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Application filed February 17, 1922. Serial No. 537,344, 

This invention is an inflatable toy; the ob 
jects being to afford entertainment by reason 
of the unique operation of the parts, and 
to so relate said parts that the article re 
mains intact for packing within a small 
compass preparatory to storage and trans 
portation. s - 

Broadly stated, the toy embodies an inflat 
able body and a collapsible support or stand 
therefor, whereby the body in an inflated 
condition may be retained temporarily up 
right during the outflow of the inflating 
medium. Said body and the stand are ren 
dered unitary in construction by direct at 
tachment one to the other, but owing to the 
expansion of the body when inflated, and 
to the collapse of the body when deflated, it 
is desirable, if not necessary, to employ a collapsible and expansible support which is 
self adjusting to the inflation and deflation 
of the body. . . . 
Other functions and advantages of the in 

vention will appear from the following de 
scription taken in connection with the draw ings, wherein 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the toy 
with the body inflated. 0. 

Figure 2 is a similar view showing the 
body deflated and the stand collapsed. 

Figures 3 and 4 are diagrammatic views 
in plan with the stand expanded upon in 
flation of the body and with said stand col 
lapsed upon deflation of the body. 

Figure 5 is a detail sectional plan view 
showing another embodiment of the support 
or stand. 
The article comprises, as its main parts, 

an inflatable body A and a stand B for sup 
porting said body in order that the toy may 
be placed upon a table or other surface for 
displaying the same. 
The body is composed of flexible material, 

usually rubber, so that said body may be in 
flated to expand it in a manner analogous to 
an ordinary toy balloon. The stand B is of 
collapsible and expansive construction, said 
body and the stand being attached one to 
the other whereby the stand automatically 
adapts itself to the inflation and deflation 
of the body, as a result of which the parts 
comprising the toy are relieved from the 
tendency to separate or to pull apart one 
from the other in the use of said toy. As shown, the stand comprises members b. b 

and joined along the line b with a view to 
attaining the desired collapsibility. Said 
Inelibers composing the stand are provided 
at their lower ends with extensions a and at 
their upper ends with wings d, said exten 
sions c producing elongated bottom edges on 
the support B with a view to affording a base 
Surface for the stand to rest steadily and firmly upon a table, counter, etc., so as to 
Overcome a tendency of the toy to tip or fall Over sideways. 
The inflatable body and the stand are as 

Sembled by placing the body intermediate the upwardly extending wings d of said 
stand, the relation being such that the for 
Ward side of the body is in contact with the 
tips of the wings, see Figure 1. To retain the 
body and the stand in a connected relation 
they are attached or fastened in a desired 
manner, and as one mode of such attach 
linent employ an adhesive cement at e. 
Such cement is well known in the toy ball 
loon art, as well as in other arts by reason of its capacity for the attachment of rubber 
to other materials, and in my toy, the cement is applied at the proper points to one or 
both parts A, B and the coated faces pressed firmly together to obtain the desired fixed 
attachment of the rubber body and the 
stand. The inflatable body is attached fixed 
ly intermediate its ends to the stand above the point of divergence of the wings, and as 
this body is attached at or on its front sur. 
face, or substantially so, the body in the 
process of deflation will collapse and fall 
Over the stand Substantially between the 
wings thereof as indicated in Figure 2. 
The stand is composed of material suitable 

for the purpose, preferably a pliable mate 
ill such as cardboard or tagboard, but it. 

is to be understood that I do not limit myself 
to the particular material thus definitely 
mentioned. In the manufacture of the arti 
cle the stand is cut from a single piece of 
material and doubled or folded on the line 
l' for the members b b to occupy a diverg 
ing relation at a suitable angle one to the other. 
Obviously, the stand is susceptible of pro 

duction other than by stamping it from a 
single piece of material, and in Figure 5 
there is shown another embodiment wherein 
members l l are composed of different pieces 
of the same material, said separate pieces * lisposed io'nally at aii angle to each other being laited by a waif f of flexible inaforial, 

60 

63 

80 

O 

OO 

105 



5 

2 

such as a suitable fabric, which is cemented 
or otherwise attached to said members b b, 
said web constituting a hinged connection 
between the members and performing the 
function of the fold line b to secure the 
required lateral movement of the membel's in 
the expansion or collapse of the stand con 
currently with the inflatable body. 
The inflatable body may be finished in a 

desired way and embodied in different 
forms, but in Figure 1 said body is shown 
as being embellished or finished to represent, 
at least partially, a doll of a popular charac 
ter. Said body is provided with means for 
inflating it; the same being shown as a 
mouth tube C, indicated in dotted lines in Figure 1 and partly represented in Figure 
2. Said mouthpiece is attached in the usual 
way to the lower part of the inflatable body, 

30 

collapse of the body due to deflation there 

in which position the mouthpiece performs 
the function, when the body is inflated, of 
a counterpoise to assist in the partial reten 
tion of said inflated body in an upright con 
dition relative to the stand, see Figure 1. 
Again, members D are or may be attached to 
the body by cementing the same in place to 
the front side thereof as at of, and above the 
attachment at e of the body to the stand. 
These members are adapted to be extended 
outwardly from the body when the latter 
is expanded by inflating the same, but in the 
of, said members add weight to the upper 
part of the body in order that it will fold or 
collapse in a downward direction forwardly 
over the stand, as in Fi gure 2. Said mem 
ber D may be finished to simulate human 
arms, and, furthermore, the members b b of the stand may be prepared to represent the 
legs of a doll, but the embellishment of the 
toy may take other forms within the prov 
ince of a skilled constructor. The mode of using the article is apparent, 
but may be summarized as follows:-The 

s () 
ing surface, in which condition the body - 

body is inflated by blowing air through the 
mouth piece, and as the body expands to the 
condition of Figures 1 and 3, the members 
b b of the stand spread or open laterally 
on the fold line b. The toy when inflated 
may be placed upon a table, or other support 
assumes an upright position. The escape of 
air from the body deflates it so as to contract 

5 5 
to the form shown approximately in Fig 
tire 4, and while the deflation is in process 
of accomplishment, the members b b of the 
stand fold toward each other, as indicated 

6) 

(5 The toy affords a simple and interesting 

in Figure 4. As the body collapses, it tends 
to fold downward and forward within the 
diverging wings and forwardly upon the 
stand, as in Figure 2, which forward move 
ment of the body over the stand is aided 
y the members D. 

article for the entertainment of children and 
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others. By using a collapsible stand which 
is self adjusting to the expansion and col 
lapsing of the body, the toy reinains intact 
for the reason that the relative movement 
of the members b b precludes the possibility 
of disrupting the cementitious connection 
between body and stand, and thus the arti cle may be compactly folded for shipment 
and storage. 

Having thus fully described the inven 
tion, what I claim as new and desire to 
secure by Letters Patent is: - - 1. A toy embodying an inflatable body 
and a collapsible stand comprising rela. 
tively movable unitary members connected independently of the body, said members 
being attached to the body to expand and 
contract with inflation and deflation of 
said body and said stand affording the Sole 
support for said body in the inflated or de 
flated condition thereof. 

2. A toy embodying a collapsible and ex 
pansible unitary stand and an inflatable 
body, said body being attached intermediate 
its ends to the stand for the latter to ex 
pand and contract in harmony with the in 
flation and deflation of the body, said stand 
affording the sole support for said inflatable 
body and the body when deflated being 
adapted to fold forwardly and downwardly 
over the stand. 

SO 
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3. A toy embodying a stand comprising 
a plurality of connected members which are 
free to move relatively to each other, and 
an inflatable body attached to said members, 
the attachment of the body to the members 
being separate from the connection of the 
members one to the other, whereby the stand 
may expand or contract in unison with the 
inflation or deflation of said body. 4. A toy embodying a stand composed of 
connected members which are movable rela 
tively one to the other, and an inflatable 
body attached at a plurality of points to 
said members of the stand, the attachment. 
of the body to the stand being separate from 
the connection of the members to each other, 
said stand constituting a collapsible base the 
members of which are free to spread rela 
tively upon the inflation of the body, said 
members of the stand being contractible 
relatively one to the other upon the defla 
tion of said body. - 5. A toy embodying a stand composed of 
a plurality of connected members movable 
relatively one to the other, and an inflatable 
body cemented to said stand members, said 
attachment of the body to the stand mem 
bers being separate from the connection of 
the stand members one to the other, said 
stand affording the sole support for the in 
flatable body and the parts of said stand 
being free to partake of relative movement 
in unison with the deflation and inflation of 
the body. 
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6. A toy embodying a support comprising 
a plurality of members connected for rela 
tive movement, and an inflatable body at 
tached to the stand members separately, said 
attachment of the body to the stand mem 
bers being independent of the connection of 
the stand members one to the other, said 
stand constituting the sole means for Sup 
porting the inflatable body. 

7. A toy embodying a support composed 
of relatively movable parts, an inflatable 
body attached to said members of the Sup 
port, and other members unitary with the 
body and adapted upon deflation of said 
body to drop substantially forwardly of the 
support, said movable parts constituting the 
sole support for the body and being free to 
move relatively to each other upon the in 
flation and deflation of Said body. 

S. A toy comprising a stand composed of 
relatively movable members connected for 
movement on a common axis, and an inflat 
able body attached to the individual mem 
bers of the stand, said attachment of the 
body to the stand being independent of the 
connection between the parts comprising 
said stand. 

9. A toy comprising a stand composed 
of connected members, an inflatable body at 
tached intermediate its ends to the mem 
bers of the stand, said attachment of the 
body to the stand being separate from the 
connection of the stand members one to the 
other, and an inflating member connected 

to said body at a point below the attach 
ment of the body to the stand. 

10. A toy embodying a stand composed 
of relatively movable members, said mem 
bers being provided with Wings in upward 
diverging relation to each other, and an in 
flatable body attached to said Wings and 
adapted when deflated to fold downwardly 
into the space intermediate said Wings, said 
movable members constituting the sole Sup 
port for the body and free to move rela 
tively to each other in harmony with the in 
flation and deflation of said body. 

11. A toy embodying a stand composed of 
relatively movable members connected for 
movement on a common axis, said members 
being provided with wings in upwardly di 
verging relation, and an inflatable body at 
tached separately to the wings of said mem bers. 

12. A toy embodying a stand composed of 
relatively movable members, connected for 
movement on a common axis, said members being provided with wings in upwardly di 
verging relation, an inflatable body attached 
intermediate its ends to said wings of the 
members, and other members attached to the 
inflatable body substantially above the 
points of the attachment of said body to the 
members of said stand. - 
in testimony whereof. I have hereto signed my name this 15 day of February, 

1922. 
WALTER J. LEATHEROW. 
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