft
plastic material.

A second clamping spring 74 is provided adjacent the
spring arm 38. The spring 74 is formed with a general
U-shape having a curved end 76 which is disposed ad-
jacent the plate 26. The opposite end 78 of the spring
74 is formed in a U-shape and is inserted into the recess
80 formed by the plate 26 and structural support bracket
82. The spring 74 is thus frictionally engaged in the
recess 80.

In operation of the device 10, a book 84 is set in open
position on the plate 28 with the back of the book rest-
ing against the frame 12, The pages of the book 84
which are not to be turned are clamped beneath the feet
44, 46 of the relatively strong spring 36. The pages
which are to be turned are positioned beneath the finger
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72 of the spring 60. The spring 60, being relatively
weak, is easily forced out of the way as a result of a
relatively small force exerted during turning of a page.
The turned page is then easily inserted beneath the end
76 of the spring 74 to be retained in place on the op-
posite side of the book. The cylindrical configuraticn of
the finger 72 always presents a curved surface to the
page being turned, thus preventing ripping or tearing of
the page. While the force of the spring 69 is slight
enough to permit turning of the book pages, it is strong
enough to hold the pages in place against the camber of
the page or a sudden draft of air.

Having thus described our invention, we claim:

1. A support for a book in which portions of the
book pages may be turned while other portions of the
pages are securely clamped comprising a support struc-
ture for receiving a book in open position; a first rela-
tively strong spring mechanism to securely clamp first
portions of the book pages of each side of the book to
the support structure; and a second relatively weak spring
mechanism to releasably clamp a second portion of the
book pages to one side of a book for subsequent turning;
said second spring mechanism being secured to said first
spring mechanism and comprising a flat spring element
havin g a spirally coiled portion with a free end bearing
towards the book support structure.
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2. A book support comprising a support structure for
a book; a first relatively strong spring to clamp a first
portion of the book pages to the support structure; said
first spring comprising a pair of spring arms attached
to the hook structure and having free ends normally
bearing towards the support structure; each of said free
ends adapted to clamp the pages on one side of a book;
a second relatively weak mechanism fo releasably clamp
a second portion of the book pages to one side of a
book for subsequent turning; said second portion of the
bock pages being turnable without tearing to disengage
said second spring mechanism; and a third spring mecha-
nism on the side of the book opposite from said second
spring mechanism; said third spring mechanism bearing
against the book and adapted to clampingly receive pages
which have been turned.
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