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D EAC HAS3 E CO N N ECT ON FOR ELECT R C FXTURES. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 633,039, dated September 12, 1899. 
Application filed stay 13, 1899, Serial No, 7678, (No model.) 

To ?t/7. It flon, it 7) (t1/ CO7 ce/'72: 
Beit known that I, STACEY GOOD WIN READ, 

of Bridgeport, in the county of Fairfield and 
State of Connecticut, have invented a new 
and Improved Detachable Connection for 
Electric Fixtures, of which the following is a 
full, clear, and exact description. 

Miy invention relates to an improvement in 
Supports for electrical fixtures, designed to 
facilitate the putting up and taking down of 
the same. 
My invention comprises the novel features 

hereinafter described and claimed. 
Reference is to be had to the accompanying 

drawings, forming a part of this specification, 
in which similar characters of reference in 
(licate corresponding parts in all the figures. 
Figure 1 is a sectional view of my device. 

Fig. 2 is a plan view of the rear surface of 
the portion of my device Secured to the fiX 
ture-base. Fig. 3 is a front view of the base 
block of my device. Fig. 4 is a section upon 
the line 4 4 of Fig. 2, and Figs. 5 and 6 are 
views of slightly-modified forms of my device. 
The object of my invention is to make it 

possible to readily put up or take down in 
can descent lamps or other electrical fixtures. 
In stage-work this is often an important mat 
ter, as it is desired to change the lamps in 
scenery, and the time required for screwing a 
lamp into an ordinary socket is too great for 
Convenience. 

I have herein shown my device as used in 
connection with an ordinary incandescent 
lamp, although it is evident that the same 
may be used in connection with any form of 
electric fixture. 
The base-block B of an incandescent lamp 

is provided in its under or rear surface with 
recesses which receive two plates H and I, 
the plate II, as shown, being a semicircular 
bar secured at its ends by screws h to the 
base-block, said screws passing through the 
flanged end of the metal socket C and form 
ing a part of the electrical circuit. At the 
center of bar His an upwardly-projecting arm 
H', which is L-shaped, the end of the bar, as 
herein shown, projecting outwardly at the 
center. The plate I is secured at the center 
of the block by a screw I, which projects 
through the opposite side of the base-block 
and forms the contact for the other end of the 

electric circuit. This bal' also has an L 
shaped an I", projecting upwardly and out 
wardly similar to the arm II upon the plate 
II. These two -shaped arms form contact 
pieces by which the electrical connection is 
made and broken and by which the fixture 
is supported. 
The base-block, which is fixed to the Wall 

or scenery, as the case may be, consists of a 
block A of some non-conducting material, 
which is preferably provided with a non-con 
ducting backing-piece A'. These two parts 
AA are provided with screw-holesa, by means 
of which the device may be secured to the 
walls or a screen or to scenery. The block A 
has two recesses G in its face adapted to ac 
commodate the ends of the L-spaped bars H" 
and I'. Upon the surface of the block are se 
cured two plates D, the inner edges of which 
are substantially parallel and extend par 
tially over the recesses G, producing an un 
dercut to receive the ends of the arms I and 
H'. Each plate D is connected with a plate 
E, embedded between the two blocks A and 

which pass through the body of the block A. 
The backing A' has openings adapted to ac 
commodate the wires F, which pass through 
the same and are secured to the plates E. It 
will thus be seen that to secure the fixture in 
place and to make the electrical connection, 
it is only necessary to slide the arms H' and 
I" into the grooves formed beneath the plates 
D. The fixture is thus supported and at the 
same time properly connected with the feed 
wires E. 

In Fig. 5 a slight modification is shown, in 
which two additional arms Hand I are used 
to engage the outer surfaces of the plates D. 
In Fig. 6 an equivalent construction is shown 
consisting of two additional plates D', which 
are in effect duplications of the plates D and 
between which the arms H' and I enter. 
This device lends itself readily to use for 

scenic purposes about theaters, as it may be 
secured to canvas or any more substantial 
material and enables the lamps to be very 
quickly attached or detached. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 

1. A detachable support for electrical fix 
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tures, comprising a fixed base having two 
parallel grooves, extending from One edge in 
wardly or toward the center, two metal plates 
having electrical connection with the feed 
Wires and secured to the face of the base out 
side the grooves, and projecting over the ma 

C 

jor part of their width, and a socket-base hav 
ing two projecting L-shaped arms in electrical 
connection with the conductors of the fixture 
and adapted to enter the grooves and engage 
said plates whereby the fixture may be quickly 
slidi into and out of place, substantially as de 
scribed. 

2. A detachable support for electrical fix 
tures, comprising a fixed base having two 
parallel groovesin its face extending from one 
edge in Wardly or toward the center, two metal 
plates having electrical connection with the 

r 633,039 

feed-wires and secured to the face of the base 
outside the grooves and projecting over the 
major part of their width, and a socket Or 
fixed base having two L-shaped bars secured 
to its outer face, one by a central screw and 
the other by an eccentrically-located Screw, 
said screws forming part of the electric cir 
cuit, the ends of said arms extending out 
wardly and oppositely to enter the grooves 
and to engage the plates of the fixed base 
whereby the fixture may be slid into and out 
of place and be supported, substantially as 
described. 

STACEY GOODWIN FREAD. 
Witnesses: 

LOUIS H. LYON, 
WILLIAM J. MARTIN. 
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