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-The present invention relates to a key holding
ring.

It is an object of the present invention to pro-
vide a key holding ring which can be 1nexpen-
sively produced.

It is another object of the present invention
to provide a key holding ring allowing the keys
to slide freely along the ring.

It is a further object of the present invention
to provide a key holding ring which does not
tend to open under the pull of an attached chain.

A key holding ring according to the present
invention comprises in combination, a hent wire
having substantially circular shape and paraliel
end portions, each end portion including, spaced
a short distance from its end, a eylindrical por-
tion of reduced diameter bounded by two an-
nular guiding face portions extending normal
thereto, and a bridge member having one end
formed with a hole and being pivotally mounted
therewith on the cylindrical portion of one of
said end portions, and being of such thickness as
to be guided by the annular guiding face por-
tions when rotated so as to be adapted for move-
ment only in a plane perpendicular to the plane
defined by the bent wire, the bridge member hav-
ing the other end shaped as a hook adapted to
engage the cylindrical portion of the other end
portion of the bent wire.

The novel features which are considered as
characteristic for the invention are set forth in
particular in the appended claims. The inven-
tion itself, however, both as to its construction
and its method of operation, together with addi-
tional objects and advantages thereof, will be best
understood from the following description of spe-
cific embodiments when read in connection with
the accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is g side elevation partly in section of
a key holding ring according to the invention;

Figure 2 is a plan view of a key holding ring
shown in Figure 1; and

Figure 3 is a perspective view of another em-
bodiment of a part of the key holding ring shown
in Figures 1 and 2.

Referring now to the drawings, and first to Fig-
ures 1 and 2, the key holding ring comprises a
bent wire | having substantially circular shape
and parallel, preferably outwardly bent end por-
tions i’ and 1’’. Each of the end portions I’ and
1’ includes respectively a cylindrical portion 19,
12, of reduced diameter spaced a short distance
from its end and bound by two annular guiding
face portions such as 1! extending normal there-
to, Furthermore, the key holding ring comprises
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a bridge member 2 having one end thereof formed
with a hole 5 shown in Figure 3 and being piv-
otally mounted therewith on the eylindrical por-
tion I8 of the end portion {’. The bridge mem-
ber 2 is of such thickness as to be guided by
the annular guiding face portions such as f{
when rotated so as to be adapted for movement
only in a plane perpendicular to the plane de-
fined by the bent wire {. This plane is normal
to the plane of the paper in Figure 1 and par-
allel thereto in Figure 2. 'The other end § of the
bridge member 2 is shaped as a hook 6§’ adapted
to engage the cylindrical portion 12 of the other
end portion {’’ of the bent wire 1.

Preferably the mid portion of the bridge mem-
ber 2 is provided with a loop means 4 shown in
Figure 3 or with oppositely curved portions 2’ and
2"’ a5 shown in Figures 1 and 2. - The loop 4 and
the oppositely curved portions 2” and 2*’ extend-
ing in longitudinal direction and forming an eye-
let are adapted for connection with holding means
(not shown) such as a chain.

It will be understood that each of the ele-
ments described above, or two or more together,
may also find a useful application in other types
of key holding rings differing from the types de-
seribed above,

While the invention has been illustrated and
described as embodied in a key holding ring com-
prising a bent wing and a bridge member, it is
not intended to be limited to the details shown,
since various modifications and structural
changes may be made without departing in any
way from the spirit of the present invention.

Without further analysis, the foregoing will so
fully reveal the gist of the present invention that
others can by applying current knowledge readily
adapt it for various applications without omitting
features that, from the standpoint of prior art,
fairly constitute essential characteristics of the
generic or specific aspects of this invention and,
therefore, such adaptations should and are in-
tended tc be comprehended within the meaning
and range of equivalence of the following claims.

What is claimed as new and desired to be se-
cured by Letters Patent is:

1. A key holding ring, comprising in combina-
tion, a bent wire having substantially circular
shape and parallel end portions, each end portion
including, spaced a short distance from its end, a
cylindrical portion of reduced diameter bounded
by two annular guiding face portions extending
normal thereto; and a bridge member having one
end formed with a hole and heing pivotally
mounted therewith on the cylindrical portion of
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one of said end portions, and being of such thick-
ness as to be guided by said annular guiding face
portions when rotated so as to be adapted for
movement only in a plane perpendicular to the
plane defined by said bent wire, said bridge mem-
ber having the other end shaped as a hook
adapted to engage the cylindrical portion of the
other end portion of said bent wire.

2. A key-holding ring, comprising in combina-
tion, a bent wire having substantially circular
shape and outwardly bent parallel end portions,
each end portion including, spaced a short dis-
tance from its end, a cylindrical portion of re-
duced diameter bounded by two annular guiding
face portions extending normal thereto; and a:
bridge member having one end formed with a
hole and being pivotally mounted therewith on:
the cylindrical portion of one of said end por-
tions, and being of such thickness as to be guided:
by said annular guiding face portions when ro-

tated: so as. to.be adapted.for movement only in:

a plane perpendicular:to the plane defined. by said
bent. wire; said bridge member: having: the other

end: shaped as a. hook_adapted. to: engage the:

cylindrical portion of the: other end portion of
said bent. wire.
3. A key holding ring, comprising in-combina-

tion; a: kent: wire having substantially circular
shape and parallel end portions; each end portion.
including, spaced.a short distance from ifs:end; a:

eylindrical portion: of reduced diameter bounded
by two. annular: guiding face. portions: extending

normsal thereto; a:bridge member having one end:
formed with a hole and being: pivotally: mounted:

therewith on the cylindrical portion of one of
said end portions; and being: of such thickness as

to be guided by said: annular-guiding face por-

tions: when: rotated.so as to-be adapted for move-

ment only in a plane:perpendicular to the plane:
defined: by said: bent: wire, said bridge member- 4

having the other- end shaped as a hook adapted
to engage the cylindrical portion of the ather end
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portion of said bent wire; and loop means ar-
ranged in the mid-portion of said bridge member
and adapted for connection with holding means.
4. A key holding ring, comprising in combina~
tion, a bent wire having substantially circular
shape and parallel end portions, each end portion
ineluding, spaced a short distance from its end, a
cylindrical portion of reduced diameter bounded
by two annular guiding; face: portions: extending
normal thereto; a bridge member having one end
formed with a hole and being pivotally mounted
therewith on the cylindrical portion of one of
said end porticns, and being of such thickness as
to be guided by said annular guiding face por-
tions when rotated so as to be adapted for move-
ment. only in a.plane perpendicular to the plane
defined by said bent wire, said bridge member
having the other end shaped as a hook adapted
to engage-the cylindrical portion of the other end
portion of said bent wire; and oppositely curved
portions: of the mid-portion of said bridge mem-
ber extending in longitudinal direction forming:
an eyelet.for connection with holding means.-
ATLDO COTTI..
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