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To all whon it may concern. 
Be it known that I, GEORGETOPHAM, a citi 

Zen of the United States of America, residing 
at Washington, in the District of Columbia, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Purses, of which the following 
is a specification. 
The invention which is the subject of this 

specification is an improvement upon the 
form of purse shown in the patent of Cape 
hart, No. 399,376, granted by the United 
States Patent Office on the 12th day of March, 
1889. I retain the construction described in 
that patent of the opening and closing part 
of the purse without material change. As 
will be seen by reference to that patent, the 
part which folds down is folded directly 
upon the bottom. The four sides are con 
nected at the lower edges directly to the 
edges of the bottom, so that when the sides 
are folded down they lie directly upon the 
bottom. The result of this is that when any 
considerable amount of coin (for which the 
purse is principally designed) is placed within 
it and the sides folded down the center rests 
upon the coin and is held in a partially-raised 
position, so that it does not fully lock or in 
terlock and is not in the best position for se 
curity against accidental opening. 
The object of my invention is to obviate 

this difficulty; and the invention to this end 
consists in forming a pocket or cavity under 
neath the purse or in place of the bottom 
heretofore directly attached to or forming 
part of the sides and marked thereon by a 
single crease, and the said pocket in my im 
provement preferably extends laterally be 
yond the walls of the folded part, and, fur 
ther, it is preferably made with rounded cor 
mers, all these points being designed for ef 
fects hereinafter explained. 
In the accompanying drawings my inven 

tion is shown, in which 
Figure 1 is a vertical section of the purse 

open. Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the 
purse closed. Fig. 3 is a sectional view of 
the same. Fig. 4 is a vertical Section of a 
modification. Fig. 5 is a perspective view of 
the purse of Fig. 1 with the coin contained 
therein. 

In the drawings, the sides are represented, 
as at B, and they have creases C, each crease 

extending from a lower corner diagonally 
opposite the upper corner, all in the same di 
rection and all bending the leather inwardly 
at the bottom and outwardly at the top. The 
sides are preferably perfect squares, and the 
bottom edges of the sides where they connect 
With the bottom underneath are creased to 
bend in Wardly, as in the said patent. The 
diagonal creases are marked D, and when 
the sides are down each diagonal folded edge 
thereof lies diagonally across the bottom, and 
the parts being properly pressed in shape and 
lying in a flat position or quite down they in 
terlock, so as to hold the purse securely 
closed. 

In Fig. 1 I have shown one form of my in 
Vention. In this, A represents the bottom, 
and C, the gusset. This gusset may consist 
of a single strip of leather or other suitable 
material, which is attached at the upper and 
lower edges on the lines ac and gy, respect 
ively, to the edge of the bottom and the bot 
tom edges of the sides B. The strip which 
forms the gusset, as represented in this fig 
ure, projects outward beyond the walls of 
the purse, which close down. The gusset 
may be made of any desired width, but the 
proportions are preferably as shown. In this 
Construction the strip is carried around in 
such manner as to form round corners, as 
shown in Fig. 2, and this is more convenient 
for carrying in the pocket. It will be ob 
served in this form that there is a space left 
between the bottom and the interior face of 
the sides when they are folded down equal 
in width to the width of the strip which forms 
the gusset, and this space is fitted to contain 
the coin or other articles without pressing up 
the folds or disarranging the lock thereof. 

It is not essential that the gusset be formed 
by a separate strip. The bottom may be cut 
larger and the edges thereof turned up to 
form the gusset with substantially the same 
effect. 

Heretofore I have referred to the figures in 
which the gusset is made to project out 
Wardly. There is an advantage in this, as it 
permits the rounded corners, and, further, it 
allows the edges of the coins to project un 
der and beyond the edges of the folded-down 
and interlocked parts and aids to hold the 
coins in place; but where the edges of the 
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bottom are turned up or even where a strip is 
made to form the gusset, if it be desired, the 
fold may be made inward and the gusset for 
the form and appearance, as shown at a', 
Fig. 4. 
While ordinarily the purse is made of 

leather, as above described, it is not neces 
sarily limited to that material. 

I claim as my invention 
1. In combination with the sides having 

the diagonal creases and adapted to fold 
down and interlock in the manner described, 
a bottom and an interposed gusset forming a 
pouch or receptacle, all substantially as de 
scribed. 

2. In combination with the sides having 
the diagonal creases and adapted to fold 
down and interlock in the manner described, 
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a bottom and an interposed gusset forming 
a pouch or receptacle, the said gusset ex 
tending beyond the sides of the purse, sub 
stantially as described. 

3. In combination with the sides having 
the diagonal creases and adapted to fold 
down and interlock in the manner, described, 
a bottom and an interposed gusset forming a 
pouch or receptacle, the said gusset extend 
ing beyond the sides of the purse and hav 
ing rounded corners, substantially as de 
scribed. 
In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature in 

presence of two witnesses. 
GEORGE TOPIAM. 

Witnesses: 
IIENRY E. CooPER, 
F. L. MIDDLETON. 

  

  


