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This invention relates to shower bath curtains 
and has particular reference to such curtains 
that are ventilated in a manner to insure of the 
curtain hanging straight throughout the period 
when the shower is being used. 

It is a well known fact, that the conventional 
shower curtain will, when the shower is being 
used, tend to be drawn inward under the influ 
ence of the partial vacuum created by the flow 
of water from the shower, thus causing the cur 
tain to hug the body of the operator. 

It is therefore an object of the present inven 
tion to provide a shower curtain that is formed 
with a plurality of relief openings over the major 
area, for permitting a flow of air therethrough to 
counteract the vacuum created by the Water, 
thus resulting in the curtain hanging Straight 
and free from contact with the body of the user 
at all times. 
A further object of the invention resides in 

forming a shower curtain with a multiplicity of 
openings over its surface, with shields over the 
openings that permit the flow of air there 
through, yet are arranged to prevent the passage 
of Water from the shower to the Outside. 
Another object of the invention resides in pro 

widing a gutter along the lower edge of the cur 
tain that is calculated to fill with Water during 
the use of the shower to impart added Weight to 
the lower end of the curtain to further aid in 
maintaining the curtain in a straight hanging 
position, with relatively small drain openings in 
the bottom of the gutter whereby the water col 
lected therein will drain away, but at a slower 
rate than it takes to maintain the gutter full. 
Other novel features of the invention Will be 

readily apparent during the course of the follow 
ing description, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawings, wherein is shown the en 
bodiments of the invention and wherein like 
characters of reference denote like parts through- 0 
out. 

Referring to the drawings: 2 
Figure 1 is a fragmentary inner side elevation 

of a shower curtain constructed in accordance 
With the invention, 45 

Figure 2 is an enlarged fragmentary perspec 
tive view of one upper corner of the curtain, also 
from the inside, 

Figure 3 is a fragmentary vertical section 
taken on line 3-3 of Figure 2, 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary inner side elevation 
of one upper corner of a modified form of the in 
vention, 

Figure 5 is a vertical section taken on line 5-5 
of Figure 4 and, 
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Figure 6 is a fragmentary section taken on 
line 6-6 of Figure 1. 

Referring Specifically to the drawings, the nu 
neral 5 designates a shower curtain as a whole, 
or any desirable material and size, although a 
curtain, for purposes of this invention, is prefer 
ably formed of a water-proof material, such as 
plastic. The curtain is preferably, though not 
necessarily formed with a plurality of vertically 
arranged folds or pleats 6, extending for the 
height thereof. Each pleat 6, adjacent its upper 
end is provided with a grommet , for the recep 
tion of the conventional rings or hooks 8, slidable 
in the usual manner on a rod 9, supported from 
the shower bath Wall . The lower end of the 
curtain 5, see particularly Figures 1 and 6, is 
turned up to provide a gutter if, closed at its ends 
and provided With relatively small drain openings 
2 at Spaced points. 
The curtain 5, see Figures 1 to 3, is provided 

with vertical rows of generally rectangular open 
ings 3. Positioned over the openings and in 
clined inwardly from the inside of the curtain, 
are flaps or shields 4, formed of a material sim 
ilar to that of the curtain. The shields 4 are 
cemented along their upper edges to the curtain 
5, as at 5, paralleling the openings f3. The 
Shields 4 are of a size to completely overlie the 
openings 3 and, when the curtain is extended, 
tend to assume an angular position, as shown, 
for permitting an uninterrupted flow of air 
through the openings when the shower, not 
ShoWn, is operated. The shields 4 are flexible 
and permit the curtain to be shifted to folded 
position along the rod 9. The shields 4, while 
shown as being normally disposed at an angle 
when the curtain is extended, may also normally 
lie flat against the side of the curtain and be 
drawn in Wardly under the action of the shower 
to uncover the openings f3, much in the manner 
of a check valve. The overlying position of the 
shields 4, while permitting a free flow of air 
through the opening, will prevent the passage of 
Water through the openings to the outside of the 
ShoWer bath. The shields may be further con. 
nected with the curtain by attaching their free 
corners to the sides of the folds or pleats 6 to 
permanently position the shields in an angular 
lane. 

In the use of this form of the invention, the 
curtain having been extended as shown, the Oper 
ator starts the flow of water from the shower. 
Under normal use, with the old conventional 
shower curtain, the flow of water from the shower 
creates partial vacuum within the shower bath, 
due in part to a variation in temperature and 
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partly to the flow of air drawn downwardly by 
the Water. The resulting action under these 
Conditions, is that the curtain is drawn inwardly 
toward the stream of water, causing it to adhere 
to the body of the operator, making it extremely 
difficult to properly bathe. With the improved 
Curtain of this invention, when the Water is 
started, any tendency to draw the curtain in 
Wardly is relieved by the flow of air through 
the openings f3, thus maintaining the curtain 
in a Straight hanging position. The curtain is 
further supported against any tendency to be 
drawn in Wardly by the collection of water in the 
gutter f, thus adding additional weight at the 
lower end. The openings 2 of the gutter are 
sufficiently small as to insure that the gutter will 
remain full of Water throughout the operation 
of the shower, but will readily drain through 
the openings 2 when the flow of water is dis 
continued. 

In the form of the invention illustrated in Fig 
tures 4 and 5, the curtain 6 is provided with the 
folds or pleats , having the grommets 8 ad 
jacent their upper ends for the reception of the 
hanger hooks, as in Figure 1. In this form of 
the invention, openings 9 are formed over the 
major area of the curtain by molding or pressing 
the material outwardly to form shields 20, in 
tegral with the curtain around the upper portion 
of the openings and open at their lower portions 
to communicate with the openings 9, with the 
lower edges of the shields extended below the 
lower edges of the openings to thereby permit 
an uninterrupted flow. Of air through the Open 
ings, but serving to prevent the passage of Water 
in a reverse direction through the openings. The 
shields and openings have been shown as gen 
erally oval, but obviously, other shapes may be 
employed with equal Success. Since the shields 
are pressed from or molded into shape, they ob 
viously... are preferably integral with the Curtain 
6 and, being of the same material, Will readily 

permit the curtain to be shifted to folded posi 
tion. While the curtain of Figures 4 and 5 have 
been illustrated with the pleats or folds 7, it 
will be apparent that such pleats can be dis 
pensed with and the curtain formed as a single 
sheet with the openings and shields distributed 
over its area, in a predetermined number and de 
sign. :- The pleats 7 were merely illustrated in 
this form of the invention as: carrying forth the 
general forms of Figure 1 and Setting up a Sym 
metrical design that tends to cause a uniforn 
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4. 
folding of the curtain. The operation of this 
form of the invention is identical with that de 
Scribed in connection. With Figures 1 to 3. 

It Will be apparent from the foregoing that a 
very novel and highly desirable form of shower 
curtain has been provided. The ventilating of 
the curtain avoids the very objectionable flapping 
action of the curtain due to the reduction of air 
pressures on the shower side of the curtain and 
aSSures that the curtain Will maintain a straight 
hanging position under all temperature Condi 
tions and volume of water flow, permitting a free 
flow of air through the openings 3 and 9 with 
no possibility of water splashing through the 
openings to the outside area. The device may be 
formed of many types of materials, is strong, 
durable, cheap to manufacture and highly effi 
cient in use. 
• It is to be understood, that while two forms of 
the invention have been shown and described, 
that various changes in the shape, size, arrange 
ment of openings and shields and their manner 
of application may be resorted to without depart 
ing from the scope of the invention as determined 
by the appended claim. -- - - - - - 

Having described my invention, What I claim 
as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent is: 
A curtain for Shower baths formed of flexible 

material and provided with vertically arranged 
pleats throughout its height equidistantly Spaced, 
said curtain provided With Wertically arranged 
rows of equidistantly vertically Spaced rectangul 
lar openings between each pair of pleats, angu 
larly disposed flexible shields arranged over each 
opening with the upper edge of each shield ce 
mented to the curtain along a line parallel with 
the upper edge of the Openings, the Said shields 
from their point of attachment extending out 
wardly and downwardly to completely overlie the 
openings, the said shields being flexible with the 
curtain, the lower ends of the curtain folded upon 
itself to form a gutter With its ends closed, said 
gutter provided with a plurality of drain openings 
in its bottom. - 

w JEWEL. I. KIMMONS. 
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