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LIFE-PRESERVING GARMENT.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 252,828, dated January 24, 1882.
Application filed July 10, 1880, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, CHESTER WILLIAMS, &
citizen of the United States, residing at Capac,
in the county of St. Clair and State of Michi-
gan, have invented certain new and useful Im-
provementsin Life-Preservers; and Idohereby
declare the following to be a full, clear, and ex-
act description of the invention, such as will
enable others skilled in the art to which it ap-
pertains to make and use the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, and
to letters or figures of reference marked there-
on, which form a part of this specification.

My invention relates to means for preserv-
ing human life in cases of accidents or frgm
other causes on bodies of water.

It is a well-known fact that the ordinar v Aife-
preserver is not entirely satisfactory,en ac-
count of the difficulty of adjusting it in the
great excitement and confusion that arise in

- cases of accident; also, in view of the fact that
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the method of adjusting the usual life-pre-
server is not understood by a person in an ex-
citélrents-also, in view of the fact that the life-
preserving belf is liable to slip toward the
wearer’s feet. ’ ‘

The object of my iuvention is to overcome
these difficulties by attaching to the ordinary
upper garment, or to an npper garment of a
special construction, aseriesof connected tubes
capable of being inflated by the wearer, so as
to sufficiently buoy the wearer to enable him
to float on the surface. -

My improvements therefore consist in a

35 jacket or similar upper garment having at-
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tached to its exterior an encircling-tube, from
the front of which branch tubes pass upwardly
over the shoulders and down the sleeves, ter-
minating at the hand end in air tubes or cuffs,
the whole making one continuous tube ter-
minating and commencing at the opening of
the garment, and provided with means for in-
flating said tube.

It also consists in the construction, as will
be hereinafter more fully set forth and specifi-
cally claimed. ‘

Figure 1 of the drawings represents a man
attired in my improved garment ready for use.
Fig. 2 is a rear view of the garment, showing
the arrangement of the air-tight tubes on the
back of the same, '

The letter A represents an upper garment
made like a jacket, with the ordinary sleeves,
adapted for both malesand females. Thisgar-
mentis substantiallylike aboy’s jacket or coat,
$0 as to be closed on the wearer at the frong
by means of buttons or straps. Of course, in
some cases, the jacket will be close-fitting and
capable of being buttoned from the waist to
the neck, substantially as shown in the draw-
ings. This jacket is provided on its exterior
surface, at its waist portion, with a tube, B,
closed at the ends ¢, terminating with the ver-
tical edges b of the jacket. Attached directly
to this tube B, and forming a communication
therewith, are the diagonal tubes C, extending
upwardly at the front over the shoulders on
opposite sides, down the sleeves at the rear,
and finally terminating at the wrists in the
rings D, forming air-cuffs near the hands.

It will be noticed that the tubes are enlarged
at the shoulders, so as to give a greater surface
and floating capacity at that portion of the
body, which it is essential to maintain above
the surface of the water. The arrangement of
these tubes at the waist, the front portion of
the jacket, and rear portion of the sleeves is
fully seen in the drawings. By this arrange-

ment of the tubes rigidly attached to the

jacket I am enabled to make one econtinuous
air-passage, and the arrangement of the tubes
on the sleeves aids in keeping the arms of the
person on the surface, so that they can beeasily
and readily used without much exertion on the
part of the wearer.

To one of the tubes C is secured a small
tube, ¢, provided with a valve, £, for the pur-
pose of inflating all the branches of the tabe.
The tube ¢ should be of a sufficient length and
placed at such convenient point as to be within
easy reach of the lips and under the control of
the wearer, and of a size to perwit a rapid in-
flation of the air-tube.

In some cases the air-tube may be inflated
and the jackets stowed away on the vessel,
ready for use.

I do not broadly claim a jacket or garment
provided with a continuous air-tube; but

What I'¢laim as my invention, and desire to
secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. A life-preserver composed of a jacket or
garment having a permanently - attached air-
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tube commencing and terminatingat the open- | of enlarged caliberatthe shoulders,and having

ingol the garment and continuing upwardover | the pipe ¢ and valve f located in oune of its

the shoulders in enlarged caliber and down the | branches, as shown and described.

sleeves and enecireling the wrists, and provided In testimony whereof I affix my signature in
5 with means forinflating the same, substautially | presence of two witnesses.

as shown and described. R T
2. In alife-preserver, the combination of the CHESTER WILLIAMS.
jacket A and the continuous air-pipe B, ter- Witnesses:
minating and commencing at the opening of D. C. WALKER,
10 the jacket at a «, and provided with or being TaomAs H. BOrToMLEY. -




