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UNITED STATES PATENT oFFICE 
2,427,46 

CORN BETASSELNG ACHINE 

Edward Sawtel, Hales Corners, Wis. 
Application Suly 13, 1945, Serial No. 604,809 

(C. 280-29) 4. Cairns. 

The present invention relates to new and use 
ful improvements in machines for detaSSeling hy 
brid Seed corn, and more particularly to a na 
chine Of this character adapted to be drawn over 
a field of standing corn and embodying Vertical 
Supports adapted to travel betWeen the roWs. Of 
corn and on which a person may stand for cut 
ting the tassels from the corn as the machine 
passes over the field. 
An important object of the present invention is 

to provide a machine of this character by means 
of which several rows of standing corn may be 
detaSSeled Simultaneously While the machine is 
passing between the IOWS of corn. 
A further object of the invention is to proVide 

an apparatus of this character of simple and 
practical construction, which is strong and dur 
able, relatively inexpensive to manufacture, and 
otherwise well adapted for the purposes for which 
the same is intended. 
Other objects and advantages reside in the de 

tails of construction and operation, as more fully 
hereinafter described and claimed, reference be 
ing had to the accompanying drawings forming 
part hereof, Wherein like numerals refer to like 
parts, and in which: 

Figure 1 is a front elevational View. 
Figure 2 is a side elevational View. 
Figure 3 is an enlarged view in elevation of 

one of the brake shoes With parts of the Support 
ing frame ShoWra in Section. 

Referring now to the drawings in detail, where 
in for the purpose of illustration I have disclosed 
a preferred embodiment of the invention, the au 
meral 5 designates a plurality of spaced parallel, 
longitudinally extending frame members Sup 
ported at their front and rear ends on wheels 3 
by means of yokes having upstanding pins 9 
journaled in the frame members for SWively 
mounting the Wheels thereto. 

Front and rear posts to and are attached 
to each of the longitudinal frame members 5 and 
extend upwardly therefrom, the front and rear 
posts being supported by braces 2. 
The upper portions of the front posts are 

connected by a pair of Spaced transversely-ex 
tending frame members 3, and the upper por 
tions of the rear posts are similarly connected 
by a pair of spaced transversely-extending frame 
members 4. Extending longitudinally between 
the pair of posts and arranged at each end 
and Secured thereto are a pair of Spaced frame 
members 26. The front and rear posts and 
connected together by means of the transversely 
extending frame members 3 and 4, and the lon 
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gitudinally-extending frame members 26 form an 
Overhead frame. 
A seat 5 is attached to one of the front trans 

versely extending frame members 3 at the cen 
ter thereof to be occupied by the driver of the 
vehicle. 
To the front edges of a pair of the intermediate 

front posts 9 are attached singletrees 6 to 
which horses may be attached for pulling the ma 
chine over a field of standing Corn, the longitudi 
nal frame members 5 and the front and rear posts 

and being adapted to pass between the OWS 
of corn 7 in the manner illustrated in Figure 1 
Of the drawingS. 

Pegs or rungs 8 project horizontally in ver 
tically spaced arrangement from the opposite 
sides of the front posts f so that a Workman may 
be supported on each of the front postS 0 in a 
manner illustrated in Figure 2 of the dra Wings 
for cutting the tassels 9 from the corn by a sickle 
2 or other suitable cutting implement as the ma 
chine travels along the rows of COrn. 

Accordingly, a plurality of the roWS of COrn 
may be detasselled simultaneously as the machine 
travels over the field. 

Positioned above One or more of the front 
wheels 6 is a brake shoe 2 pivoted at its front 
end on a pin 22 carried by the longitudinal frame 
member 5, the rear end of the brake shoe haWing 
a rod 23 pivotally attached thereto and extending 
upwardly through an opening 24 in the longitudi 
nal frame member 5, the upper end of the rod 
being operatively connected to a lever 25 pivoted 
to the upper portion of one of the front postS 
and within convenient reach by the driver of the 
Vehicle. 
The brake shoes 2 may be applied to check 

the forward movement of the machine when the 
latter is moving downhill. 
In view of the foregoing description taken in 

conjunction with the accompanying drawings, it 
is believed that a clear understanding of the Con 
struction, operation and advantages of the de 
vice will be quite apparent to those skilled in the 
art. A more detailed description is accordingly 
deemed unnecessary. 

It is to be understood, however, that even 
though I have herein shown and described a pre 
ferred embodiment of my invention, the Same is 
susceptible to certain changes fully compre 
hended by the spirit of the invention as herein 
described and the scope of the appended claims. 
Having thus described the invention, what I 

claim is: 
1. A corn detasseling machine comprising a Ve 
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hicle adapted to travel over a field of standing 
corn, said vehicle including a plurality of spaced 
apart longitudinally extending frame members, 
wheels supporting each of said frame members 
for movement between rows of said field of corn, 
a post rising from each of Said frame members, 
and means carried by the post of each of said 
frame members for supporting a person thereon 
Within reach of the tassels of the corn for cutting 
the tassels therefron. 

2. A corn detasseling machine comprising a ve 
hicle including a plurality of spaced-apart longi 
tudinally extending frame members, wheels sup 
porting said frame members for movement be 
tween the rows of a standing field of corn, a post 
rising from each of said frame members, and pegs 
projecting laterally from the post and adapted for 
supporting a person in a position within reach of 
the tassels of the corn for cutting the tassels 
therefrom. 

3. A corn detaSSeling machine comprising a 
plurality of spaced-apart longitudinally extend 
ing frame members, wheels supporting the front 
and rear ends of each of said frame members for 
traveling between the rows of a standing field of 
corn, an overhead frame including a plurality of 
posts supported on Said frame members and con 
nected thereto, and a ladder structure on each of 
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Said posts within reach of the tassels of the corn 
for cutting the tassels therefrom. 

4. A corn detasseling machine comprising a 
plurality of Spaced-apart longitudinally extend 
ing frame members, wheels supporting the front 
and rear ends of each of said frame members, an 
Overhead frame including posts supported on said 
frame members and COnnected thereto to thereby 
form a unitary structure for travel simultaneous 
ly between a plurality of rows of a standing field 
of corn, and a ladder structure embodying a plu 
rality of spaced laterally-projecting pegs on each 
of said posts adapted for supporting a person in 
position. Within the reach of the tassels of the 
corn for cutting the tassels therefrom. 
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