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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that we, WILLIAM L. WALKER 

and BENJAMIN G. DEVOE, of Kenton, in the 
county of Hardin and State of Ohio, have 
invented certain Improvements in Clamps, of 
which the following is a specification: 
Our invention relates to improvements in a 

clamping device for attaching the cross-rails of 
fences to the uprights or posts or joining sec 
tions of cross-rails together. 

In the accompanying sheet of drawings, 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of our in 
proved clamp, particularly adapted for clamp 
ing or joining together the posts and cross 
rails of fences. Figs. 2 and 3 are top and un 
der side views of the lower portion of the 
clamp, and Figs. 4 and 5 are similar views of 
the upper portion of the same. 
A is the lower portion, formed T-shaped, 

and is provided with a shank, a, having a 
longitudinal slot, a, formed therein for the 
insertion of the post. The horizontal part a 
of the lower portion A is provided on its up 
per face with projecting studs a, which fit 
into holes formed for their reception in the 
rail C. B is the upper portion, having a hori. 
Zontal plate, b, and a vertical plate, b. The 
vertical plate b of the upper portion B has 
an oblong aperture, b, formed therein, the 
upper cornel's of which are rounded so as to 
fit well and neatly over the shank a of the 
lower portion A. This aperture, of course, 
may be of any convenient form, according to 
the purposes for which the clamping device 
may be adopted. All around the aperture b” 
a flange, b, is formed, having recesses b b. 
formed therein for the reception of the post 
When inserted into the shanka, so as to pre 
vent any lateral movement of the post. On 
the inner face of the vertical plate b' of the 
upper portion B, and at the angle of junction 
of said plate b with the plate b, a groove, b, 
is formed for the reception of the rear edge 
of the cross-rail C, as shown by Fig. 1. 

The adaptation of the clamp to a fence, as 
here represented, is as follows: The upper 
portion B is slipped over the shank of the 
lower portion A, the post or upright is then 
inserted into the slot all of the shaluka, when 
the upper portion B is slipped back suffi 
ciently to allow of the studs a being inserted 
in the holes formed for their reception in the 
cross-rail C, and When so inserted the cross 
rail C will rest on the lower portion A. The 
upper part B is then slipped over the rail, the . 
front face of the post pushed into the groove 
or recess b in the flange b°, and a key or 
wedge inserted in the space between the post 
and the rear face of the slot a, when the post 
and cross-rail may be securely clamped to 
gether and the cross-rail held on said post at 
any desired height, obviating thereby the use 
of bolts and similar fastenings. 
The device is simple in construction and 

easy of adaptation, and may be made of 
Wrought or cast iron and of any ornamental 
configuration, and when used for clamping 
together heavy pieces, such as are used in 
building the upper and lower portions, may be 
provided with suitable strengthening-ribs. 

Having described our invention, what we 
claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent, 
lS 
A clamping device, formed of two parts, A 

B, the lower part A having a shank a pro 
vided with a slot a, and studs a, in combina 
tion with the upper part B, having aperture 
b', flange b", recesses b, and the groove b, 
substantially as and for the purposes speci 
fied. 

In witness that we claim the foregoing we 
have hereunto set our hands this 1st day of 
September, 1874. 

WILLIAM L. WALKER, 
BENJAMIN G. DEWOE, 

Witnesses: 
M. M. STIMMEL, 
F. MULOY. 

  


