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This invention relates to receptacles for cig 
arettes, such as ash trays and the like, and has 
for its object the provision of an improved de 
vice of this character. It is an object of the 
invention to provide a receptacle for cigarettes 
in which burning cigarettes may be held and 
kept in a slow burning state for a short time, or 
snuffed out, as desired, and without emitting the 
objectionable Smoke of a Smoldering cigarette. 
The smoker may, from time to time, remove 
his cigarette and continue to Smoke it, or let it 
become extinguished, as desired. 
The invention aims to provide a receptacle 

having a plurality of separate holding means for 
each cigarette and means for admitting only 
sufficient oxygen to permit burning at a slow 
rate. The burning ends are shielded from drafts 
that would supply sufficient oxygen to promote 
rapid burning. The cigarette may be snuffed 
out automatically in the holding means merely 
by letting them remain there, and prefer to 
provide means for depositing the Snuffed-out cig 
arettes in a bowl in the receptacle. 
The invention aims to provide a receptacle 

having sides forming a bowl for receiving a num 
ber of cigarette butts and a removable member, 
preferably a cover, having a plurality of holes 
into which the burning cigarettes are inserted, 
The holes in the removable member are sufi 
ciently larger in diameter than a cigarette that 
a cigarette may fall freely therethrough without 
binding. In accordance with my invention, I 
extend a ledge from the sides and provide means 
for Supporting the cover above the ledge, where 
by cigarettes in the holes rest on the ledge and 
Some air is admitted to the burning ends of the 
cigarettes, sufficient to sustain slow combustion, 
and means for raising the cover above the ledge 
permitting the cigarette butts in the holes to 
fall through into the bowl. The cover is sup 
ported above the ledge a distance sufficient to 
permit a slow infiltration of air to the burning 
tobacco, adequate to sustain combustion but not 
to promote or continue rapid combustion as in 
the case of a cigarette smoldering in the open 
atmosphere. , 
In a preferred embodiment of the invention, 

I provide a receptacle which may be circular, 
Square, hexagonal, or any other suitable shape 
in horizontal cross-section, with upright sides 
forming the bowl, a removable cover having a 
plurality of holes for receiving cigarettes, means 
for Supporting the cover above the bowl, and a 
ledge on which cigarettes in the holes rest which 
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2Ontally disposed concave cigarette rests 

is integral with the sides and spaced a short dis 
tance below the cover. The ledge is preferably 
SO proportioned and shaped that when the cover 
is raised the cigarette butts on the ledge fall off 
into the bowl. 

In a more complete receptacle of the invention, 
I provide a central opening in the cover and 
means near the opening to rest one or more cig 
arettes while they are being smoked, whereby 
the ashes may fall through the opening into 
the bowl. 
These and other novel features of the inven 

tion will be better understood after a considera 
tion of the following description taken in con 
junction with the accompanying drawing, in 
which: - 

Fig. 1 is a plan view of a cigarette receptacle 
embodying the invention, and 

Fig. 2 is a side view along the line 2-2 of 
Fig. 1. 
The cigarette receptacle illustrated in the 

drawing comprises sides 1 surrounding a central 
bowl 2 above which is an annular projecting ledge 
3 integral with the sides and a narrower cover 
Supporting means in the form of an extension 4 
which is spaced a short distance above the ledge 
3. The sides extend a short distance above the 
extension 4 forming an opening into which the 
removable member or cover 6 is inserted and 
Supported on the extension 4. This leaves a 
narrow Space between the under surface of 
the cover and the upper surface of the ledge 3. 
The cover has a plurality of holes 8 arranged 
near the periphery, each of which is sufficiently 
larger than the diameter of a cigarette that a 
cigarette may fall freely therethrough. Each of 
the holes is directly above the ledge 3 and a 
cigarette inserted therein will rest upon the 
ledge. I prefer to provide a central opening 9 in 
the cover and an extension 0 around the open 
ing having formed therein a number of hori 

. 
The ashes from the cigarettes on the rests 
are free to fall through the hole into the bowl. 
As best shown in Fig. 1, the burning cigarette 

may be inserted in one of the holes 8 and allowed 
to slide into a position of rest with the burning 
end resting on the ledge 3. The burning end is 
more or less surrounded with still air in the space 
. The air within the bowl 2 is effectively pro 
tected from drafts and circulation by reason of 
the cover and confining hole 9. The air or other 
gases immediately surrounding the burning end 
of the cigarette are in a quiescent state which 
appears to be largely responsible for sustaining 



2 
slow burning for a short time, while at the same 
time preventing rapid burning and the resulting 
emission of any appreciable quantity of Smoke 
from the receptacle. In other words, after a 
cigarette has been deposited in one of the holes, 
it becomes dormant for a short time, for example 
for approximately one minute, and it may during 
this dormant state besmoked merely by giving it 
one or two puffs. If the cigarette is not re 
smoked, in say one minute, it will become Com 
pletely snuffed-out. 
With an ashtray constructed along the general 

lines illustrated in the drawing, approximately 
five inches in diameter and two to two and One 
half inches in height, I have found that the space 
7, as measured at Ay should be in the neighbor 
hood of one-eighth to one-quarter of an inch. 
If the space is even slightly less than one-eighth 
of an inch, the cigarette will go out almost immediately. 
As shown in the drawing, particularly Fig. 2, 

the ledge 3 slopes downwardly slightly and the 
inner edge is rounded offa When cigarettes are 
in the holes 8 and the cover is raised upwardly, 
the cigarettes Slide through the holes and roll off 
the ledge 3 into the bowl 2. In this manner, the 
Snuffed-out cigarettes may be deposited in the 
bowl without handling them. 
The improved ash tray of the invention makes 

it possible for the Smoker to deposit his cigarette 
in a convenient place for a short time without 
completely extinguishing it and while preventing 
it from emitting the objectionable Smoke which 
comes from a Smoldering cigarette. For example, 
the Smoker may place his cigarette in one of the 
holes and engage in various activities, such as 
dealing a hand of bridge, and thereafter finish 
Smoking his cigarette. If by chance he should 
forget about the cigarette, or decide not to Smoke 
it further, it will be Snuffed-out automatically in 
approximately one minute. Ordinarily, when a 
cigarette has been snuffed-out and relit, the 
Smoke has an objectionable acrid taste. A cigar 
ette may be Snuffed-out in one of the holes of 
the receptacle of the invention and thereafter 
relit and Smoked as a new cigarette, since the 
smoke does not have this objectionable acrid taste. 
I claim: 
1. An improved cigarette receptacle which 

comprises sides for a bowl, a cover-supporting 
means connected to the sides, an inwardly pro 
jecting ledge below the COver-Supporting means 
and above the bottom of the bowl, a cover ar 
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ranged to rest on the cover-supporting means, 
thereby leaving a space between the cover and 
the ledge, a plurality of holes in the cover slightly 
larger in diameter than a cigarette, said holes 
being so located that when the cover is in position 
On the cover-supporting means, the holes are 
directly above the ledge and the burning ends of 
the cigarettes in the holes rest on the ledge, 
whereby air in the said space is at least partially 
Surrounding the burning ends. 

2. An improved cigarette receptacle which 
comprises sides for a bowl, an inwardly pro 
jecting ledge integral with the sides and above 
the bottom of the bowl, a cover-supporting means 
above the ledge, a cover having a plurality of 
upright holes which is constructed and arranged 
to fit inside the sides and rest on the cover 
Supporting means, said cover forming a narrow 
space between the under surface thereof and the 
upper surface of the ledge, said holes being slight 
ly larger in diameter than a cigarette and so lo 
cated in the cover that they are directly above the ledge. 

3. An improved cigarette receptacle which 
comprises a bowl having surrounding sides, an 
inwardly projecting and downwardly sloping 
ledge attached to the sides, Said ledge being an 
appreciable distance above the bottom of the 
bowl, a cover for the bowl having a plurality of 
upright holes each slightly larger in diameter 
than a cigarette, means for supporting the cover 
Over the bowl and spaced from the ledge, said 
cover forming a space between the under surface 
of the cover and the upper surface of the ledge 
about one-quarter of an inch deep, said holes 
being so located in the cover that when the cover 
is in position, the holes are directly above the 
ledge and cigarettes in the holes may rest on 
the ledge, said space providing a substantially 
draft-free atmosphere adjacent the burning end 
of the cigarette, whereby the cigarettes will burn 
slowly for a short time and then be Snuffed-out. 

4. A cigarette receptacle according to claim 1, 
wherein the ledge is downwardly and inwardly 
inclined and the cover is adapted to be raised 
whereby cigarettes in the holes may fall through 
the holes and into the bowl. 

5. A cigarette receptacle according to claim 2, 
wherein the cover has a central opening and is 
adapted to be raised, and the ledge is downwardly 
and inwardly inclined whereby cigarettes in the 
holes may slide through the holes and into the 
bowl when the cover is raised. 
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