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- To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JosEPH P. ALBIN, of
Cincinnati, in the county of Hamilton and in
the State of Ohio, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in Apparatus for
Bending Coffin-Sides; and do hereby declare
that the following is a full, clear, and exact
description thereof, reference being had to
the accompanying drawing, making a part of
this specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im-
proved apparatus, and Fig. 2is a like view of
the same with a coffin-side in place.

Letters of like name and kind refer to like
parts in each of the figures.

In the construction of coffins having curved
bent sides, the apparatus heretofore employed

for bending the same has required the manip-

ulation of several men whenever a side was
placed in position therein, the necessary re-
sult being a large expense for this class of
work as compared with other and similar
kinds of work.

To render the bending operation more easy
of performance, and thereby lessen the ex-
pense of the same is the design of my inven-
tion, which consists in the improved construe-
tion of the various parts of the bending-form,
especially in providing inclined grooves in the
inner face of the side lugs, in which the lock-
ing-bar fits, as hereinafter set forth.

In the annexed drawing, A and A’ repre-
sent two rails, having, respectively, the
length and curvature of the lower and upper
edges of a coffin-side, which are connected to-
gether in parallel lines by means of a number
of cross-bars, B and B/, that are secured upon
and extend between said rails at suitable
points. A third rail, A”, is placed midway
between the rails A and A/, for the purpose of
strengthening the frame, and to secure a
greater bearing-surface upon its upper side.
The end of the frame which corresponds to
the head of the coffin is formed upon a diago-
nal line, as shown, and upon its upper side at

~ such point is secured a cleat, C, that extends
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upward, and is provided within its inner side
with a groove, ¢, that is slightly wedge-shaped
from front to rear, and has such dimensions
from the face of said frame upward as to ena-
ble it to receive the end of a board, D, in-
tended for acoffin-side, the taper of said groove

being equal to the difference between the
thickest and thinnest sides, so as to permit
either to be held firmly therein. Secured to
or upon the outer face of each side rail A and
A’ 18 a lug, E, that extends vertically upward,
and is provided within its inner face with a
groove, ¢, that corresponds to and receives
one end of a bar, I, which latter is placed in
position from the end of said groove toward
the head of the frame. The grooves e and e
incline downward from their forward ends,
and at their lowest points have such height
above the face of the. frame as to enable the
thinnestsidepieces to be clamped between said
frame and the bar F when the latter is pressed
entirely into said  grooves, while for coffin-
sides having greater thickness said bar re-
quires to be pressed inward to a less distance
before it causes said coffin-side to be firmly
seated upon said frame.

The apparatus thus constructed is ready for
operation as follows: The coffin-side, duly
steéamed, is placed upon the upper side of the
frame, its head end inserted within the groove
¢, and its opposite end pressed downward until
the bar F can be placed in position within the
grooves ¢ and e, when, by a few blows of a
hammer upon said bar, the same will be driven
to place, after which the frame and side are re-
moved, and allowed to retain their relative
positions until the latter has become dry and
set in shape.

But one man is required to manipulate this
apparatus, and perform in as rapid a manner
the sameé labor that has heretofore required
the service of several men, while the apparatus
is less expensive and requires less space for
storage than that ordinarily used.

Having thus fully set forth the nature and
merits of my invention, what I claim as new °
is— :

In & machine for bending coffin-sides, the
lugs E, having inclined grooves ¢, in combina-
tion with the bar F, cleat C, groove ¢, .and
frame A A’ A, B and B/, all constructed and
arranged substantially as set forth.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this 6th day of
November, 1873.

Witnesses: "JOSEPH P. ALBIN.

GEo. S. PRINDLE, .
JOHN R, YoUNa,




