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UNITED STATES
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RUDOLPH ZAKRZEWSKI, OF THORPE, WEST VIRGINIA.

NEWSPAPER HOLDER.

‘Application filed October 27, 1921. Serial No. 510,737.

To. all whom it may concern:

" Be it known that I, Runorpu ZAKRZEWSKET,
a citizen of the United States of America,
residing at Thorpe, in the county of
McDowell and State of West Virginia, have
invented certain new and useful Tmprove-
ments in Newspaper Holders, of swhich the
following is a specification. \

This invention relates to certain new and
useful improvements in newspaper holders
for. holding the pages of a newspaper in
substantially flat open condition. _

The primary object of the invention is to
provide a portable device capable of being
supported by a persen in substantially the
same way that a newspaper is usually held
when being read whereby the newspaper is
prevented from being blown out of position
or allowed to become instantly wrinkled in
any way so. that satisfactory reading of the
newspaper may be had. ,

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a newspaper holder of the above kind
which may be compactly folded so as to re-
quire very little space when not in use there-
by making it practical for a person to carry
the same with him from:place to place. .

A still further object.of the invention is
to provide a newspaper holder of generally
improved structure - which is_simple "and
durable in construction as well as eflicient
in operation. _ : -

With the above general objects In view
and others that will appear as the nature of
the invention is better understood, the same
consists of the novel form, combination and
arrangernent of parts heveinafter more fully
described, shown in the accompanying draw-
ing and claimed. ‘ ‘

In the drawing, wherein like reference
chavacters designate corresponding parts
throughout the several views,

“Figure 1 is a front elevational view of a
newspaper holder constructed in accordance
with the present invention; '

-Figure 2 is a view of the device shown in
Tig. 1 partly in elevation and partly in ver-
tical section looking toward the left of
Fig, 1.~ :

Figﬁre 3 ig a view-of the vdérvi'ce' sho{vn
in Fig. 1 in front elevation with.the device
partly folded,

 Figure 4 is 3 horizontal sectional view

taken substantially upon line IV-—IV of
Fig. 1, -

Figure 5 is an enlarged fragmentary sec-
tional view taken upon line V—V of Fig. 1,

Figure 6 is an enlarged fragmentary sec-
tional view taken upon line VI—VT of Fig.
1, and ‘

Iigure 7 is an enlarged transverse sec-
tional view taken upon line VII—VII of
Fig. 8.

Referring more in detail to the several
views, the present invention embodies a rec-
tangular open frame composed of a main
stail 5 and an auxiliary staff 6 connected in
spaced parallel relation by upper and lower
foldable pairs of pivotally connected links 7
and 8 respectively, the main staff 5 being of

stouter material and longer than the aux-

iliary staff 6 so as to provide a lower handle
portion 9 by means of which the device may
be held if desired. The links 7 and 8 are so
pivotally connected and attached to the
stafls as to permit folding of the staffs upon
éach other as shown in Fig. 3, while the
stafls preferably consist of pivotally con-
nected seéctions which may fold backwardly
upon each other after the same have been
collapsed as shown in TFig. 3. the pivotal
connections of the sections of the staffs b
and 6 being respectively indicated at 10 and
11. The holder or frame, when in its ex-

panded- condition as shown in Fig. 1 is

slightly smaller in dimensions than one page
of a' mewspaper, two pages of which are

shown in Tig. 4 respectively at 12 and 13

which are usually connected along a vertical
line lying coincident ‘with a longitudinal
groove 14 provided in the tront of the main

staff 5, and the staffs 5 and 6 are respect-.

ively provided with means for holding the
newspaper in arrangement therewith. This
means, with respect to the main staff 5 pref-

_erably consists in -a pair of hingedly con-

nected clamping bars 15 and 16, the clamp-
ing bar 16 being substantially equal in
length to the length of the upper section of
the staff 5 so that the pivotal connection 17
between the sections 15 and 16 occurs or is
seated in the same horizontal plane as the
pivotal connection 10 between the sections
of the staff 5, the upper clamping bar 16
being pivoted at its upper end in the groove
14 and being of U-shape in cross section so

55

60

65

70

75

80

85

90

95

100

108




10

15

20

25

30

35

40

55

GO

=

1,43

as to receive the lower clamping bar 16 when
the latter is folded upwardly as shown in
Fig. 7. It will be seen that the clamping
bars 15 and 16 when disposed inn open po-
sition within the groove 14, will engage the
newspaper at the fold line betweéi  the
pages thereol so ag to-éffectively lLiold the
newspaper in position, and in order to pre-
vent accidental outward swinging of the
lower clamping bar 15, a collai- 18 is pro-
vided upon the handle 9. This collar 1§ is
mounted for limited rotary movement upon
the handle 9 by means of & pin and slot con-
nection 19 and in such, position as to ovérlie
the lower end of the clamping har 15, while
a notch 20 is provided in the collar or sleeve
18 so that when the latter is partially ro-
tated, said notch 20 will be coincident with
the groove 14 for permitting outward swing-
ing of the clamping rod should it be de-
sired to release the newspaper. One or
more spring clasps 21 may be provided upon
the staff 6 to engage the outer edges of the
newspaper page so as to prevent accidental
folding of said paper, when the newspaper
is clamped to the staff 5, ih some cases one
clasp 21 being sufficient at the upper end: of
the staff 6 as sliown above another such
clasp may be placed at the lower end of the
stafl 6 if found desirable. Disposéd within
the lower end of the groove 14 is a resilient
strip or spring 22 arranged to be engaged
by the clamping bar 15 when the latter is
engaged behind the collar 18 so as to leave
no play between the parts when the news-
paper 1is clamped in position and to force
the lower end of the clamping bar 15 into
engagement with the collar 18 for prevent-
ing accidental rotation of the latter so as to
prevent accidental release of the newspaper.

In operation, with the parts disposed as
shown in Fig. 1, the collar 18 may he
partially rotated until the notch 20 is coinci-
dent with the groove 14, whereupon the
clamping rods or bars 15 and 16 may be
swung ountwardly of said groove to permit

the proper positioning of the newspaper as

above outlined and as shown in Fig. 4.
When this has been done, the clamping parts
are returned to the groove as shown in Fig.

" 1-and the collar 18 is reversely rotated so as

to hold the clamping parts within the groove
engaging the newspaper as shown in Fig.
4. The clasp 21 may then be engaged with

the opposite edge of the adjacent page of

said newspaper and the latter will thereby

‘be effectively held in open position withiout
‘wrinkles so that said reading of the paper

may be had irrespective of gusts of wind or
the like. 'When the device is no longer de-
sired in use, the paper may be readily re-
moved and the links 7 and 8§ folded inwardly
toward each other so as to bring the staffs
5 and 6 along side each other as shown in
Fig. 3. Should a more compact arrange-
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ment be desired, the clamping bar 15 may be
swung outwardly and upwardly until the
same is folded within the upper clamping
bar 16" and then the two stafl sections may
be folded backwardly wpon each other.
“From the foregoing deseription it is be-
lieved:that the construction and operation as
well as the advantages of the present inven-
tion "Wwill be readily understood and ap-
preciated by those skilled in the art.

Minor- ¢hatiges niiay be made without de-
parting from the spirit and scope thereof.

. In the preferred constriction of the staff
5, the sectiong thereof at the pivot 10 ave cut
out to provide a groove 25 in ‘which a'plate
26 may be remlovably positioned and which,
whién in place, will hold the staff. sections
against folding, although said sections may
be foldéd on the pivot 10 Wpor removal of
the plate 26.

Whit is cldiméd as new is:=— ,

1. A néwspapér holding frame comprising
a pait’ of 'spaced parallel staffs, and & plu-
rality of foldably connécted pairs of links
pivotally connécting the upper and lower
portions of said stafl whereby the latter may
be brought into juxtaposition upon folding
'of the links inwardly toward éach other, said
staffs comprising pivotally conmected sec-
tionls ‘foldable backwardly upon each other
when the staffs are in juxtaposition for pre-
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senting a compact collapsed holder when not -

in use.

- 2. A newspaper holding frame comprising
a pair’ of spaced pardllel staffs; and a plu-
rality of ‘foldably connected pairs of links
pivotally connécting’ the upper and lower
portions of said'stafl whereby the latter may
be brouight into juxtaposition upon folding
of the links inwardly toward each other, said
staffs ‘comprising pivotally - connected sec-
tions foldable’ backwardly upon each other
when'the staffs are in' juxtaposition for pre-
senting a compact collapsed holder when not
i use, oné of said staffs ‘having a longi-
tiudinal groove, and bar clamping means
‘associated with said groove and pivoted to
said one stdff for eligaging the fold line of
a newspaper to clamp the latter to said one
staff, said bar clamping means comprising
a pair of foldably connectéd clamiping bars
pivotally connecteéd in a horizontd]l plane
substantially the same as thé pivotal con-
nections betwéen the sections of said staffs,

3. A newspaper holding frame compris-

ing & pdir of spaced parallel staffs; and a
plurality of foldably conriécted pairs of
links pivotally ‘connectitig the upper and
lower portions of sdid -staff whereby tlie
latter mdy bé brought into juxtiposition
upon folding of the links inwardly toward
“éach other, said-staffs comprising pivotally
‘contlécted sections foldable backwardly ipon
each other when the staffs are in juxtaposi-
tion for- presentiiig & compact ‘collapsed
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holder when not in use, one of said staffs
having a “longitudinal groove, ~and bar
clamping means associated with said groove
and pivoted to said one staff for engaging
the fold line of a newspaper to clamp the
latter to said one staff, said bar clamping
means comprising a pair of foldably con-

~nected clamping bars pivotally connected in

£

a horizontal plane substantially the same as

the pivotal connections between the sections 10

of said staffs, the upper clamping bar being
of U-shaped form in cross section whereby
the lower clamping bar may be swung up-
wardly and outwardly thereinto.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature. 15

RUDOLPH ZAXKRZEWSKI.




