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(TED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
IRA. H. WILSON, OF FREDONIA, KANSAS. 

ADJUSTABLE suPPORT OR REST. 

1,266,367. 
Application filed May 8, 1915. 

To all whom, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, IRA. H. WILSON, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Fredonia, in the county of Wilson and State 
of Kansas, have invented certain new and useful Improvements in Adjustable Sup 
ports or Rests, of which the following is a 
specification. 
This invention relates to means for Sup 

porting the limbs of a corpse while upon a 
cooling board or an arm of a corpse while 
the embalming fluid is being injected. As 
well known it is customary to tie or fasten 
the arms of a dead body together while upon. 
the cooling board in the position which it is 
desired they shall occupy when the body is 
in the casket, and it is also necessary to 
fasten the lower limbs at the ankles for the 
Sane eaSO. 
In embalming the fluid is usually injected 

in the under or lower side of the upper por 
tion of the arm and where an operator un 
aided performs the embalming operation, it 
is necessary for him to stretch and hold the 
arm into which the injection is being made, 
and as it must be held for a considerable 
length of time it is a very fatiguing opera 
tion. 
My object is to produce supports or rests 

which can be adjusted to hold the limbs in 
the natural positions which it is desired they 
shall occupy in the casket. 
Another object is to produce a rest or 

support which can be employed to hold an 
arm of a body in a position which will en 
able the operator to devote both of his hands 
to the embalming operation, whereby to fa 
cilitate the same. 

Referring now to the drawing which rep 
resents a perspective view of the Support or 
rest embodying my invention, 1 is a U-shaped 
bracket arranged horizontally so that its up 
per arm 2 shall constitute a jaw and its 
lower arm 3 a support for the clamping 
screw 4 which constitutes an adjustable jaw 
to coöperate with jaw 2 in clamping the 
bracket firmly upon a cooling board at one 
edge thereof. 
The bracket is provided at its upper end 

with an upstanding ear 5 which is serrated 
at one side edge at 6 to constitute what is 
usually termed a rosette, and engaging said 
rosette is a similar rosette 7 formed at the 
lower end of a rotatable adjustable arn 8, 
a screw 9 extending axially through Said ear 
5 and through the lower end of the arm 8, 
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axially of the rosette portion thereof, which 
Screw is engaged by a wing nut 10 for clamp 
ing said arm in the desired adjustment with 
respect to the bracket. 
The opposite end of the arm 8 is rounded 

and formed with a rosette 11 at one side for 
engagement with a rosette 12 formed at one 
end of an arm. 13, and extending axially 
through the said rosettes 11 and 12 is a screw 
14 engaged by the clamping wing nut 15 
whereby said arms are secured reliably in the 
desired angular relation. 

16 is a concave or approximately U-shaped 
rest or Support carried by the arm 13, and 
in the preferred construction it will be piv 
otally and slidably carried by said arm. 
Preferably the support or rest will be formed 
with a depending rib 17 provided with a 
curved slot 18 through which extends a 
screw 19 carried by the upper end of arm. 
13, which fits flatly against the rib 17, and 
the screw at the opposite side of the rib 
from the arm 13 is engaged by the clamp 
ing nut 20 whereby to clamp the rest or sup 
port in rigid relation to the arm 13. By 
loosening said nut the rest or support can 
be slidingly adjusted on the screw so as to 
tilt it in one direction or the other, so that 
should there be any tendency of the Sup 
ported arm to move upwardly and rear 
Wardly it can be guarded against by rota 
tably or tiltably adjusting the rest so that 
the end thereof over which the arm has a 
tendency to move may be caused to partly 
overlie the arm and thus effectually prevent 
any possibility of the supported arm moving 
out of position by slipping off the support. 
This tiltable or rotatable adjustment is 

particularly desirable for use in embalming 
operations as at such time the arm must be 
held in an unnatural position and in such 
position is under more or less tension. . 

It will thus be secn that with a device of 
the character described, an arm of a body 
can be held in a position most convenient for 
the operator and thus enable him to devote 
his entire attention to the process of em 
balming. 
Where it is desired to hold the limbs of a 

body upon a cooling board until rigor mortis 
sets in, four of these devices will be mounted 
on the cooling board, one for each limb. 

It will be apparent that a construction of 
the type described and shown provides for 
bodily adjustment verticaily and laterally, 
of the rest or Support, in addition to the in 
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dependent titable and rotatable adjustments 
of the atter, and that the ength of the body 
can be accommodated by setting the camp 
ing brackets at the desired points on the 'cooling board. 
From the above description it will be ap 

parent that I have produced a rest or sup 
port possessing the features of advantage 
enumerated as desirable and I wish it to be 
understood that while I have illustrated and 
described the preferred embodiment of the 
same, reserve the right to make all changes 
failing within the spirit and scope of the 
appended claim. 

claim: 
In a device of the character described, a 

clamping bracket for engagement with a 
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cooling board, an arm pivotally adjustable 
on said bracket, an arm pivotally adjustabie 
on the free end of the first-named arm, and a 
one-piece t-shaped rest provided with a ver 
tically-depending rib fitting sidewise against 
the last-named arm, and provided with a 
slot substantially paraileling the curvature 
of the rest, a bolt extending through said 
slot and the said arm abutting said rib, and 
a clamping nut engaging said bolt. . 
In testimony whereof affix my signature 

in the presence of two witnesses. 
IRA. H. WHILSON. 

Witnesses: 
T C BABB, 
GEO. D. W.I.EY. 
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