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This invention relates to containers for
cigarettes and the like and especially to a de-
vice designed to be mounted on an automo-
bile; this device representing certain im-
provements and modifications over the strue-
ture of the same general character shown in
my co-pending application for patent, Se-
rial No. 561,630, filed September 8, 1931.

The principal object of the present inven-
tion is to provide a structure adapted to be
mounted in connection with and behind the
instrument panel of an automobile in a nor-
mally concealed position above the lower edge
of the same; ané) arranged so that a pull on
& conveniently positioned handle will first
lower the container so that it clears the panel
and will then advance said container so that
its contents are readily accessible to the op-
erator. '

The structure is also arranged so that while
the contents are covered and protected when
the container is retracted and not in use, said
container is automatically uncovered and its
contents fully exposed when the manipula-
tion above described is carried out. The op-
erator will therefore not have to bother with
removing or replacing a lid on the container.

A further object of the invention is to pro-
duce a simple and inexpensive device and yet
one which will be exceedingly effective for
the purpose for which it is designed.

These objects I accomplish by means of
such structure and relative arrangement of
parts as will fully appear by a perusal of
the following specifications and claims.

In the drawings similar characters of ref-
erence indicate corresponding parts in the
several views.

Fig. 1is a perspective view of the device as
mounted in place and in a normally retracted
Pposition.

Fig. 2 is a side view of the structure show-
ing the container as initially lowered relative
to the supporting lid.

Fig. 8 is a similar view of the structure
showing the container as extended.

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the container
supporting member detached.

ig. 5 is a similar view of the pull handle
and catch unit.

Referring now more particularly to the
characters of reference on the drawings, the
numeral 1 denotes a C-clamp adapted to be
secured to the horizontal bottom flange 2 of
the instrument panel 8 of an automobile.
Projecting back from the clamp above. the
level of the same is a flat rigid cover plate
or lid 4 having a depending flange or lip 5
at the clamp end which is adjustably se-
cured to the back of the clamp.,

Pivoted on ears 6 upstanding from the side
edges of the plate at longitudinally spaced
points are depending links 7 which at their
lower ends are pivoted on the sides 8 of the
receptacle or container supporting frame.
These sides are connected by a bottom. plate
9 either of solid or skeleton form as desired ;
and they are provided adjacent their junc-
tion with said bottom plate, with channels 10
facing each other. The links are arranged
so that when the frame is disposed under and
against the plate 4 (which completely covers
sald frame) the links then lie at an acute
rearward angle to the plate. The links and
frame are yieldably held in such position by
snap action springs 11 between the lower
ends of the links and ears 6 above the links,

Fitted between the sides of the frame and
substantially the same size as said frame s
a receptacle or container 12, having lateral-
ly projecting flanges 13 along its sides at
the bottom slidably engaging the channels
10. A pin 14 depends from the bottom of
the receptacle and rides in a longitudinal
slot 15 cut in the bottom plate 9 and limiting
the movement of the recepfacle. When the
receptacle is completely telescoped in the
flra,me the pin is then at the rear end of the
slot.

A handle 15 is secured to and depends’
from the receptacle adjacent its forward end
S0 as to enable the same to be easily manipu-
lated from a point beyond the instrument
panel. A trigger 16 is pivoted on the han-
dle and is provided with pins 17 or the like
adapted to engage holes 18 in the bottom
plate 9 when the receptacle is fully tele-
scoped and yieldably held in engagement
with said holes by a suitable spring 19 acting
on the trigger.
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In operation to lower and advance the re-
ceptacle relative to the support the handle is
first pulled forwardly without releasing the
trigger. This pulls on the frame also and
said frame moves both down and forward
on account of its connection with the links.
The length of the links is such that the
frame will be thus lowered to a level below
the clamp and panel when the links are verti-
cally disposed as shown in Fig. 2. The pull
is continued until certain ones of the links
abut against stops 20 projecting laterally
from the plate 4 in front of the links, in
which position the links are disposed at a
forward angle and beyond a vertical dead
center "position. The springs 11 then of
course act to hold the links against the stops
and the frame in its lowered position. The
trigger is then depressed to release the catch
pins from the plate 9 after which a further
pull on the handle draws the receptacle for-
wardly relative to the supporting frame and
in a position in front of the instrument
panel as shown in Fig. 8 allowing the con-
tents of the receptacle to be readily ac-
cessible,

Upon the receptacle being fully retracted
into the frame a further push on the handle
will move the links past the vertical dead
center position in a backward direction,
whereupon the springs 11 will function to
raise the frame to its normal position in
engagement with the cover plate 4, without
any further push on the handle being neces-
sary to effect this last movement.

From the foregoing description it will be
readily seen that I have produced such a
device as substantially fulfills the objects of
the invention as set forth herein.

‘While this specification sets forth in de-
tail the present and preferred construction
of the device, still in practice such devia-
tions from such detail may be resorted to as
do not form a departure from the spirit of
the invention, as defined by the appended
claims.

Having thus described my invention what
T claim as new and useful and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent is:

1. A container and supporting unit com-
prising a container, a cover plate for the con-
tainer, a frame in which said container is
slidably mounted, means supporting the
frame from the plate for vertical movement
relative thereto, and means for normally
holding the frame up to maintain the cover
in engagement with the receptable.

2. A container and supporting unit com-
prising a container, a fixed member above
the container, a frame in which said contain-
er is slidably mounted, means supporting the
frame from the member for downward move-
ment relative thereto when a horizontal pull
is applied to the frame, a handle applied to
the container, and releasable catch means be-
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tween the handle and frame; the container
being movable in the frame in the direction
of horizontal pull on the frame.

3. A container and supporting unit com-
prising a container, a cover plate for the con-
tainer, a frame in which said container is
slidably mounted, longitudinally spaced
links extending between and pivoted on the
frame and plate, spring means acting on the
links to hold them at an acute angle to a
horizontal plane; the container then abut-
ting against and being covered by the plate,
and means applied to the frame to pull the
same horizontally in a direction such that
the links may be moved to a vert'zal depend-
ing position and the frame lowered.

4. A container and supporting unit com-
prising a container, a fixed member above
the container, a frame in which said con-
tainer is slidably mounted, longitudinally
spaced links extending between and pivoted
on the frame and member, means applied to
the frame to pull the same horizontally, snap
action springs between the frame and mem-
ber and associated with the links to normally
hold said links at.an acute angle to a hori-
zontal plane in a direction opposite to the
line of pull whereby such pull will cause the
frame to be lowered and the links moved to a
position beyond a vertical dead center, and
stops then engaging the links to limit the
movement beyond such dead center position.

5. A container and supporting unit com-
prising a cover plate, means mounting said
plate in a fixed horizontal position, a frame
below the plate, longitudinally spaced links
extending between and pivoted on the frame
and plate, means to normally hold the links
at an acute angle to a horizontal plane, a con-
tainer slidably mounted in the frame for
movement lengthwise of the plate and covered
by said plate when the links are in said angu-
lar position, a handle applied to the con-
tainer to thus move the same, and releasable
means between the handle and frame to lock
the frame and container together against rel-
ative movernent.

6. A structure as in claim 5, with means be-
tween the frame and container to limit the
movement of the container relative to the
frame.

7. A structure as in claim 5, with stops to
engage the links after they have been swung
down to a depending position beyond a ver-
tical dead center; the springs being arranged
to hold the links against the stops and resist
movement of the same in the opposite direc-
tion.

8. A container and supporting unit com-
prising a cover plate, means mounting said
plate in a fixed horizontal position, a frame
below the plate, longitudinally spaced links
extending between and pivoted on the frame
and plate, means to normally hold the links
at an acute angle to a horizontal plane, a con-
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tainer slidably mounted in the frame for
movement lengthwise of the plate and cov-
ered by said plate when the links are in said
angular position, a handle depending from

5 the container at the end thereof opposite to
the direction of normal slope of the links, a
movable trigger member mounted on the
handle, and releasable catch means between
the trigger and frame.

10 9. A container and supporting unit com-
prising a container, a fixed member above
the container, a frame in which said contain-
er is slidably mounted, means supporting the
frame from the member for vertical move-

15 ment relative thereto, means yieldably hold-
ing the frame up to maintain the container
against the member, and operating means be-
tween the frame and container to enable the
frame and container to be first lowered as a

20 unit relative to the member and the container
to be then moved out relative to the frame.

10. A structure as in claim 9, with means
including said yieldable frame holding means
for preventing upward retractive movement

25 of the frame while the container is being thus
moved out.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature.
WEBB JAY.
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