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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, GEORGE V. FARMER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Mooresville, in the eounty of Morgan and
State of Indiana, have invented certain new
and wuseful Improvements in Musie- Leaf
Turners; and I do declare the following to be
a full, elear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such ag will enable others skilled in
the art to which it appertains to make and use
the same, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings, and to the letters of refer-
ence marked thereon, which form a part of

this specification.

My invention relates to an apparatus of the
portable class used in connection with music
reading; and it consists of a convenient form
for holding and turning the music sheets or
leaves, which may be used either by voealists
or upon musical instruments or stands.

Heretofore when music-sheets have been
placed upon a stand or instrument or even
held by the hands of a person it has been dif-
ficult to with certainty prevent the leaves
from turning over prematurely, and when
turned purposely while rendering the music
the leaves frequently refuse tolie flat or may
return to the former position. At othertimes
when it is designed to turn one leaf two or
more may be inadvertently turned, thus caus-
ing the singer or performer to be interrupted
and disconcerted. Various arrangements
have been tried to overcome these objections
with only partial sucecess, their disadvantages,
owing to faulty or expensive constructions,
being nearly equalto the objections they were
designed to obviate.

The object of my invention is to overcome
these adverse elements and provide a desir-
able means whereby music-sheets may be con-
veniently held and turned positively at will.
With this object in view I have invented and
made a device that will fully obviate the dif-
ficulties attending the reading and rendering
of musiec. Ihave aimed to make it of few
parts, simple in construction, inexpensive to
manufacture, and durable in use.

The accompanying drawings illustrate my
invention, and an examination of same will
make it understood that slight variation in
the details of construction may he made with-

out departing from the intenfs and purpose
of my invention.

Referring to the drawings, IFigure 1 is a
front elevation; Fig. 2, a ratchet-lock for
clamp-lever; I'ig. 3, a bottom plan. Tig. 4
is a transverse sectional view through center,
and Fig. 5 is the same view with holder-base
folded.

Similarletters refer tosimilar parts through-
out the views.

Thebase A A’ ismade of wood or other suit-
able material, either in one piece or arranged
to fold, as shown, and constitutes the founda-
tion. To thisisattached the guides F ¥ and
to them the ears J J, having a base and
supplemental ears, to which are hinged the
leaf-turners I, of any desired number. Said
arm-like turners are made of suitable wire,
and each pair of connected arms is provided
with a suitable finger-hold I.. Convenient
springs G are provided, preferably attached
at g, for holding the turners and music-sheefs
close to the base, but are sufficiently elastic
to permit of the arms being thrown to either
side of the pivotal centers ¢', asfrom the side
A to the opposite side A’. At the center of
the base a clamp C is provided for securing
the music book or sheets to the base. Said
clamp may be adjusted to any convenient
number of sheets or books of various thick-
ness, and is adjustably attached to the base
by suitable pins, as C', moving in slots in the
base. Any convenient arrangement may be
employed for locking elamp C in position; but
I prefer that shown, in which the clamp is ac-
tuated by the eccentric and lever D, the han-
dle end of the latter passing through a gunide
L, and is held in tension by its elasticity
against ratchet-teeth e.

In practical use the apparatus may rest
upon a piano, organ, or on & music-stand.
The back of boolk or edges of sheet-music is
inserted in the opening B in the base for that
purpose and clamped by the pressure of elamp
C. The connecting-bars of the turner-arms
IT are then placed between the desired leaves
and distributed, so that each leaf will have on
each side of it a bar, thus placing such leaf
under perfect control, and it may be turned
with precision forward and backward through
the half-arc of a circle atwill by means of the
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arms H. The music may be instantly re-
moved by releasing the tension of the clamp C.

Having desecribed my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent
of the United States, is—

1. Inamusic-leaf turner, havinga base and
meansforclamping orsecuring music thereto;
the combination of the guides F, the ears J
having a base and supplemental ears pivot-
ally hinged to said guides; the turning-arms
II having the finger-holds L hinged to said
ears, and the springs G attached to said arms
at one end, while the opposite end is attached
at g to provide a tension to said turning-arms,
substantially as shown and desecribed.

2. The herein-described musice-leaf turner
comprising the base A, A’, having the aper-
ture B, the clamp € slidably attached to un-

561,778

der side of said base and having a.lip turned
over at right angles into said aperture, said
clamp being actuated by an eccentric; the
guides F attached tosaid base; the ears J con-
necting said guides; the furning-arms II hav-
ing the finger-holds I. and hinged to pivotal
pins between said ears and lugs formed of the
turned-up edge of the base of said ears; the
springs & having one end attached to a turn-
ing-arm and opposite end attached at ¢, sub-
stantially as shown.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

GEO. W. FARMER.
Witnesses:
J. G. KENNEDY,
JoHuN TFARMER.
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