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This invention relates to grave markers and
has for its object to provide a comparatively
simple and inexpensive device of this character
for identifying the graves of departed ones in-
terred in a cemetery or other private or public
burial ground.

A further object of the invention is to provide
a grave marker having means for displaying
thereon the name, age, dates of birth and death
of the .deceased, together with suitable indicia
descriptive. of his or her life’s history, so as to
form a permanent visible record or memorial for
relatives and friends visiting the cemetery.

A further object is to provide a grave marker
including a substantially pyramidal shaped sup-
port adapted to receive’a correspondingly shaped
record bearing cover or jacket, the latter being
housed within a hermetically sealed transparent
protecting case so as to render the record visible
at all times and protect the same from the dele-
terious action of the elements.

A further object is to provide means disposed
at the apex of the support for cushioning the
transparent protective casing and means dis-
posed within the support for receiving and pre-
serving mementos and other articles belonging to
the deceased.

A still Turther object of the invention is gen-
erally to improve this class of devices so as to in-
crease their utility, durability and efficiency.

In the accompanying drawing forming a part
of this specification and in which similar nu-
merals of reference indicate corresponding parts
in all the figures of the drawing:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a grave pro-
vided with an identifying device or marker con-
structed in accordance with the present inven-
tion.

Figure 2 is a perspective view showing the dif-
ferent elements constituting the marker sepa-
rated and in position to be assembled.

Figure 3 is a vertical sectional view of the grave
marker after the parts thereof have been assem-
bled.

The improved grave marker forming the sub-
ject matter of the present invention comprises a
base 8 preferably rectangular in -shape and
formed of cement, terra cotta, or other suitable
material, said ‘base being provided with a flat
lower surface adapted to rest on the ground at
the head or foot of a grave, as best shown in
Figure 1 of the drawing. .

Formed in the upper surface of the base 5 is a
rectangular seating recess 6, the outer wall of
which is cut away or rabbeted at T to form an
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auxiliary seating recess indicated at 8. Extend-
ing vertically from the base is a hollow upright or
support 9 preferably pyramidal in shape and also
preferably formed of suitable vitreous material,
the lower edge of the support T being fitted with- 5
in the seating recess 6 and firmly secured to the
base by means of cement or other adhesive mate-
rial 10, ’

Fitted over the support 9 is an inner cover or
jacket 1! preferably formed of paper, cardboard 10
or the like, and having printed or otherwise im-
pressed on one or more faces thereof, suitable
indicia descriptive of the name, age, dates of
birth and death of the deceased, and a short
synopsis of his or her life’s history so as to con- 15
stitute a permanent visible record or memorial
for relatives or friends when visiting the cemetery.
Fitted over the inner cover or jacket I{ is an outer
cover or casing 12 formed of glass or other trans-
parent or translucent material and which serves 20
to house and protect the inner cover, together
with the indicia thereon. The outer cover is also
pyramidal in shape so as to entirely cover the
support and inner cover, and the lower edge of said
outer cover fits within the rabbet 8 and is her- 25
metically sealed at 13, so as to prevent the en-
trance of moisture or water. Disposed at the apex
of the support § is a yieldable pad 14 formed of
rubber, felt or the like, and on which the inner
cover or jacket i1 rests, the lower edge of the pad 30
{4 being dovetailed in the support, as indicated at
15. If desired, the pad (4 may be omitted and
the inner cover allowed to rest directly on the
apex of the support.

As the support is hollow, an inner chamber or 35
compartment 16 is provided which may be used to
good advantage, if desired, for receiving and
preserving mementos and other articles belong-
ing to the deceased.

The fransparent outer cover or casing 12 fits
snugly over the pyramidal support 9 and bears
against and holds the inner cover smooth and taut
at all times so that the indicia thereon will be
readily visible and legible through the outer cover
to friends and relatives visiting the cemetery and
thus enable them to quickly identify the grave
of any particular loved one.

The device is exceedingly simple in construction
and may be manufactured and sold at a minimum g
cost. It will, of course, be understood that the
grave markers may be made in different sizes and
shapes and constructed of any suitable material
without departing from the spirit of the inven~
tion. , 55
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Having thus described the invention, what I
claim is:

1. A grave marker including a substantially
pyramidal - shaped support, a correspondingly
shaped inner indicia-bearing cover telescoping the
support, and a transparent outer cover housing
the inner cover and through which the indicia
is visible.

2. A grave marker including a base, & substan-
tially pyramidal shaped support resting on the
base, a correspondingly shaped inner indicia~
bearing cover telescoping the support, a trans-
parent outer cover housing the inner cover and
through which the indicia is visible, and a yield~
able pad disposed at the apex of the support and
on which the inner cover rests.

3. A grave marker including a base having a
seating recess formed therein and provided with
a rabbet communicating with said recess, a. sup-
port fitted in the seating recess, an inner indicia-
Be member bearing against the support, and
sparent cover fitting over the support and
ring against the indicia bearing member and
ing its lower edge resting within the rabbet.
A grave marker including a base having a

: ing recess formed in the upper face thereof
and provided with a rabbeted edge communicat-
ing said recess, a support having its lower edge

Titt within the seating recess, said supbort be-
ing hollow to form an interior chamber, an inner
fiidicia-bearing cover fitting snugly over the sup-

port, and an outer transparent cover telescoping
the ‘inner cover and through which the indicia
thgradh is visible, the lower: edge of the outer
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cover being seated in the rabbet and hermetically
sealed.

5. A grave marker including a flat base having
an angwlar seating recess in the upper surface
thereof, a tapered support having its lower edge
resting in said recess and its apex provided with
a transverse seating recess, a yieldable pad resting
on the apex of the support and having a portion
fitting in the seating recess, an. inner indicia~
bearing cover entirely surrounding the support
and bearing against the upper surface of the pad,
and an outer transparent cover fitting over the
inner cover and through which the indicia is
visible, the lower edge of the outer cover being
hermetically sealed to the base.

6. A grave marker including a base having a
flat lower.surface and provided in its upper sur-
face with an angular seating recess the outer wall
of whichisrabbeted and spaced inwardly from the
marginal edge of the base to form a circumfer-
ential flange, a hollow substantially pyramidal
shaped support having its lower edge fitted in the
recess, a pyramidal shaped inner indicia-bearing
cover teléscoping and snugly fitting the suppors,
and an outer iransparent cover fitting over the
inner cover and pressing the inner cover against
the support 0 as to render the indicia on the
inner cover visible through the outer cover, the
lower edge of the outer cover being seated jn the
rabbet in spaced relation to the marginal edge of
the flange of the base and hermetically sealed to
the base. . o ) ]
HANNA T. DEBS. [1.s.]
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