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(57) Abstract: In a mask pattern used for multi-pass recording, (A) an allowable
recording ratio in individual pixel columns in a non-boundary region of a first pat-
tern section corresponding to a first nozzle block is set approximately to a first
value, and an allowable recording ratio in individual pixel columns in a non-
boundary region of a second pattern section corresponding to a second nozzle
block adjacent to the first nozzle block is set approximately to a second value.
Then, (B) in a boundary region that includes the boundary between the first pat-
tern section and the second pattern section, the allowable recording ratio in indi-
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AA  Allowable recording ratio
BB First block

GC  Second block

DD Third block

EE Fourth block

FF  First direction

GG 256 pixels

HH 126 pixels

I Second direction
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allowable recording ratio in individual pixel columns is set to a value between the
first value and the second value. As a result, the effect of reducing "transition
streaks" attributable to (B) can be achieved while the effect of reducing "variation
within bands" and "variation between bands" attributable to aforementioned (A) is
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