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1. Claim. 

This invention relates to copyholders for use 
in conjunction with typewriters and, among other 
objects, aims to provide a greatly improved, 
portable copyholder for use in transcribing type 

5. Written matter, one line at a time, and having 
pawl and ratchet mechanism adapted to be Oper 
ated by the carriage of the typewriter as the car 
riage moves to the left, to expose the typing to 
be transcribed. One of the principal aims of 

10 the invention is to provide novel actuating means 
for the ratchet mechanism including a flexible 
lever or member adapted to be arranged in the 
path of the typewriter carriage so that when 
the carriage strikes it, it will operate the ratchet 

5 and pawl mechanism gradually as the carriage 
continues to move and thereby prevent the feed 
roll for the paper from being turned too far. 
Other aims and advantages of the invention 

Will appear in the specification, when considered 
20 in connection with the accompanying drawing, 

Wherein: 
Fig. 1 is a front elevation of a copyholder en 

bodying the invention; and 
Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the copyholder 

25 Shown in Fig. 1. 
Referring particularly to the drawing, the 

copyholder there shown has a frame which is 
conveniently made of strap metal. In this in 
stance, it has a vertical, Substantially horizontal 

30 frame conveniently made in two vertical Sections 
So that the frame parts can be dismantled and 
Will occupy a minimum space, for example with 
in a typewriter desk. The bottom of the frame 
is shown as having rubber feet so that it can 

35 be placed on a table or support behind a type 
writer without injuring the Surface. The vertical 
frame is shown as having a hinged horizontal 
frame member 2 at the left hand side adapted 
to be opened substantially at right angles to the 

10 plane of the vertical frame and extending for 
wardly to a point near the front of an ordinary 
typewriter. It also has a supporting rubber foot 
if like the feet of the vertical frame. The Wing 
frame 2 provides journal bearings for an os 
cillatable operating bar or Shaft 3 having a 
handle 4 at the forward end and a crank arm 5 
at the rear end. The crank arm 5 is connected 
to operate a pawl 6 which cooperates with a 

50 ratchet T and the ratchet operates a feed roll 
f8 for the paper. In this instance, the crank arm 
5 has a link 9 connected to a pivoted lever 20 
which carries the pawl 6 and the pawl is nor 
mally held in the position shown in Fig. 2 by 

The stroke of the pawl 

(C. 120-32) 
may be adjusted by means of a set screw 22 as 
best shown in Fig. 2. 
The paper is adapted to be clamped on the 

feed roll 8 by means of a metal roll 23 con 
Veniently made of a round bar confined between 
the sides of the vertical frame by suitable U 
shaped fingers 24 preferably in the form of pieces 
of Wire, welded or otherwise secured to the top 
of the frame O. 
The feed mechanism is adapted to be operated 

automatically by the carriage of any standard 
typewriter as the carriage moves to the left, it 
being understood that the automatic mechanism 
is best adapted for copying typed matter line 
for-line. In this instance, the operating shaft 3 
is shown as having an upstanding arm 25 car 
rying a horizontal socket member 26 within 
which is frictionally and adjustably mounted a 
bent rod or bar 27 having an arm 28 adapted to 
Strike the outside of the arm. 25. The arm 28 is 
shown as having an upwardly bent end 29 to 
carry an operating lever. Herein, the operating 
lever is in the form of a coil spring 30 slipped on 
Said arm and having a finger 3 projecting up 
Wardly into the path of the typewriter carriage C. 
of a Suitable bracket connected thereto. The 
finger 3 may be inserted in the upper convolu 
tions of Said Spring 30 and Welded thereto. The 
Spring permits the finger to bend after the car 
riage has operated the ratchet mechanism to 
bring up the next line of the copy and the adjust 
ing Screw 22 has arrested the movement of the 
pawl. It does not interfere with the free step 
by-step movement of the carriage. In other 
Words, the typist is permitted to go ahead and 
finish her line without changing the space al 
ready produced. 
To prevent the paper in the typewriter from 

obscuring the typed matter being copied, there 
is shown a metal shield 32 frictionally mounted 
On a horizontal bar or rod 33 welded between the 
Sides of the vertical frame. This shield is shown 
as having an upwardly bent flange 34 to guide 
the end of the paper from the typewriter down 
Wardly against the front face. This shield may 
be adjusted to any desired position without inter 
fering with the free movement of the typewriter 
Carriage. 
To enable a typist to read the lines on the work 

to be copied as they are exposed by the feed roll, 
there is shown the usual line gauge 35 in the form 
of a plate pivoted on a U-shaped wire or rod 36 
projecting forwardly from the sides of the vertical 
frame below the axis of the feed roll, as shown in 
Fig. 2, 
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2 
To enable the frame to be dismantled and stored 

in a typewriter cabinet or desk with the type 
writer, or for shipping purposes, the vertical 
frame sections are shown as being held together 
by a wire spring 37 adapted to be swung Outwardly 
from an opening in one of the sections. How 
ever, the sections may be frictionally held to 
gether. The link 9 for operating the ratchet 
mechanism may be unhooked from the pivoted 
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lever 20 and the upper section of the vertical 
frame removed. Then, the horizontal frame 
member 2 with the actuating rod or shaft and 
other mechanism, may be swung rearwardly 
against the vertical frame. 

It will be understood that as the typewriter 
carriage moves to the left, it will strike the finger 
3, first bending the spring slightly and then im 
parting slow step-by-step movement to the Op 
erating rod or shaft 3 until the ratchet has been 
fully actuated, either one step or two steps, de 
pending upon the spacing between the lines of 
the work to be copied. The feeding movement 
of the roll is first adjusted by the screw 22 to cor 
respond with the spacing between the typed lines 
on the work to be copied. As the typewriter car 
riage is pushed back to its starting position for 
the next line, the tension of the spring 2 returns 
the operating bar or shaft and the finger to its 
starting position, so that the pawl is ready to 
actuate the feed roller on the next trip of the 
carriage. 

35 

If the typed work is of such nature that the 
pawl and ratchet mechanism cannot operate the 
feed roller to produce the desired spacing auto 
matically, the typist may actuate the feed roll 

2,062,964 
by simply pressing the lever or crank arm 4 to 
the left. A simple sweep of the hand will suffice 
for this purpose. 
From the foregoing description, it will be under 

stood that copyholders embodying this invention 
may be manufactured at a relatively small cost. 
The manufacturing operations involve mainly 
cutting, bending, punching, brazing and fitting 
together simple parts which can be produced very 
economically. 

Obviously, the present invention is not restrict 
ed to the particular embodiment thereof herein 
shown and described. Moreover, it is not indis 
pensable that all the features of the invention be 
used conjointly, since they may be employed ad 
vantageously in various combinations and sub 
combinations. 
What I claim is: 
A copyholder comprising, in combination, a ver 

tical frame; a feed roller carried by the frame; 
ratchet means for operating said roller; a hori 
zontal frame member hingedly secured to the ver 
tical frame member on One side; an operating 
shaft journaled in said horizontal frame member; 
an upstanding arm on said operating shaft; a 
coil spring operatively secured to said upstanding 
arm; and a finger carried by said coil spring 
adapted to be arranged in the path of a type 
Writer carriage as the carriage moves to the left 
to impart actuating movement to the ratchet 
mechanism and being bendable to permit the type 
Writer carriage to move to its full extent after 
the mechanism has been operated. 

BENJAMIN F. BLAKEMAN. 

20 

25 

30 

35 


