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2. D As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment of
any additional fee.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: i-5

Remark on Protest [ ] The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest.‘

I:‘ No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCT/ISA/210 (continuation of first sheet (2)) (January 2004)



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT International application No.
PCT/JP2004/007811

Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet(2)

Claims 1-25 relate to a curing resin composition containing a curing
resin which is photo-curing and/or heat-curing and a polymerization
initiator as defined in claim 1, and thus they are considered to satisfy

" the requirement of unity of invention. <Group 1> ‘

Meanwhile, claim26relates toaresincompositioncontainingparticles
having a specific particle diameter <Group 2>; claim 27 relates to a
method for producing a resin composition having a filtering step <Group
3>; and claim 34 relates to a liquid crystal display device itself <Group
a>. ’

These Groups 2-4 are not considered to be linked with one another,
nor has any relationship with Group 1. Consequently, this international
application is considered to contain four inventions.

The following claims will be further examined in detail.

Claims 1-5 <Group 1A>
Claims 6-15 <Group 1B>
Claims 16-18 <Group 1C>
Claims 19-22 <Group 1D>
Claim 23 <Group 1lE>
Claims 24-25 <Group 1FE>

The technical feature common to claims 1-25 is a curing resin
composition containing a curing resin which is photo-curing and/or
heat- curlngandeapolymerlzatlon1n1t1ator which composition is defined
in claim 1.

The international search, however, has revealed that such a resin
composition using a (meth)acrylate-modified epoxy resin obtained by
reacting a crystalline epoxy resin with a (meth)acrylate as defined in
the present invention is not novel since it is disclosed in document
JP 2003-119249 A (Mitsui Chemicals, Inc.) 23 April, 2003 (23.04.03),
the full text. ’

Consequently, the common technical feature is not a special technical
feature within the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence, since the
compositions of claim 1 and claims 2-5 referring to claim 1 make no
contribution over the prior art.

There is therefore no technical feature common to all the claims.
Since there is no other common feature which can be considered as a special
technical feature within the meaning of PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence,
no technical relationship within the meaning of PCT Rule 13 between the
different inventions can be seen.

Consequently, it appears that the-above Groups 1A-1F do not satisfy
the requirement of unity of invention.
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