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This invention relates to a novel advertising
display device and more particularly to an il-
lusory display device for counters, display win-
dows or the like, wherein the device may be ob-
served from several angles.

The primary object of this invention is to-de-
sign and provide a novel ‘illusory. display device
capable of creating an unusual, unique effect
which will produce a stimulated interest in an
cbserver resulting in his close examination of
the display.

Another object of this invention is to provide
a novel display device wherein three dimensional
indicia, markings or symbols are displayed in
unusual manner to produce an unique, attrac-
tive effect.

Still another object of this inventicn is to de-
sign and provide a novel display device wherein
a reflecting surface and a symmetrically divided
indicia mark or artistic arrangement is disposed
with respeet to the reflecting surface so as to
create an attractive -display.

A further object of this invention is to -design
and-provide & novel advertising device capable
of creating an interesting illusory effect wherein
two contiguous reflecting surfaces are provided
in planes angularly disposed to provide a plu-
rality of virtual images of g real indicia.

This invention, generally speaking, contem-
plates a novel display device for producing an
illusory effect wherein two panels, each pro-
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vided with a reflecting surface, are arranged at

right angles to each other and wherein halves of
symmetrically divided three dimensional indicia
are positioned against said reflecting surfaces so
as to produce three virtual images of the half in-
dicia in close assembled relation for forming
a complete, understandable indicia, such as a
word or mark. The combination of a symmetri-
cal half of an indicia, together with three virtual
images thereof formed by the two reflecting sur-
faces, creates an illusion having interesting depth.

Other objects and advantages of this invention -

will be readily apparent from the following de-
seription of the drawings:

In the drawings:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of an advertising
display device embodying this invention, illus-
trating formation of an exemplary word “Coke.”

Fig. 2 is a fragmentary perspective view of
the device in Fig. 1 showing only an indicium or
letter “E” of the alphabet.

Fig. 3 is an end view taken'from the left of
Fig. 2.

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary view of a different modi-
fication of the display device illustrating a letter
“A” of the alphabet symmetrically divided along
a vertical plane. )

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the device shown
in Fig. 4.
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‘Fig. 6 is a perspective view of an indicium ar-
ranged in still another modification of the dis-
play device.

Generally speaking, in Fig. 1 is illustrated an
illusory advertising display device, indicated at
10, capable of producing an unusual illusory effect
to the eyes of an observer when displayed on
counters or in display windows where the ob-
server may view the device at several angles. The
device in Fig. 1 illustrates an exemplary adver-
tising word “Coke” and is shown in berspective
S0 as to more clearly indicate the illusory effect
produced by the device.

The display device 10 may comprise a hori-
zontally disposed flat panel {1 provided with a
top reflecting surface 12." A vertical flat panel
i3 having a forwardly directed reflecting surface
14 merges with one edge of panel {1 at 15. Pref=
erably, panels {1 and i3 may be formed from a
single sheet of suitable metal or plated metal
having one surface finely polished, said sheet
then being bent; to form the panels {iand 13 at
right angles to each other with reflecting sur-
faces 12 and i4 contiguous. Preferably, the line
of infersection 15 between the two‘reﬁecting
surfaces is accurately and sharply defined. ‘While
in the example shown a polished metal sheet
is employed, it will be understood that panels
Il and 18 may be formed of suitakle glass or
plastic material capable of reflecting in varying
degree virtual images from at least one surface
thereof. In the event a glass mirror is employed
it is preferable that the silversd reflecting sur-
face be formed immediately adjacent the top
surface of the mirror so as to avoid pronounced
wide lines separating virtual images of the in-
dicium used.

A plurality of grouped configured exemplary
three ' dimensional indicia, means identified by
reference numerals 16, 17, (8 and 19 are mounted
in the included angle between the panels {1 and
3. Each indicia means 16, 11, i§ and 19 is
formed by symmetrically dividing in a horizontal
plane letters C, O, K and E respectively, thus
forming upper and lower half indicium.  In the
illustration, only the upper half of the letters
are employed inasmuch as they will be viewed
from above, :

In mounting the indicia means with -respect
to panels I and (3 one configured edge as, for
example, 280 oh indicium 19 of Fig. 2 is seated
In tight contact against the reflecting surface 14
on panel (3. An edge 21 formed by the sym-
metrical division of the indicium 19 is seated in
tight contact against the reflecting surface 12
on panel I1. The edges 20 and. 21 are cut so as
to form a right angle corner which accurately
corresponds to the included angle between panels
Il and 13 so that the edge of the corner is
accurately fitted against the line of intersection
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{5. The panels and reflecting surfaces thereon
extend beyond the edges of the indicia Iying
thereagainst and also extend laterally outwardly
from each end of the grouped indicia means.

The depth D of each indicium may be of any
selected depth although it has been found that
a more balanced symmetrical effect is provided
when the depth D varies between approximately
that of the width of the letter and one-half of
the letter. Obviously, an indicium of any depth
may be used, as desired, to create bizarre effects.

A consideration of Fig. 2 which illustrates vir-
tual images formed by mounting the upper half
of the letter E of the alphabet against panels
{1 and 13 will illustrate the unusual effect ob-
tained by this display device. It will be noted
that three virtual images are formed by the re-
flecting surfaces {2 and i4. One virtual image
22, when viewed as in Fig. 2, lies wholly on re-
flecting surface (3, and virtual image 23 les
wholly on reflecting surface 2. The virtual
images 22, 28, and the real indicium {9 are com-
pleted by the formation of a virtual image 24 ly-
ing partially on refiecting surface 14 and partially
on reflecting surface 12, virtual image 24 being
diagonally disposed with respect to the real indi-
cium {9 and completing the illusory effect of a
letter E of the alphabet. It will be noted that
indicium {9 is thus used in combination with the
reflecting surfaces 12 and {4 so as to present an
enlarged letter E of the alphabet having twice the
depth D of the half indicium {9 and in which
three-fourths of the completed letter E is formed
by virtual images.

The reflecting surfaces 12 and 14 may be se-
lected so as to produce clear, accurate, non-col-
ored or non-tinted virtual images of the haif
indicia so that the eye may barely discern the
difference between the real half indicium and
the virtual images thereof. A great variety of
unusual effects may be created by employing re-
flecting surfaces of different shades or hue of
colors for either or both of the reflecting surfaces.
When a different color is selected for use on re-
flecting surface 14, than on reflecting surface {2
an unusual background effect may be produced.
This is particularly true when panel 13 is formed
of a plastic having reflecting qualities of a soft
and dim nature.

Tt will be readily apparent that any arrange-
ment of letters of the alphabet which may ve
symmetrically divided either longitudinally or
transversely may be employed in combination in
this novel display device. Likewise, any marks,
symbols, or artistic arrangements which are
capable of being symmetrically divided either
transversely or longitudinally may be used. .

In Figs. 4 and 5 a different modification of this
invention is illustrated wherein a single flat panel
30 is provided with a reflecting surface 31 on one
side thereof. A half indicium formed by sym-
metrically dividing an exemplary letter A of the
alphabet along 2 longitudinal or a vertical line,
may be seated against-a central portion of the
surface. A virtual image 33 of the half indicia
is reflected in surface 31 to complete the indicia
so that an observer will see a complete letter A.
The virtual image 33, together with the half in-
dicia 32, produces a unique effect because of their
different appearance to the eye of an observer.

Tn Fig. 6 is illustrated still another modifica~
tion of the display device contemplated by this

invention wherein a vertical panel 40 is dis-

posed at right angles to a horizontal panel 41,
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said panel 41 having a reflecting surface 42. In
this modification panel 40 is not provided with
a reflecting surface and instead the surface 43
may be opaque and non-reflecting. The half in-
dicia 44, illustrated as the upper half of the let-
ter C of the alphabet, may be mounted between
the included angles of panels &1 and 438 as de-
scribed in the first modification. It will be
readily apparent from Fig. 6 that only one virtual
image 45 is formed by this display device and
the effect created is similar to that created by
the device shown in Figs. 4 and 5.

Various modifications and arrangements may
be made of the panels and the reflecting surfaces
provided thereon to create an interesting illusion
capable of stimulating interest in the display. It
is understood that any modification or change
coming within the scope of the appended claims
are embraced thereby.

I claim:

1. An advertising illusory display device com-
prising: two flat panels lying in angularly dis-
posed intersecting planes merging with each other
along the line of intersection of said planes, each
panel having a reflecting surface contiguous
with the reflecting surface of the other panel
along the line of intersection; a plurality of three
dimensional indicia means, each having a con-
figuration of one-half of a symmetrically divided
understandable indicium, one configured edge
lying against the reflecting surface of one panel
and the edge formed by symmetrical division
lying against the reflecting surface of the other
panel, said panels and reflecting surfaces ex-
tending beyond edges of the indicia lying there-
against whereby reflection of the indicia means
in the reflecting surfaces forms an understand-
able word in which three virtual images of each
half indicium are formed in relation therefo for
completing an understandable indicia.

9. A device as defined in claim 1 wherein the
reflecting surfaces of one panel are provided with
different reflecting characteristics than that of
the other panel.

3. An advertising illusory display device com-
prising: two panels lying in angularly disposed
intersecting planes merging with each other along
the line of intersection of said planes, each panel
having a reflecting surface contiguous with the
reflecting surface of the other panel along the
line of intersection; a plurality of three-dimen-
sional indicia means, each having a configuration
of one half of a symmetrically divided under-
standable indicium, the edge formed by sym-
metrical division and an adjacent configured edge
lying in the same angular relation as the reflect-
ing surfaces and against said surfaces, said panels
and reflecting surfaces extending beyond edges
of the indicia lying thereagainst whereby reflec-
tion of the indicia means in the reflecting sur-
faces forms an understandable expression in
which three virtual images of each half indicium
are formed in relation thereto for completing an
understandable expression.

' HOLLIS W. LEE.
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